_“Letters
Give a fig!

To the Editor:

I have followed with interest the stories in The Gateway
about the S.U. Council’s unwillingness to significantly
engage international issues. | know that “unwillingness”
well — from my own university student days and from
working within the Church.

. Michael Hunter, S.U. VP External, is to be commended
for his vision and desire to bridge local campus issues with
international issues that affect all of us. Statements, but
more significantly actions, taken by the U of A Students’
Union, far from being a “tempest in a teapot” can have a

significant effect on students and university communitiesin -

other contexts.

The University of Alberta Chaplains’ Association hasbeen

most grateful for cooperation with the office of VP External
for co-sponsoring presentations on significant isues. The

ins will continue to provide that larger context with
which to relate faith and life issues on this campus.

We are presently attempting to provide such a perspec-
tive through our film series on “Is Christianity Racist?”
which has thus far explored the Aryan Nations, Native Can-
adians, and the Holocaust.

We will have, on campus, Monday and Tuesday, October
27 and 28, Rev. Brian Burchfield, a white North American
Lutheran pastor who was working in South Africa this year
until his deportation in July — his version of events is much
different from the official version.

Some members of the SU Council may not give a fig for
these presentations. But others within the university com-
munity may want to take advantage of hearing this person
speak. g

Stephen M. Larson
Lutheran Chaplain (432-4513)

Prayer denied?

To the Editor:
Re: Muslim club denied office space. Oct. 15

While we are thankful for the publicity given to our
Association, the story contains slanderous allegations and
false accusations. ;

We will deal with the charges made against us so that your
readers may judge the matter and may see the utter hollow-
ness of Mr. Rick Stedman’s ostensible reasons for his wrong-
ful denial of office space to a legitimate student association
such as ours.

Charge no. 1: The M.S.A., in previous years, was using the
office space for purposes not put down in the application.
The purpose allegedly concealed was prayer and “regularly
moving around office furniture to facilitate this.”
Our response: The place was very definitely used for the
noon day prayer and we make no secret of it. The keeping
up of prayer at the appointed times is a part of our religion,
Islam, and we are not ashamed of it.

cont'd...

«.cont’d.

But the charge of concealment is false: the application for -

office space asks for an explanation. In response we listed its
official aims are hobby, recreational, public service, reli-
gious, sports, and welfare.

Charge no. 2: We are accused of a) monopolizing office
space by depriving other clubs access to the common
space; b) stacking other clubs’ stuff, making itimpossible for
the other clubs to use the office; c) being incapable of
sharing common space.

Our response: Were any complaints from the aggrieved
clubs received by the S.U.2 If not, that is the end of the
matter. If complaints were indeed received, was our associa-
tion notified of such complaints? No. Was our association
given a chance to answer or to mend its erring ways? Never,
not once.

This being the case, Mr. Stedman canot bring up these
false accusations now and deprive the association of a right-
ful benefit. i d )

Charge no. 3: We booked rooms improperly and became
abusive to S.U. staff on several occasions.

Our response: If true, this is a serious matter reflecting
adversely on our association. What was the impropriety in
the booking of the rooms? Were we told of it or put on
notice? Were we given a chance to explain or mend our
ways? No.

The truth of the matter is that every day at lunch time a
few members (6-10) gathered to pray for about 1/2an hour.
Furniture was moved to facilitate the prayer, but it was
replaced immediately after. The noon time prayer was per-
formed only during a very specific period (lunch time) and
at no other time. No members of the other clubs ever
expressed any desire or need to use the office for their
purposes during this time. The office was free to the other
clubs at all other times, and if they chose not to use it, is it fair
to blame us? .

We approached Mr. Stedman assuring him that we would
cease the practice of prayer there if it was felt to cause
inconvenience to others, but he was not prepared to give us
a fair hearing.

Abdelilah Bennani

MSA President

P.S. | was not accurately quoted. | did not use the phrase

“likening prayer to taking off your coat at the door”. The

wrong impression that some may get from these words is

that Muslims consider prayer a casual and trivial activity.
Nothing could be farther from the truth.

We goofed

To the Editor:

In your report on the Students’ Council meeting of 14
October (The Gateway, 21 October 1986), you erroneously
reported that a motion urging the Executive to lobby for the
restoration of “happy hour” at RATT and Dewey’s was
passed “with great support.” In fact, support for the motion
was somewhat less than overwhelming: it scraped by on a
vote of 14 to 12.

Stephen Phillips
S.U. Law Rep

“ Humour &

Now and then, my mind tends to wander into the realm
of the unknown, asking questions like...

— What if the Hawaiian Islands were still called the Sand-
wich Islands? Would Oahu now be named Peanut-butter-
and-jelly? Would Maui be referred to as Ham-and-Swiss-
on-rye? Someone ought to look into this. There’s money to
be made in t-shirts here.

— Why are sequels almost never as good as the original
movies? And why are there so many of them? Hollywood
has even started making sequels to classics like The Wizard
of Oz,and Psycho. What’s next — a sequel to Gone With the
Wind? | can just see the ads: Rhett returns in Back With the
Breeze. Nah, they wouldn’t be that creative. It’d be Gone

With the Wind, Part 1. Not part 2, you understand — Part I,

— Why are Roman numerals so popular? How much
would it cost to produce a calculator that would operate in

Roman numerals? Are we overlooking a major market?

— Where did Scotland Yard get its name? | mean, it’s not
in Scotland and it’s not in somebody’s back yard, either... is
it? They shouldn’t change it after this amount of time, but
wouldn’t “London Public Detective Office” have been bet-
ter to start with? Sure, it would have been less creative — but
do we really want police departments to have creative
names? What if every police department in the world had
been named with the same amount of thought? Visitors to
Los Angeles might realize that they would have to call
“Sacramento Lawn”’ to get the police, but would tourists in,
say Hartford, know that the law was in the phone book
under “Boston Gardens?” 2

— Why do some tennis shoes cost seventy dollars a pair?
Are they taxed heavily? Are we importing them from Tas-
mania? Oh. You say that that kind of price tag is only found
on precision-engineered, electronically-enhanced, Japa-
nese ultrasneakers? Well, are they worth it? Would expen-
sive shoes really make a difference in a tennis match
between you and Bjorn Borg?

— Do Brian Mulroney and John Turner ever buy lottery
tickets? How big a fuss would be made if one of them won
Lotto 6/49? :

— What happened to Michael Jackson? Remember
when it was impossible to turn on the television without
seeing a story about Michal Jackson? Even on Hockey Night
in Canada? Where is he now? Did the aliens get him? Why
haven’t we heard about any U.F.O. landings lately (except,
of course, in the supermarket tabloids)? Why do super-
market tabloids exist? Did aliens start them in order to cover
up their activities? Are those very aliens watching us right
now (and forcing Michael Jackson to write disco songs),
secure in the knowledge that anyone who reports seeing
;r:’ of their ships will be completely ignored by the credible

ia? ;

— Why are piano keys always black and white? | mean,
wouldn’t you think that some interior designer could have
come up with some different colours? Other items that are
traditionally black and white are seen in different colours
occasionally. Look at chess pieces. They always used to be
black and white. Now you see them in silver and gold, white
and green, white and red (like peppermint), chocolate and
butterscotch...to heck with this. I’'m going to go eat. See you
next week.

Greg Whiting




