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places, fnghtened by the solitude. One had a dead bird i

a little cage; he had wandered nearly twenty miles, an
when his poor favourite died, lost courage, and lay dow
beside him. Another was discovered in a yard hard by th
school, sleepmg with a dog, who bit at those who came t
remove hun, and licked the sleeping child's pale face.
They were taken back, and some other stragglers wei

recovered; but by degrees they were claimed, or lost apair
and, m course of time, Dotheboys Hall and its last breakin
up began to be forgotten by the neighbours, or to be onl
spoken of, as among the things that had been.

CHAPTER LXV

CONCXUSION

When her term of mourning had expired, Madeline gav(
her hand and fortune to Nicholas, and, on the same da^
and at the same time, Kate became Mrs. Frank Cheeryble
It was expected that Tim Linkinwater and Miss La Creev\
would have made a third couple on the occasion, but thev
declined. Two or three weeks afterwards they went oul
together one morning before breakfast, and, coming back
with merry faces, were found to have been quietly married
that day.

The money which Nicholas acquired in right of his wife
he invested in the firm of Cheeryble Brothers, in which Frank
had become a partner. Before many years elapsed, the
business besran to be carried on in the names of " Cheervble
and Nickleby," so that Mrs. Nickleby's prophetic anticipa-
tions were realised at last.

The twin brothers retired. Who needs to be told that
they were happy? They were surrounded by happiness of
their own creation, and lived but to increase it.

Tim Linkinwater condescended, after much entreaty and
brow-beatmg, to accept a share in the house; but he could
never be prevailed upon to suffer the publication of his name
as a partner, and always persisted in the punctual and
regular discharge of liis clerkly duties.


