2 Excalibur January 31, 1974

Now Appearing

RONNIE
HAWKINS

A favorite drop in place for
celebrity visitors. Gordon Light-
foot, Kris Kristofferson, Rita
Coolidge, lan and Sylvia, etc.

NICKELODEON

279 Yonpe at Dundas Squ ire

W iuncheonl
el

from under

*1.00

Unique quick
self-service
snack bar . ..
hot and cold
specialties

YORK FINCH
RESTAURANT & TAVERN

1181 Finch Avenue just East of Keele Street
Telephone 638-3228

We offer Red Brand Top Quality Steaks,
Chops, Spare Ribs and Sea Food, in a plea-
sant atmosphere. Businessmen’s luncheon
also available.

e Fully licensed e Free Parking
Open daily til 1 a.m. except Sundays

City feet need Roots.

Yukon Root. Available
in choice of Kangaroo,
Black, Coco.

$34.00

-Portage Root. Water-

. proof boot with kid glove
lining. Kangaroo, Coco.
$46.00

NATURAL FOOTWEAR

1052 Yonge Street
(Opposite Rosedale Subway Station)

A COMMUNE THAT SAYS
SOMETHING DIFFERENT

What Do You Have
To Contribute?

Building Trades
Architecture
Mechanics
printing

Agriculture
Medicine
Bookkeeping
Teaching

Dentistry
Electricity
Law
Business

One or more persons from the above fields, and others, are
needed on a part-time or full-time basis to take part in a new
commune project.

Many modern day communes have been started for economical
reasons or because the participants wished to “Drop Out”. The
commune project you are now reading about is being founded
on certain specific guiding principles, some of which are as
follows:

* Individual Rights
* Particpating Democracy
* Freedom From Religion

* Different Approach to Teaching and
Raising Children
* Continuing Adult Education

* Individual Mental Development * Maximum Self-Reliance from Existing

Social System
* Full-time, Part-time and Associate
Membership

The comm:me will be located on a tract of land, with access to
the northern lakes, approximately two hours drive from Toronto.

* Self-Awareness
* Contribution and Distribution

Anyone with -any skills or abilities interested in participating in
this project should contact 921-6526 or write.

“Commune” 76 Scollard Slreot..Tor.

PHPWA complains

Mentally ill unfairly treated

By HONEY FISHER

Social discrimination and mental ill-
ness were topics recently discussed by
the Psychiatric Hospital Patients’
Welfare Association (PHPWA). The
PHPWA is a national charitable
organization. Its headquarters are in
Toronto.

The non-political association was
founded in 1969 by G. Tori Salter,
presently the executive director of
PHPWA.

Salter, a freelance writer, has
written for several well-known jour-
nals and has since gained nationwide
attention for her: crusade on behalf of
the mentally ill.

PHPWA is dedicated to promoting
the welfare of the mentally disabled
and is demanding an end to the dis-
crimination between the quality of
care and treatment of these people
and the physically disabled.

According to the group four times as
much money is spent on the care of
the hospitalized physically ill than on
the mentally ill, and more money is
-spent on the care of jailed criminals
than the hospitalized mentally ‘sick.
Considering the fact that one out of six
Canadians will spend some part of
their lives in a mental institution or
clinic, this present discrimination is
outmoded, unjust, and un-Canadian,
the organization states.

The Association is concerned about
the loneliness of people in psychiatric
hospitals who lack family and friends
in the community. Many of these
patients never have any visitors
because their families feel it is a
stigma to have someone in the family
in a mental institution.

Although most of the PHPWA
members are not medical
professionals, they act as volunteers to
help the disabled to iron out their dif-
ficulties.

The organization is also urging a
more objective basis for hospital com-
mittal, before the person is-deprived
of his freedom. According to the Men-
tal Health Act, citizens can be con-
fined to a psychiatric facility against
their will, from the decision of merely
one doctor, who may be lacking in psy-
chiatric training.

Another subjective basis for this
procedure is the judgment of a
policeman in arresting a citizen. Any
citizen they judge mentally disabled
can be involuntarily committed to a
psychiatric institution. There, he will
be detained for observation and
examination if the police are satisfied
it’s necessary.

Committal to a mental hospital can
cause possible loss of one’s job,
property_ rights, and reputation the
organization says. Very few cases of
involuntarily committed patients who
make an appeal to the review board

are actually discharged from the in- -

stitution the Association states.
PHPWA feels there is a strong need
for legal aid services in institutions
and has urged the government to set
up a duty counsel of lawyers to visit
public psychiatric hospitals in Ontario
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on a regular basis.

In the early part of 1973, the provin-
cial government gave PHPWA its ap-
proval and acceptance of the legal aid
plan and the formation of a duty
counsel. But since this time, the
government seems to have backed
down on its promises and is hesistant
to give aid, Salter said.

Salter said there has been a con-
tinuous passing of the buck and con-
siders the government’s attitude con-
temptuous

Many in the medical professxon
believe that some experimental
procedures carried on in the hospitals
must be continued if medical science
is to push ahead. But PHPWA is of the
opinion that experimental operations
like psychosurgery are crimes against
humanity

Donald Weitz, key speaker at the
association’s meeting, spoke of the
“oppressive” treatment of mental
patients in the institutions.

Weitz, himself a former mental
patient over thirty years ago, and now
a psychologist, has literally seen “both
sides”, and spoke of the many terrible

experiences that happen to patients.

He said he has seen patients actually
mutilated from experimental psy-
chosurgery. This operation involves
destroying tiny portions of brain tissue
in the hope of changing the behaviour
patterns and emotional make-up of
mentally disabled persons who do not
respond to other forms of treatment.
The ability of the person to think and
feel is reduced and resulting brain
damage is irreversible.

Both Weitz and Salter mentioned
cases of patients who, after the opera-
tion, had lost touch with reality and
became mumbling .idiots,

“vegetables”. Weitz also said in-
discriminate use of drugs in psy-
chiatric treatment results in patients
living in what he called ‘‘chemical
straitjackets”.

The association asks for acuon and
participation. The support could come
largely from students and young peo-
ple, still the “uncorrupted ones” in
society, Salter said. She urged anyone
interested in adding support to the
cause to phone 461-8547.

East African Airways rife with dope

LONDON (CUP-ANS) — A'London
court has been told that East African
Airways is rife with dope smugglers.

A drug squad detective told a Judge
at the Old Bailey that many people in-
volved .with the airline are involved
with transporting Kenyan bhangi hash
into Britain. Police have eight people
awaiting trial on charges connected
with smuggling seven suitcases of
hash.

English customs men seized more

than nine tons of marijuana and
arrested more than 500 people last
year. More than 2,000 people were
arrested for pushing soft drugs.
Because of the arrests and seizures,
the price of an ounce of weed has risen
dramatically. Seizures of both
marijuana and hashish have also in-
creased. Police reports list Pakistan,
Jamaica, Morocco, Nigeria, Lebanon,
Afghanistan, India and Kenya as coun-
tries importing most of the dope to
England.

For Appointments
Call: 661-4888

Dr. Arthur Train
JENTAL SURGEON

is pleased to announce

the opening of his new office for the
practice of General Dentistry.

University City Plaza

75 Four Winds Drive
Downsview, Ont.

Fed up with the lunchtime blues?

Come’n over to the Half Way House in historical Pioneer
Village — Relax with a cool draught in a warm early -

Canadian atmosphere.

Take off an hour or two. Who knows, you might even find
half of your 2 o’clock lecture here?

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK—11:30 to 4:00 pm—TELEPHONE 636-4713
Hot meals served from

11-3 p.m.
THE HALF WAY HOUSE TAVERN
BLACK CREEK PIONEER VILLAGE, STEELES AVENUE AT JANE STREET

QUEEN’S
UNIVERSITY

Chairman

MBA Program

School of Business
QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY
Kingston, Ontario

(613) 5472923

Please send me further information
on Queen’s MBA Program
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What are the career
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How does Queen’s help?
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