THE DOMINION

“I1$ IT WORTH WHILE?
By Rev. W. J, Clark.

There are certain temptations which the
honest and taithiul servant of Clirist iy

be sad to leave almost entiely  behind
hime  They tried i onee, but the g
ward course of his spinitual hite has Jed

b away trom the atmosphere where such
temptations  flourish, But  with  the
growth which is hus, there arise coitam
other templations, which are severe tests
of s faith,  Among these 1= that which
1wy be succinetly sumed up oin the ques
ton taken as the title of this article
ot worth while?”

Fiest, in regard to the sclf-denials whien
are practised by him, the abstention from
certain pursuits and occupations that oth-
ers even of his fellow diseipies  indulge
m dreely,  In the fist thush of endeavor
e gladly st ol renuncintion ol
certan pleasures which he had been a
customed o ludecd the only dllicuity
then was that it seemed there was no st
crifice  sufficiently great laid upon him
But the vesults of 1t all seem =0 insigni

heant He o has not even been ealled
upon o defend his course His lvien s
smiic al lim as a little pecular, but
that is the only taste of persceution hw

bas known.  And the temptation 1= to
think he may velax a little the laws Le
has made for himselt.  The gam seenis
to be so slight that it is hardly worth
while to continue this discipline of self
denial.  There wre few  temptations ax
insidions as  this;  but, if yielded to
there 1= sure to be a falling away from

high endeavor, a lessening nstead of a
growth in spivitual thin Slackness ol
soul spells  def and disaster.

In regard also 1o work undertaken in
the name ot Christ for others. When an
architeet plans a house, he v hope to
his  thought embodied in brick, o
stone. or marble.  When a business man
enlers on a commercial enterprise, he may
hope to count the gains in tangible form
But when one s working tor the things
“unseen and mal.” very  often there
way be no evidence which can be taken
knowledge of with assurance.  To  the
Sababth - school worker this temptation
oltea comes. Sabbath by Sabbath pa X
and there is <o little evidence that a har-
vest as growing from the seed which was
sown And many answer the question,
“lsit worth while?” in the negative, and
drop out trom the ranks of those who
teach in the name of Carist, remembering
that it *is not the will of your Father
which i< in Heaven that one of these little
should  perish, One  sometimes
wonders if this temptation comes to those
who are greatly gifted and highly honored
in the church visible.  Perhaps theirs
15 a4 more nsidions and terrible tempta
tion,  But it is certainly a frequent and
trying temptation for those who toil
the tanks of the humble unknown, never
heard of heyond the confines of a con
tracted circle,

But when the semvant's task is done,
and we pause for a moment to think con
cerning him who has passed away, there
are only two things which seem to us 1o
have been worth while.  First, what he
had grown to in himself.  And there 1s
no real growth without much discapline
of self-denial.  Secondly, what he had
done for others in influencing them to

e

holy living.  The money he leaves he
hind him. the fame he has had in Is
day, the pleasures which he enjoyed!—the

money belongs to others, the fame is for-
gotten in a day, the pleasures are but
dust and ashes.  Bu this character has
uot only affected many while he passed
through—it is his one capital in the land
and the life to which he has gone; wlile
the work that he did in inciting and -
structing others is like fruitful sced, ever
bringing forth greater harvest in the lives
he has influenced,
London, Ont.

A contented spirit is be‘ter than groat
viches, Tt is the Mdas touch that turne
everything into that which is better than
gold. It is one of the secrets of a happy
life, and a virtue which we all can acquire.

“
VRESBYTERIAN.
A PHAYER,

The Central Preshyterian publishes the
following prayver for the sick and sorrow-
g, by the late Dr, Moses D, Hoge, and
gladly make voom tor it e
Vinighty and weredul God, the
consulation ol the sorrowiul and the sup

most

port of the bereaved ho dost not will-
mgly afiliet nor grieve the children of
men, ook i compassion, we  beseech
oo upon all who mourn and comfort
them,

Faiher o mercies, God of all graee,
e assing us of Thy love for all whom
Fhon dost chasten, be very near to us
HOWL s we come Lo east our care on
Phee and seek the strength and consola
tion Thou only eanst ampart

“As a father pitieth his ehildren, so do
wopity all the and altheted;
oone whom his mother comicrteth, so
o Hhou combort them. and o sanctaty
to them this soriuw that there may v
everlasting consolation,  Grant them re-
Thy will; and so overrule
this chastening tor then probt that being
made partakers of Thy holiness, they may
be prepaved for eteral Llessedness 1 the
world where, atter the separation and sor-
rows of this life. they may find the true
home whee all whe have departed m
Clisist await us, beyond the reach of sep-

sgivttion 1o

viabon, sorrow, pain and  tears

“We beseech Thee to hear us, O Father
most holy, most merciful, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, Thy well beloved Son, to
W home with Thee and the Holy Gliost, be

all hovor and glory evermore.  Amen.’

DONT'S FOR THE NEW PASTOR.

Don’t imagine that your predecessor ae
complished nothing  or knew  nothing
Lhe probability  is  that he was about
your size,

Don’t be jealous of him.  You will be

glad to bave them speak well of you
when you are gone,
Don't expect to work a revolution

sy months, vat bodies move slowly
and small ones are often still more slow.

Dot attempt a revolution.  To get
tns world a little nearver vight is about

all one man can expect to do.
Don't  wunt to work  a revoldtion.
Why should you? This is a church of

the Tiving God, and it probably has (he
rool of the matter in it.

Don’t publish that  your congregations
ave doubled, prayer meetings quadrupled,
ete.  If they are, be thankful, but pub
lication may be premature,  1f all the re
ports from the fivst six months were true
and ratios  maintained, the problem of
“the evangelization of the world in this
generation” would be solved in two years
ot less,

Don't imagine that you
ancther man in the new place,  You are
no larger and no different.  Your sub
lime bead i« no nearer the stars,

Don't imagine that the new place is so
very new.  There will be the same dit-
ficulties,  Folks are folks, everywhere,

Don't lay your axe at the root of trees,
literal or metaphorical, which have taken
decades to grow,

Lone imagine that
which worked well in your last
will necessarily work here,

Don’t issue bulletins of victory on the
day ol assuming command,

Don’t assume command.

Don’t regale your new people upon the
heauties, delights and virtues of the old
tield.  Few second wives like that sort
of thing.  They may wish you back with
your first love,

Don't forget that you are an extreme-
ly ignorant, fallible, imperfect and unim-
portant human being, in the midst of
forees, tendencies, and conditions which
are not easily vead and are still less eas-
iy handled, and that you need gnidance
and  gra very step of the that
you may be saved from conceit, rashness,
and tolly.—Prof. Philip Wendell Crannell,
DD, in The Homiletic Review,

have become

plans and methods
church

Joy does not happen. It is (he inevit
able result of certain lines followed and
laws obeyed, and so a matter of character,
~Maltbie D. Babeock.
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WHAT IS PHARISCEISM?
Some Bible Hints,
Phaviseeism s “om without  sub-

stunce, the one tenth without the nine
tenths (v, 42),

In condemning  Pharis Christ
did not condema forins; we must have
the clothes, but we need a body inside
them (v

The Chricdan fears fame, the Phar-
isee fears neglect The latter J
the ehicl places: so does the for -
that he may place owhers in them w
.

Hypocrtsy & the m Aangerous of
sing as it S0 often  from
men, and especially from the hypocrite
himself (v 40,

£l

It is ving
kool men that e
the listening God,
It s not giving till we begin to ong
to do good with our money, and ceas
o desire o get good from it
It i not Christian service if we work
for Christ on condition that He will
work for us,

The

it we cease to
us. and think only

only cure for Phaviseeism s

self-survender,  ich instantly  gains
all that hypoeri=  (hinks to gain,
A Few lllustrations,
Pharisecism an ornamented box,

empty —and opuque, sincerliy is a full
of glass
isecisn shout against a cliff,
expecting back the echo,
Phariseeisin is a tower with a dec
ed foundation: and the higher it goes,
the greater is its peril,
The hypoerite is a chi wleon, taking
his color from the changing clreuin-
stances around nim,

To Think About,

is @

Is iy worship in the Spirit and
truth?

Do those nearest e believe most In
me’

Would 1 be willing
hidden should
open?

that
beconie

my most

acly the most

A Cluster of Quotations.

All false pretences like flowers fall

(o the ground, nor can any counterfeit

tast long.—Clicero,

Te is already half fu
on truth and does

V. Robertson,

O God of Truth, for whom we long,
Thou who wilt hear our prayer,

Do Thine own battle in our hearts,
And siay the falsehood there!

~—Thomas Hughes,

who specu-
aot do it —

Notrue man can ltve a half life when
he has genulnely learned that it is only
@ half life—The other half — the higher
half—must naunt him.- -Phillips Brooks,

————————

DAILY READINGS

L Pharisees sought signs, Matt

wted by the  Pharvisees,
i

Hypoeriteal  Phavisees,

Covetous Pharis v Luke
Sleneed Pharisees,  Like 14:
Pharisees

IS, Self-rightious
110,

What 1« the sty of
mt nke 3

1. 42-u

As no man ever had a poing of pride
that was not injurious to him, so no
man had ever a defect that was not
somewhere made useful to him.—Emer-
son,

What I aspired to be,
And was not, comforts me.

—Browning.




