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ROAD ENTHUSIASTS SPLIT

There are two distinct and often-
times antagonistic groups of good
road enthusiasts in America. The

question on which these two groups
divide invariably is: Shall good roads
be built for the benefit of the Ameri
can public or for the benefit of the
rich automobile owners who want to
tour the country in their expensive
cars?

These two groups came into conflict
during the closing hours of the Inter-
national Good Roads Congress held at
Detroit recently. The automobile
group, as is usual, supported the idea

of building great transcontinental and
trunk highways, whose chief value
would be to enable tourists to see the
country from their automobiles. The
motto of the group seems to be, “‘See
America first.” The second group
have as their motto, “Cheaper trans-
portation and a lower cost of living ;"

this latter group favors a system of
roads from the country to the railway
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station and from the farms to the
cities.

This latter group, which is compris-
ed principally of farmers and farmers’
organizations, is not usually very
much in evidence at such a road con-
wress as was held at Detroit. They
are home sowing wheat for next vear's
consumption, or doing some of the
other work necéssary to the feeding
of the nations, But they are a force
to be reckoned with just the same.

The split that began at Detroit will
extend the continent over as farmers
gemerally come to understand the nat-
ure of the real motive behind this
good roads agitation of which so much
is being said in the daily press.

GREEN CHEESE A MENACE

The report of the Royal Commis-
sion appointed by the Dominion Gov-
ernment some months ago to enquire
into complaints relating to the weigh-
ing of cheese and butter at Montreal,
is just to hand. As we anticipated,
the commissioners in their report have
taken strong ground against the all
too prevalent habit of shipping cheese
green from the factories. In one
cheese factory that came within the
range of their investigations not a
cheese was found, the make of the day
before having been shipped directly
from the hoops. The commissioners
regard such a practice as one that
cannot be too strongly condemned.

There may have been a time when
green cheese did not constitute a men-
to our export trade. Canada at
one time had a monopoly of the Brit-
ish market. Fully half of our sum-
mer’s export was held in cold storage
for winter consumption; and when it
finally reached the consumer, cheese
that left the factory green had attain-
ed a sufficient stage of maturity. Con-
ditions have mow changed. New Zea-
land supplies a large proportion of
Great Britain's winter consumption,
and our cheese is used immediately.
Green cheese from the factory is now
green cheese to the consumer; and it
is a kind of cheese he does mot want

It is true that our export trade is
not as large as it was a few years ago
and it is probable that the new condi-
tions brought about by changes in the
United States tariff will render the
export cheese trade of still less impor-
tance to the Canadian dairy industry.
We dairy farmers, however, cannot af
ford to forget that so long as we ship
any cheese whatever it is the price of
the exportable surplus that determines
the price that we receive for all of the
cheese made whether it is consumed
at home or abroad. Any practice,
therefore, that tends to make our
cheese undesirable to the Old Country
consumer will also tend to decrease
prices on this side.

The Eastern Ontario Dairymen’s
Association recognizes the importance
of discouraging the shipment of green
cheese and at their last anual meeting
asked for legislation making the hold-
ing of cheese in the factory for ten
days compulsory. Certain cheese
boards, notably the one at Peterboro,
already enforce such a regulation on
their members. The extension of
such regulations to every cheese board
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in Canada -through [ legisla-
tion, would be a boon to our cheese
industry, to our dairy farmers and,
though they may not vet be willing to
recognize it, to our cheese makers as
well. The report of the Royal Com-
mission should tend to bring the ne-
for such legislation as was
pmposﬂi by the E. O.D.A. more
strongly before our legislators.

FARMERS' + RICES AFFECTLD

One reason why farmers do not
obtain a larger portion of the final
price for which their farm products
sell is the great cost of doing busi-
ness in our cities, The abattoirs,
for instance, which handle the far-
mers’ live stock, are forced to pay
out hundreds of thousands of dollars
a year in wages, one-quarter to one-
third of which passes through the
hands of their employees into the
pockets of the city land holders in
the form of rent. Anything, there-
fore, which increases rentals in our
cities makes it necessary for
the working class to demand higher
wages and tends to reduce the
amount that the packers are able to
pay the farmers for their products.

It is the land monopoly as well
as the demand for land, that forces
up rentals in our cities. Supposing
a builder is anxious to erect houses
for working people that would rent
for $12 a month, or $144 a year,
For such a rental he cannot at the
outside figure erect a house cost-
ing with the land over $2,600. Sup-
posing he found that his building
would cost him at least $1,500, he
could not afford to pay more than
$1,000 for the land. If he finds it
possible to buy suitable land at that
figure he proceeds to erect a house.
If, however, he finds that the land
holder is demanding $1,200 or $1,-
800 for such land as he requires he
decides that he cannot profitably
erect a house, and dues not do so.
This creates a shortage of houses
and rentals are soon forced up.

A tax on land values would break
the monopoly in land by forcing the
land owner to put his land in use
and thus make it easier for men to
build houses. This is one of the
great reasons why a tax on land val-
ues would benefit the great majori-
ty of the people in the cities as
well as the residents of the country
districts,
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AN UNFAIR COMPARISON
“The farm factory."
This is a favorite expression with
magazine writers nowadays. They de-
I'vht to the of
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work had to be suspended every t
a rain fell, and would make the i
tory dependent for water on a
that goes dry every time there is a
drought and located on a site that is
apt to be flooded every time ther

a superabundance of rain, the con
parisons would be almost exuctly
right.

The farmer is not such a poor

manager as many writers would hav
us believe. We cannot plan our work
ahead as can the city employer. W
have the most unstable of all <l
ments to contend with—the weather
The worries co.izident  with the
management of the average farm
would be sufficient to make the most
efficient and thorough factory man
ager greyheaded in his prime. We
recognize that we are making mis
takes and we are irying hard to r«
tily them. But let it be understod
we are not conducting factories. We
are conducting farms, and that i
another proposition.

If railways in Ontario were asscss
ed and taxed on the same basic us
is other property, they would vield

an annual revenu of

Rallroad  $4,680,000. A s s cosed

Taxation. and taxed as they now
are, they yield on

small per cent. of this amount |

there any reason why our railroud

companies should escape the -.me

rate of taxation that we farmers

must bear? Does not the exemjtios
of railroad property from fair taxa
tion impose an undue burden o
other taxpayers? Is there any vilid
objection to taxing Canadian rail
roads as heavily as United States
railroads are taxed, other conditions
being equal? These are a few of the
questions propounded recently 10 the
Ontario Government by a deputation
representing twenty-nine countics of

the average farm with the manage
ment of the average factory; usually
to the discredit of the farm. They
tell of the efficiency and thorough-
ness of factory methods and then
stand them side by side with the
slovenly and wasteful practices of the
farmer.

Such comparisons could not be
more unfair. If whése armchair ar-
tists who are everlastingly holding
the farmer up to ridiculs would take
the roofs off those factories so that

the p They are questions
that are being asked very serio usly
by thinking taxpayers everywher
Farm and Dairy, too, would ask, It
it not time that railroad compunies
were assuming a fair share of rmunk
cipal, provincial, and federal tax-
tion burdens?

Let us read the advertisements
They are educators. They kecp v
right in the forefront of progress
They bring to us a knowledge o
the latest improvements in all lines
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