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How Production and Prosperity are Hindered
High Priced Land and Wrong Method, of Taxation Retard the Farmer'
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Can any farmer In this meeting stand up and 

truthfully say that he received a reasonable wage 
for his labor and the labor of his wife and family 
and st the same time gels a reasonable Interest 
on bln investment?” I found no man who could 
mske such * claim, and I venture this statement 
that few of our western farmers can truthfully 
make the claim. Of course there will be 
lions.

I By JOHN KENNEDY. Vice-President, 
Growers’ Grain Co., Winnipeg.

farmer's visible tax 
visible tax about $300 a

will be about $75, and hie In- 
■P* year. If he Is a good 

farmer, and Is raising a family, bis purchases 
during the year will not be much leas than $1.000. 
When be buys all the clothes that 
to go to church In, and all that are necessary to 
go to tLe field In, together with all the f 
mente needed, and the groceries consumed dur
ing the year, t îey will not be any less than $1 000 
Therefore, out of the $300 or more indirect taxa
tion through our protection or tariff system. $200 
goes to keep up protected interests and about 
$100 or less reaches the public treasury. The 
above statement that only one-third or less 
reaches the public treasury has never been denied 
by political economists, if that $100 or leas that 
reaches the public treasury were collected by 
the same means as the $76. the farmer would pay 
only $176 per year, whereas he 
$376 per yea

purchase at easily one-third 
actual value. These conditions will 
as long as the present insane 
tlon continue.

more than their 
l continue Just 

methods of taxa- are uecesnary

r W.ong Methods of Taxation. 
The present system of collecting taxes 

mind, is the direct-stH cause of high priced land*, 

because it enables the owners of the land to take 
in the form of rent, or speculative prices, all the 
land can possibly give up, less a bare living, for 
the labor put upon it by those who work the land. 
The present methods of taxation 
way:

How Progress la Hindered.
Let us examine for a moment how 

land prévenu progress. The
monopolised 

monopolisation of 
land means high priced land, and 1 claim that 
the higher the prices of land the poorer the coun
try is as a whole, and the lower the price of land 
the richer the country will be as a whole, for the 
following reasons :

II surely must be patent to»any reasonable 
that It does cost more to produce a bushel of 
wheat from $60 land than It costs from land at 
$10 per acre. One hundred acres of land at $5o 
un acre creates an overhead expense of the annual 
Interest charge cm $6,000. One hundred 
land at $10 per acre creates an overhead expense 
of the Interest on $3.000. Just 20 per cent, of the 
overhead expense on the same lend at the higher

ts of
‘law,

operate in this

First, the portion collected by direct and visible 
one-third the 

amount collected •ram the taxpayer. The other 
two-thirds or more is collected by an indirect or 
invisible means, that Is, manipulated In a way to 
deceive the taxpayer. It woits out like this: A

Hier-
’"ter means it somewhat less than

now pays about 
ear. Is It not plain, therefore, that the 

present method of collecting taxes Is wrong? 
Then, let us abolish the Invisible means of col
lecting taxes, and let us have only visible means 
of collecting them.

Of course, the protected interesU will kick, 
and what else should we expect? They claim we 
are Interfering with their vested rlghU. Strange 
as it may seem, we will unlay find many farmer» 
and others who help those protected Interests in 
their unjust claims, hut 1 do not believe that the 
Kreat plain people, if all the facts

2
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I also claim that our land at $10 an acre will 
produce more than the same land will produce at 
150 P” acre. We will suppose that a man with 
limited means, say $2,600, starts on a farm. If 
he buys 100 acres of land at $60 an acre he has 
Just sufficient to pay 60 per cent, of the purchase 
price, and therefore la compelled to mortgage 
for the other 60 per cent. He is then left with a 
mortgage hanging ever his head and without 
working capital, which Is an absolute necessity 
to enable faim to operate hla farm. A heavy 
handicap la therefore placed on production and 
prosperity. But If he could buy that same land 
at $10 an acre, be could pay the full purchase 
price and have no mortgage hanging over hla 
head, and still have sufficient capital In hand to 
enable him to work that land, therefore Increas
ing production and prosperity.'

High priced land means successful mortgage 
companies, much of whose stock Is held in for
eign countries, and by this means much of the 
profit that should go to the p-'oducer finds its 
way Into the coffers of foreign millionaire- One 
of the causes of scarcity of money In the country 
is high priced (and, and this Is also one of the 
caukes of high priced money, 
get by mortgaging our land we çannot keep for 
the purpose it had been Intended for, for much 
of it goes to meet higher rates of interest and to 
pay for tha commodities we are co-polled to

were properly 
placed before them, would continue to help vested 
Interests to take the shirts off their own backs.
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Selecting a Sire How are we to accomplish the reform?
op.nion, 1t can only be accomplished by first" get* 

ting direct legislation in force in all the provinces. 
By Jt we will show public opinion and public sen
timent to be so strong that no political party on 
Parliament Hill can refuse to listen to a demand 
for Justice to all our people. We can and wo 
must break down the power of vested Interests, 
and put an end to the present insane invsllble 
methods

1 of any sire to be called 
upon to stamp hie excellence on the off- 

“ spring of females which, even though they 
be uniform In type, are gathered from dl 
ent sources and represent different lines of 
breeding. Only an Impressive anlm 
where the females arc weak and 
usually good 
meet such
monly said, he should first be selected and 
then purchased.
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requirements, and aa Is com
be relied upon to

of collecting taxes. If the Interest! need 
assistance.*then In the name of all that Is good, 
let us subsidise them by giving them a bonus of 
so much ever? year. We will then know 
cent Just what they are costing us.

it is surely abundantly evident that neither of 
the present political parties will touch 
necessary reform. They recognise that the pro
tected Interests, controlling nearly all capital, 
are more powerful at present than the great 
plain people. But surely the day has come when 
there is abundance of evidence to show the great 
plain people that in order to get Justice we must 
secure It for ourselves. We surely do not expect 
an angel to come down f.om heaven and do the

The use of an unproved sire is somewhat
of an experiment, and the greatest dan 
lies In fall!ng to recegn.se and admit that 

le not leaving offspring aa good 
as they might reasonably be expected to be. 
The beet values are sometimes offered In

Jt to a

successful xlres ow-.d by men who Insist
on changl_lng tc avoid Inbreeding,

Ing two males. If a wel 
gh aged male that hae proved good la 

obtainable, no objections can be raised to 
Justify passing ever such a one for the meet 
promising young and untested Individual.—
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