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BATTALION CE.F.

N July, 1915, at wis deaded o
raise an infantry battalion from
amony the cavalry regmments of

‘Yoronto, Brantford and St. Cath-
arines.  The 9th Misstasauga Horse,

with their usual energy, rvaised men
so quickly that permission waz oh-
tained to recruit a full battalion, 1t
speaks well for all these conneeted
with the work at this time that the
battalion was recruited up to fult
strength in ten davs. A proportion
ot the credit was due to the energy
and organizing ability of 1.4.-Col. Vo
Grand Reed, 0.C, 170th Mississaugas
then licutenant in the 9th M. H.
command of the machine gun section.
Lt.-Col. 8. (. Beckett, Commanding
Officer of the Hth M. H., took com-
mana of the battalion. Early in Au
gust they went to Ningara camp, 2
breakfast was given to the officers by
Mayor Church that morning.  The
trip was muade on the Corona in one
of the worst storms experienced or
the lake.

It was a tired but cheerfui body

August, in the neighborhood of St
Eloi. This portion of the line was at
that time held by the 1ith Brigade,
under Brig.-General Odlum, whose
divisional  commander was  Major-
General Watson, of the 4th bivasion.

Tae battalion’s first turn of duty
in the trenches covered it period of
2% dayvs, an unusually loug time, but
ofticers and men quickly adapted
themzelves  to the  discomfort of
trench work and proved themselves
quite up to the standard which their
friend: and admirers expeeted. The
peviod was one of normail trench
warfare, with bombing, artiliery fire
and trench raids. On the night of
Sept 8th and 9th a trench raid was
condueted under Lieut. H. L. Deviin
and Lieut. F. C. Howard, both a
whom hinve since been missing, al-
thourh Devlin is now reported a pri-
soner.  The ruid was carried out sue-
cessiuliy. though both of these yvouny
officers were severely wouvnded and
were placed in a shell-hole by their
men for safety. As they did not re-
turn a search party was organized in

of men, some in plain clothes, sonie
in uniform, that disembarked at Nia-
gara-on-the-Lake. but they were full
of the spirit and enthusiusn which
has since resulted in their rocognition as one of the best bat-
tzlions raised in Toronto. During their pertod in camp 250
men left in a draft and the it yecruited up to strength in
four davs.

After two months’ trainev in camp they returned to To-
rento and took up quarters at Exhibition. It was difficult to
realize that the half-uniformed mob which arrived in Niagara
that wet morning was the same body which returned in a fow
weeks a well sct-up., =mart and businesslike battalion.  The
work of training was kept up and all remember the excellent
appearance they r ade in a parade through the ¢ity which was
held while they were quartered in Toronto: evepry marn seemed
personally interested in Reeping up to the higgh veputation which
the unit had already earned.

In March. 1916, the battalion sailed for Eugland, and after
an unecventful vovage, disembarked gafely and proceeded to
Bram=zhot. Here trainint was started all over again from re-
cruit work on. Sections uand platoons were engaged in bombing,
pavonet, musketry and mackine gun work, and all the intri-
cacies of L:ench tactics were readily abgorbea by minds bent on
“doing their bit”. A hich degree of greneral efficiency was reach-
ed when 8§30 wen were drafted to France to reinforce the 3rd
Jattalion. 2rd Pioneer Battalion and 60th Battalion. All the
75th Battalien officers and the bulk of the non-commissioned
officers remained with those left and the battalion was reorgan-
ized and brought up to strength by drafts from the S4th Bat-
talion, ancther Toronte unit. The new material, while arriving
in Eagland much later than the 73th Battalion. seon veached a
high standard of efliciency and carly in August the battalion
ieft for France, disembarking at an unnamed port and proceed-
ing immediately to billets in the rear of the front line. FEach
company went into the trenches separately with other nits for
two davs' instruction. and ten days after arrival in France the
battalion went into the {renches as a unit about the middle of
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the forenoon of the Hth Septi. in
oroad daylight, and at about 1 p.m.
they set out un their extremely haz-
ardous orrand with a devotion and
willingness whidly is bevond praise. British artillers maintained
a barrace during this search. Theve were five in the party and
they carried two stretchers. Their efforts were unsuccessiul,
titough they found a revelver and the caps of the missing of-
ficers. Al returned safely to the trenches keenly disappointed.
The members of this forlorn hope were all rewarded and com-
plimented individually by the General. Sergt. B. C. Rowley. of
“A” Company, was awarded the Military Medal and recom-
mended for & cemmission.  Corporal Bullen, “A” Company, the
Military Medal, and since promaoted ta rank of sergeant. Cor-
poral McGowan, “A” Company. was awarded a bar to a Nis
tinguished Conduct Medal earned in South Africa.  Private
Richardson, of “A” Company, a Military Medal, and since pro-
moted to corporal.  Private Nobbs, the Military Medal.

Amonygr the other honors won by this battalion during their
first turn in the trenches were Military Cross to Licut. W, K.
Commins. then acting bombing oflicer, succeeding licut. Devlin.
Military Medals were awarded Pte. Arding and te. Sale, both
of the bombing scction, making 2 total of one Military Cross.
one har to D.C.M., and six Military Medals earned by men of
the 75th in their first experience of modern fighting.

Casualties numbered about 150 of all ranks, among them
being Licut. Bartle, of Niagara Falls, Ont., who was killed on
his first turm of duty. Lieut. Benson Wright, of the machine
gun section. was wounded on the second day in the trenches.
Cupt. G. 1. Watt was painfully wounded, by high-explosive,
while inspecting his scction of their trench and lost his right
eye. He iz now on leave at home. Lieut. M. A, Neefon was
painfully wounded in the face while repelling a Germun raid,
wkich was a miserable failure and never reached the parapets:
he bravely and with fortitude remained on duty. Tieut. J. C.
Snelgrove, while conducting a raid on the German lines, was
wounded in the mouth by a bomb and is now in Toronto recov-
ering. (Continued on next pawe).
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