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virgin queen is given to a parent
colony immediately after it has casta
swarm, said queen from the cell or
otherwise, will go totearing down the
queen-cells left in the hive when the
swarm issued therefrom.

Is this right? ”

” Yes. That is as I intended.

" I think this a mistake; for, in
nineteen cases out of twenty, if the
swarm is hived on a new stand the
cellswillnot be torndown,andnot oncc
in three times where the old colony
is removed toa new stand, the swarm
being hived where the old colony
stood—at least this has been my
experience in a practice of neariy a
third of a century.”

“l thought it would work, and
neighbor Jones told me, when | put
this question to him, that he was sure
it would. Why will it not?”

“ Because the bees do not want
those cells torn down, for in them is
cradled the choicest thing they have—
something that they value more
than they did their own dear mother,
and that which sent her out from her
own home to seek a new one in some
strange land; and if they consider
those cells better than their own
mother, are they now going to
sacrifice them for any stranger; one
on which they had bestowed no care
or wish?”

“I had not thought about the mat-
ter in that light.”

“ No, they will not do it only as
they are forced to no so being
thrown out of a normal condition by
having all of the field-bees drawn off
by removal of the hive from its old
stand, or by the apiarist cutting off
all of these queen-cells. And ever
in this latter case they will often kill
the virgin queen given, or destroy the
cell, preferring to rear a queen from
their own sisters in the egg or larvl
form, which still remain in the hiy,
rather than to accept a stranger.”
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