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was eminently lo he (lespised. Noihinj; niiif h more severe rnn
be said of him than the remarks of Horace Walpole—upon his

'Diary;' in which he observes that Dodington records Httle

but what is to his own disgrace; as if he tliought that the world
would forgive his inconsistencies as readily as he forgave him-

self ' Had he adopted,' Horace well observes, 'the Frenc h

title " Confessions,'' it would have seemed to imply some kind
of penitence.'

IJut vain-glory engrossed him :
' He was determined to raise

an altar to himself, and for want of burnt offerings, lighted the

pyre, like a great author (Rousseau), with his own character.'

It was saitl by the same acute observer, both of Lord Her-
vey and of Bubb Dodington, that they were the only two
persons he ever knew that were always aiming at wit and never
finding it.' And here, it seems, most that can be testified in

l)raise of a heartless, clever man, must be summed up.

Lord IMelcombe's jjropcrty, with the exception of a few lega-

cies, devolved upon his cousin 'Hiomns Wyndham, of Ham-
mersmith, by whom his Lordship's jjapers, letters, and poems,
were bequeathetl to Henry Penrudilocke \\'yndham, with an
injunction, that only such as ' might do honour to his memory
should be made jniblic'

After this, in addition to the true sa}'ing, <lefend us from our
friends, one may exclaim, • defend us from our e.vecutors and
editors.'
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