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DRIVE A SKODA 
^ ONLY $5295*
"European driving 

for 85 years
JUST SOME OF THE STANDARD FEATURES:

• Waxoyl Rustproofing with 5 yrs. guarantee • Reinforced 
“Safety Cage" passenger compartment • Radial all season 
tires • Dual side mirrors • Intermittent wipers • Electric 
rear defrost • Reclining front seats • Split fold down rear 
seats • 4 cyl. water cooled gas engine mounted in rear • 
Rear wheel drive for excellent traction • Quartz halogen 
European headlights • 4 wheel independent suspension • 
plus more

4.

Plus Freight, P.D.E., Tax, License and dealer 
installed options if any.
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Who is Martin Guerre? Why has he come back?
. The Return of Martin Guerre 
by Daniel Vigne

”*81*60’s and 70's, but how many 
Godard films have you seen?

Anyway, The Return of Martin 
Guerre concerns a bizarre inci
dent in French history. Martin 
Guerre (played by the ubiquitous 
Gérard Depardier), soon after 
marrying and fathering a son, 
disappears. He returns, and is 
forgiven and accepted back into 
his village and his family. Ques
tions soon develop over his iden
tity. I won't give away the out
come, but there is a surprise 
ending and lots of ambiguities 
that are left open to interpre
tation.

To say the least this is a sump
tuous historical re-creation, albeit

on a moderate scale.
The Director, Daniel Vigne, in 

his first feature, manages to sus
tain an energetic tone while 
presenting a reasonably scholarly 
period piece. You will not be 
forced to suffer through a sociol
ogy or anthropology lesson.

The narrative, which was once 
a very dirty word in the French 
cinema, focuses your interest 
right up to the last frame.

Depardiere is in his usual fine 
form (later on this spring at 
Wormwoods we'll see him as 
Wadja’s Danton), carrying most 
of the film on his shoulders.

His leading lady is Nathalie 
Baye, who manages, with very 
few lines, to express much mys
tery and compassion. It is her 
situation that raises the most 
ambiguity, therefore her stoic 
resolve is the key to any moral 
conclusions.

Director Vigne is content to 
construct Brug Lel-like images, 
and then dwell on them. The 
film technique is very conven
tional, which suits the subject 
matter well. Frenetic camerawork 
just didn’t exist in 1550.

On the whole, then, an enjoy
able flick that approaches history 
(always a study of grotesque 
generalities) in a manner reflec
tive of these constrained times. 
Certainly The Return of Martin 
Guerre is a film that will do you 
no harm to see. By the way, 
notice how many patrons limped 
out of Yentl lately?

(Playing at Wormwood Jan. 27 
to Feb. 2.)

mmReview by R.F. Macdonald
This film has received some 

rather undue criticism since its 
release last summer. It seems that 
many critics find it overly glossy, 
chillingly empty or ultimately 
pointless.

Well, they're wrong. Not that 
The Return of Martin Guerre is 
any landmark in the history of 
cinema. It is, rather, a solidly 
entertaining film that marks the 
further consolidation of French 
film-making.

Let’s face it, they did explore 
some interesting extremes in the
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Catherine Ricketts 
Gazette Editer 
1983-Jan. 84

AT % CKDU DAL RADIO 
V 9 STAY TUNED FOR

Monday, February 6, 8-9 p.m.:
The Pretenders’ Learn How to 
Crawl with David Lutes 
Wednesday, February 8, 8-9 p.m.: 
Grass’ Yes Sir, I Will with Jayn 
Ritchie
IN CONCERT
Tuesday, February 7, 8-9 p.m.:

CLASSIC ROCK
Tuesday, February 7, 6-8 p.m.: 
Frank Zappa with John MacMas- 
ter (part III)
Thursday, February 9, 6-8 p.m.: 
The Kinks with Kristin Singer 
(part III)
HOT OFF THE PRESSES U2.
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SKODA

ATLANTIC SKODA
Distributors Ltd.
2821 Robie Street 
Halifax, N.S.
453-2770

Parts & Service 453-2110

SIMPLY NO 
COMPARISON.
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