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Bundy's execution in Florida this week has once again brought capital 
punishment into the news. But this timé we weren't shown the usual placard 
bearing protestors outside the penitentiary where the execution was taking place, 
but instead we saw relatives and friends of the killers victims popping champagne 
bottles at the news of Bundy's death and heard of a local D.J. encouraging people 
to turn off appliances so that they'd get more juice for the chair.

This week also saw the occurrence of a particularly distasteful crime here in 
Fredericton; a young girl was raped on her way to school. I've noticed that when 
people discussed the incident it wasn't uncommon to hear statements like "they 
should hang the bastard" and "he deserves the death penalty", not to mention some 
pretty grim suggestions as to the fate of the pervert's genitalia. People appear to be 
quite willing to endorse the death penalty for particularly heinous crimes, especially 
when it's close to home. Indeed, polls taken when the issue was being debated in 
Parliament suggested that a majority of Canadians were in favour of capital 
punishment for certain crimes, even though MP's didn't like the idea.

Personally, I agree with the death penalty in certain instances but, like many 
others I'm sure, I have doubts regarding our justice system's ability to administer 
it. What if you execute the wrong person? The experience of Donald Marshall, a 
Nova Scotia man who spent years in person for a crime he didn't commit, is an 
example of the fallibility of our justice system.

Obviously, if the death penalty were implemented, you would only apply it in 
cases where the evidence was overwhelming, but isn't that also the current 
requirement for a life sentence? Mistakes have been made there before and probably 
will again.

No system is perfect, but a legal system should be damn close to it before it is 
given the right to pass such a final judgement. Hopefully ours is striving to such a 
level of competence so as to be able to make such decisions, whether or not it ever 
actually gets the power to do so.

Stéphane Comeau
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Typesetters extraordinare:
Tina Bakari,Chris Daley, Denise Holloway,

Cindy Fitzhebert.

The Brunswickan. in its 123rd year of publication, is 
Canada's oldest official student publication. The 
Brunswickan's offices are located in Rm 35 of the Univer
sity of New Brunswick's Student Union Building, P.O. 
Box 4400, College Hill, Fredericton N.B., E3B 5A3. Tel. 
453-4983.

The Brunswickan is published by Brunswickan Pub
lishing Inc. and printed with flair by Henley Printing Ltd., 
Woodstock, N.B.
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Brunswickan. (506) 453-4983. National advertising rates 
are available from Youthstream Canada Ltd., 1541 Ave-vr nue Road, Suite 203, Toronto, Ont. M5M 3X4, Tel: (416) 
787-4911.

Articles printed in The Brunswickan may be freely 
reproduced provided proper credit is given.
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Four More Years


