
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN.4

„ V
hi..'

1
f
* Or 1

V 1<fut of uneomniun vicissitudes evolving 
unvommon success, the member» of Ern- 
kine Presbyterian church who oiienml their 
iNimtiful new ehurvli at the corner of 
Mel<aren ami Concession afreet » last 
Friday, feel a justifiable pride in their 
achievement. No congregation in the 
city ha* more reason for self-congmtula- 
tion when the condition of the church 
ju»t after the big fire in 1900 in compared 
with what it i* now. The credit for the 
phenomenal success is about equally di
vided lictween the energetic and much- 
beloved pastor, Rev. A. K. Mitchell, and 
lii* faithful and self-sacrificing congrega-

The history of the church'» progress 
makes an interoding story.

To be strictly correct, the church really 
dates back* thirty year», but more has 
been done in the past six years than all 
the time previous. Before the great con
flagration in 1900, which swept the entire 
western portion of the city the church, 
then a small but commodious edifice, was 
located at the corner of Him and Preston 
streets. TTie church and the homes of al
most every member of the congregation 
were swept away as by one fell swoop of 
flame on the afternoon of the 20th day of 
April. 1900. 
of this fire that shortly afterwards when it 
was decided to extend a call to Rev. Mr. 
Mitchell, only sixty members could be 
found to sign the iietition. Strange to say, 
this was the starting point of the most 
rapid progress of the church.

The starting point of Erskine church may 
be traced back to 19th November, 1874, 
when applii it ion was made for the estab
lishment of a mission station in Rochester^ 
ville. In June. 1875, the convener of the 
Home Mission committee together with a 
number of the Presbyterian minister» of 
the city were ap|>ointed to visit Rochester- 
ville and ascertain how much the mission 
could contribute toward* its own support. 
The next month this committee reported 
that the mission consisted of twenty mem
bers and seventeen adherents and had 
pledged itself to a subscription of $270. 
Then on duly 6th. 1S75, the mission sta
tion was erected into a mission in con

nection with the Presbyterian church in 
Canada. -J"he little liund grew and pros
pered but by slow degree» until eventu
ally it developed into the congregation 
first known as the Presbyterian church 
of Rochesterville.

A few years later the church burned in 
the fire of lut*) was erected and leave 
given to rename the congregation. The 
convener of the Presbytery's Home Mis
sion Committee, Rev. Joseph White, then 
of Wakefield, was appointed in the win
ter of 1886 to dispense communion to the 
congregation. One elder from each Pres
byterian church in the city were formed 
into an interim session, along with the 
convener, and to twenty-five mendier» 
the communion was
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given. This action 
was reported to the Presbytery and ap
proved. On the first of May, in the year 
1876, the Rev. Mr. White had been" ap
pointed an ordained missionary to Roeli- 
esterville. In 1878 Mr. White was duly 
balled and inducted into the pastoral *1,111 
charge. He continue,! to look after the Robert 
congregation until in 1891, when he was 
released to proceed to Manitoba. The 
Rev. Dr. Campbell succeeded Mr. White, 
and he. in I960, resigned and was succeed
ed by the present incumbent. Rev. A. E.
Mitchell.

JAMES BAXTER, 
Chairman Building Committee.

R. Stewart, C. R.
(ieorge Hainan, R. K. Scott, 
ihouipson, J. A. Bowman, with 

Mr. A. Andrew and Mr. (Ieorge Rochester 
us honorary members. Instructions were 
given this committee by the congrrçoition 
to prepare plan» for the new building. 
Mr. J. P. McLaren was retained as arehi- 

Work was rapidly proceeded with 
, un,‘ u8“in the cerenomy of laying the cor- 

gone through. The beautiful 
new edifice is now practically completed.

'Hie church from an architectural 
standpoint is a very handsome structure. 
Stately in appearance, strong in it* 
struct ion and simple in its outline, it 
presents a striking appearance. The 
material used is grey limestone and the 
interior finish is done in light oak. The 
auditorium is amphitheatre shaped, the 
pulpit and the choir gallery immediately 
to the rear of it bel

So disastrous was the effect
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■Mmà “tng situated at the 
eu»t end. Circling the church in 11 
graceful sweep is a large gallery, ealiable 
<‘i seating about 400 people, 
seating capacity is 1,100.
•broad and
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The seats, 
high-backed, are of the most 

comfortable construction. They are
rnnilo of ,1,1,. Willi quartered oak end«. 
I lie church I» most imnvenlently laid 
rhere are three entrance*, from the
street, two front entrance» on Bronson 
avenue and n side entrance on MncLaren 
street. To the left of the pulpit there 
is a co«y vestry, while umlemeuUi the 
Dioir gallery there is a large room. 1ft 
leet by 2S feet, which is to lie fitted 
up for a ladies’ parlor. The choir will 
also use it for a waiting room. It 
is most admirably adapted for this;
1>o«e. as on either side of the room there 
is a staircase leading to the gallery.

I'lie church will cost somewhere about 
assumed the Xo °ne wl>" has seen

pastorate on the first Sunday in February .f*!1'1?"1* “tnicture «in help feel-
1901, the state oftlie congregation was verv "lg| ! ‘“I th® monPy Wns we|1 expended
low indeed. I, wa* l,s.s ,lm„ a year afteï ST*the disastrous fire. Sixty cent of fund- ehlî^d "* 
lies of the congregation had lost their 
homes. In a very short time, howe 
M*'. Mitchell succeeded in

REV. A. E. MITCHELL 
P»itor.

Wlira Rev. Mr. Mitchell

Ps cent told.
committee, which lias die- 

Its duties most creditnlily, 1» 
composed of Messrs, .fumes Baxter, 

,1 v.er- mi"Innan : V, R. Johnston, secretary
™,H cingrewilion to renews effort* Th'? F- It'T'L' M'e,vmre,'; n°l>«rt

:î'Æ't uraSr
^gregntmn steadily had Hiarue of the services and with himE—JE5 r™Fne.cssity of ere, ting a largir church. At Ottawa Presbytery and I)r Annitrumr 

the annual merlin* m January. 1005, » Moderator of the' General Assembly id
h ni* .panted ..... - Canada. Both viï'uXtZ,*.

8 J»mc8 Baiter. Itev. Dr. Johnston’» sermon wae cer-

JOHN K. STEWART, 
Treasurer of Church.
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Erskine Church Opened
Crowded Congregations
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