= C e o ke

The mendicant’s quirky cafe

round the Corne‘

rom maritime mal
I ursé)a\f = -éf'éi/,xi seﬁ@«qber 4 R 1O

by Emily Macnaughton

Look through the window at Bai-
ley’s café. Consider the seedy interior,
the broken-looking regulars, the lousy
food and the bitter coffee. Before you
turn away, see how the faded lady with
the shaking hands holds her coffee
mug like fine bone china, see the proud
stance of the stone-faced man in the
summer dress — listen for a minute.
About you a story is being told.

LITERATURE
Bailey’s Café
Gloria Naylor

Bailey's Café , American author
Gloria Naylor's latest novel, is a run-
downdinerin post-war Brooklyn where
the clientele “don’t come for the food
and they don’t come for the atmos-
phere”. They keep coming back be-
cause birds of a feather stick together
and these wounded birds need a place
to roost. They've had a long hard

journey.
What goes on at the café is a many-

voiced jam session of storytelling; part
parable, part blues tune. The narrator’s
song always compels, convinces and
creates an atmosphere evoking the
wisdom and the sorrow found within.

We hear of Miss Maple, the man in
the dress, a black Ph.D. from Stanford
on an unsuccessful pilgrimage across
the States, searching for the job he
rightfully deserves. Or Sadie, a deli-
cate wino who turns ten-cent tricks to
pay for her liquor. And Eve, the owner
of the “boarding house” on the comner,
where female tenants cater to men’s
basest desires, but take their payment
in flowers. The narrative spans across
the country and the world, incorporat-
ingintoits roadmap America's popular
mythology: Intergrated baseball be-
comesa metaphor for institutional rac-
ism, prostitutes and fortune-hunters
are saints, bebop 45s become Bible
stories.

The novel manipulates the most
difficult subjects gracefully. Naylor
describes scenes of racism, incest, alco-
holism, and sexual abuse with hopeful
realism. Her tone is never preachy or
sentimental. As Bailey's Café’s name-

less propietor lucidly observes, “I don't
believe that life is supposed to make
you feel good, or make you feel miser-
able either. Life is just supposed to
make you feel.” The quest for feeling
becomes the driving force of the tale.

Anyone who's heard the blues can
tell you about the music's intense, rich
emotion, that maelstrom whipped up
every time some new singer bellows
out the history of their pain. The music
transforms shabby into magic, the singer
becomes mystic, travelling beyond the
banality of failure and tragedy with an
objective singleness of purpose which
never pities or congratulates once the
voyage ends.

The novel’s true beauty bursts forth
from the author’s genius for compas-
sion. Naylor never judges, patronizes
or glorifies for an instant. She only
realizes what DaVinci’s once advised
his students: “Look into the stains of
walls, or ashes of a fire, or mud or like
places where you mayfind marvellous
ideas”. Notonly does she find ideas but
messages of love, courage and hope.
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THE HALIFAX POP EXPLOSION

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 22
WASHINGTONDC'S o J A L $8

VELOUTY OB & Beduriee

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 24
MONTREAL'S BUBAISKULL st

DOUCHRONS & Bkt

LEONARD CONAN * 5‘2

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 25
CALIFORNIA'S FONTDENCE PR32 SLEN0S

FEOD O &

TICKETS ON SALE WED. SEPT7
@ THE DEUCE, DAL SUB,
& DISCHORD RECORDS

CHARGE ORDERS

ACCEPTED AT DISCHORD UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED $3 0

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 23
LQUBHRLON g, i &
OF SEBADOH  QUAHOGS>

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 25: ALL AGES 1 - 4 PM
LOUBHRLON g SCARCE
OF SEBADOH MERGE?

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 26

DALHOUSIE MAC INNIS ROOM , 7PM. ALL AGES
REAL'S CALIFOHNIA'S ST

DOUGHBOYS REDD KROSS sis

WITH THRUSH HERMIT & HIP CLUB GROOVE

FESTIVAL
PASS

Student Union Building

CHRISTMAS COMES EARLY!

494-2054

Main Floor

*Limit one entry per purchase |

® 9 TRAVELCUTS
i & Going Your Way!

Please present this coupon upon
purchase of any airfare valued at
$200 or more by October 29, 1993.
You will be eligible to win a Travel
Cuts Gift Certificate valued up to
$200 for future travel. Merry
Christmas from Travel Cuts!

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE #

Travel Company of the Canadian Federation of Students

Monday," 4pm

= s a good time.

FUTONS

THE FUTON STORE
1578 Argyle St.
Halifax, N.S.
425-6997
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