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resoslved to be a Christian.  His clan,
8,000 strong, were enraged. There was
& viok in the streets—in the .ouse the
poison, eup was ready. Better death
than loss of easte.

In-another town a boy took his stand
and was baptized, thus breaking caste.
His easte men got hold of him, and next
time he was seen (‘he was a raving
Junatie.

In another part of the field a low-
caste man and his wife partly: believed.
The village soothsayer warned them,
‘‘their ‘father’s god would be angry.’
They didn't heed, but went on, and sud-
dexly: their baby died. This was too
muoeh for: their faith, and both went
back to-idolatry. A few years after
their eldest child began to learn, and
the mother’s faith revived. ‘The sooth-
sayer and her husband reminded her of
the babe, but she was brave, and let
the child learn. Then her cow died
suddenly. ““Did we not tell you,’’ 8o
they said. She was staggered at first,
but then became more earnest in faith.
So the soothsayer threatened worse. A
caste meeting was called to determine
what conld be done with this woman.
The husband attended this meeting, and
was treated to some rice and curry. He
became violently ill on his way home,
and died. The relatives said the wo-
man was: the eause of her. husband’s
death, and took her only son from her.
Théy gave her two weeks to mourn and
return .to her god. Then, finding her
mind fixed on Christ, sent her to Bur-
mah. This surely shows the power of
caste, -of the eruelty that would hound
A poor woman down, and send her bereft
of all $he loved into exile, - And when
you remember the ecaste was ‘“low,’’
whieh they took such infinite pains to
guard, you ean imagine what the scorn
and hate would be if the caste were
higher or high,

Look at easte in  another way-—its
Power dn the eommon things of life.

For example, take a kitehen and the
operations of cooking, The kitchen in'
every Indian household is a kind of
sanctuary or holy ground. .he mere
glance of a man of inferior caste makes
the greatest delicacies uneatable. If
such a glance happens to fall on the
family supplies , during the _cooking
operations, when the eeremonial purity
of the water used is a matter of al-
most life or death to every member. of
the household, the whole repast has to
be throwh away, as if poisoned. Food
thus polluted would taint the souls as
well as the bodies of the ‘eaters, . It
one were to break the easte by Baptism,
she could take no part in the eooking,—
her presence, her shadow, above all, her
toueh, would be simply pollution:

If a merehant -beeomes. a Christian,
no one will buy his gopds.
no one will buy his eloth.
no one will buy his thread.
ler, no one will employ him.

If a wea -er,
If a dyer,
If a jewel

Every particular oceupation in life
represents a partieular caste. Thus it
ean be understpod how matters are eom-
plicated. A man wants to become a
Christian, say from the blacksmith or
earpenter caste. As a Christian he
loses his trade, and has been trained
to mo other. A lad of the brassworker
caste, once came to the eonclusion that
Christianity is the true religion, His
father was not strong, he had to sup-
port his mother, little  brothers and
sisters. If he beeame a Christian, no
one would buy his vessels, no one would
sell him brass, and he knew only
inherited trade. This makes work in
India diffieult. One little lad where
the missionary visited had suffered
for months, had hardly slept. The
missionary begged them to take him to
the hospital, but they said to go to. the
hospital was against their caste, Then
she pleaded to let her take him-and
try to ease the pain, but they said §f
he died away from home, it would dis-




