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British Columbia Indian
Conference
Held at Vancouver,

20th to 23rd June, 1916

STATEMENT
Iwued by the Committee appointed by the Conference.

28th June. 1916

DublishL. f.?tf
""'* the Secretary of Stnto for the Colonies, was

Tr bi 5

^"""^ VHn.-ouver h.uI was sent to e«.-h Fmlian
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' ^>^'°"'«' «« f'f l"'Hls of thrir for..fathe,-s. and underRoyal proclaniation. but sinc-e the days of Sir Ja.nes Douglas the loval Gov°ru'ment has not admitted their t-laims.
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All the Indians of the Provin.-e have for many yeai-s desiret rhat thi 'andquestion should be dee.ded. and to that end in the Cear 1909 ent a
p " .
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«t%?l°8 Edward VII.. and his Imperial .Minister, the H re.
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t«*f%^°°T^ "'•""* ^''"^ '^^ ''"P*-""' tJovernment refer t !«. n.estionto the Judicial Committee of His Majesty's Privv Council

1 ); ?f' ^ ''"T" °' '•'*'"^' °^ ""t'^'i Columbia to agree to a ..ferenceand the McKenna Agreement afterwards entere.l into by fhe (ioveru nems ofCanada and British Columbia, it seemed that the door of the Judie: ^ n nittShad been closed against the Indians, the Nishga Tribe was advised v.uit if one
trilie presented a direct and independent petition to the King's Great Court HisMajesty'. Privy Council, the door of the Judi.-ial Committee might n tha?way be opened, not only for that tribe, but for all other tril,es. The Nishgas
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With the approval of the Counsel for the Indian Rights Association, and
after full consultation with the Government of Canada, the Petition of theNishga Tribe was lodged in the Privy (^ouiicil in May, 1913. That action was
taken by the Nishgas with the earnest hope that the other tril)es would unitem recognizing their Petition as a test case relating to the .-laims of all the tribes.

XT- ,. ^^. "^ ^"*''*f* Petition had been loftged. the London lawyers of the
Nishga Tribe received from the liOrd President of the Privy Council a letter
stating as reason for not referring it to the Judicial Committee the supposed
fact that tlie Royal Coinmission appointed under the McKenna Agreement waa
considering the almriginal claims, which are the .subject of the Petition S"on
afterwards the Nishgas presented to the Royal Commission a memorial in
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