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PRODIGAL EGO

1 ie arme were dead, with surges of
trIo vibration$ ail over, hie bodNONE of those , n Markli

coachi the niglit of the i

knew juet what hapi
when the plianton man

eti through. But Hoag himeel! a

eudideti acrose the fieldse bacli t(
clty realîzeti vlvldly that lie liad
only sBeen Helen Munro lu the
but lie liad touchei lier ae lie
through.

one o! hie firet coneolous acte
he had read the newepaper etori
the holdup wae to write Helen a

note lu whlch lie said:
1 only wanted to Save Ycu froni

exploited for adyertiflg. I aux
if I interfered wIVh your hapnes
was a simple thing to do, but it co
more than I eau tell you. I liad
to myseif never to you &gain e

in a imovie or a dreani; and'nev
touch yoU. I have iraken betli.
lias no moral meaniflg to me. 1
means iliat the progress 1 lied mi
&Ul tobe made over. 1 amrn ot wvel
I shail be-I can't tell you how.
weli. with. me As not wliat h la to
people. Please tion't worry. Toi
prd ýbaibiy Dot let thls until 1 amu
recovereti. I arn golng out 01 tOWfl
fer. Just -across the baY. 110w
don't kçnoW. But I Want tO be alc

Hoag carlefully foltied that lett

to an envelope anti put It An bie p
He ealît to hîmself that the roas
had written it thon ineteati of
lie wanteti to mail it ýwas that tie

i are no eplri meane o! comm
tion.

H OPEFUL leainig etiene
giv#11 a pentecostal thri
Henry Marliham, chaîrmail

Trustee Board of the now Pubili

eral Hospital. Thie wae hantis
etgoed up. Fîret meeting ef the

electeti Boardi after the repor

boon reati, dlscuseed anti adopte
chaîrmian rlBs anti >vitb magn

enthuxelasm ln hie volce makes

mal presetitatloli to the truste

belial! of the city of The New Ni
Warti.

This wae a splendid hobby o!

ham'e. Hie hati, as lie saiti, se

many people haraset by motior

preseure that lie longeti te ses
botter provision matie for the

ment of nerve cases. Ho bellovE

inany poople were buntiled

âsylume beforo tlioy were prov

THE Markham net slowly 'weaves its couls about h man
Hoag. .What is the secret power of the Markham

Sorganization ? What means could a man likeHoag, pen-
Sniless, psychic, atone, devise to circumvent that power ?

This instalment depicting Hoag' s expériences alone on an
island, shows how, he began to develop the opposition..

_-7ý 1 STRUGGLIE between two Principles expressed by two Opposite Personalities. Hoag is an

.I.Agent of the Unseen, a believer in what sorne people call psychics-which lie did net

pretend to understand. Henry lVarkliam je an Agent of the Hidden Hand, a believer in an

Barthly Force whose power bas a riglit to make him a slave.

Hoag ie offered a large salary by Henry Markham te be a spiritual spy among Markham

iron-workers. He refuses. He becornes labor reporter on the Clarion, an organ of the work-

in&-me1l, and Baturday edfitor of a psychic and socialistiecoolu.mn entitled " Other Worlds

Than Ours." Markharn discovers an iron nine and carrnes out a new cycle of steel indus-

tries. Part of his scheme is niarriage te, Helen Munro, life-long friend of Martin Hoag. The

ele- lan shadow-nian, absorbed ini psychics, in democracy of the imagination, in dreams, in moviug

~ic. pictures, sets himself the task of circumventing Markhamf, wlio uses newspapers, philan-

tliropy, politics, businees--everyti11g te gain bis purpose., Iu a recent ins1talment, Mrs.

Lam'e 'Bartop, landlady, puzzbed by Hoag's ghostly, movemelite in her lieuse, îe stili further puzzled

odud by bis location of a pair of scissors while walking in hie eleep. Hoag gets a letten from Helen,

rush- whem ho visualftes as a phantom. A Board of, Trade banquet glorifies Henry Markham, who

s lie niakes a brief speech.
the, Hoag disoovers soniething unusual about bis'nerve. The docter calls it neurasthenia.

not IVrs. Bartop tries to understand Mr. Hoag's diffuosie sOf bimself, in which lie makes f un

Of the doctor. Gretchen Malone, sister of Markham, telle Helen Munro liow, by rnaking

heref part of the Markham organization, she cau beoome a magic wenm.n. In eue ý the>

a! ter movie lbouses a flm le eliown depicting the 'Markbaml iron industries. Relen Munre lias a

ýes or tliree-seoeude dreami warning lier net te go on the trip inepecting the iren. and steel plants

brie! of Henry Markliam.. 8h. yields te, the persuasion of Myarkliam, eugineered by bis si 1 ter, and

g es. The, train je mysteriously'stopped just outside the city . -And the man wlio stopped it
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What Happe-nedýto Ho.ag
sane. The nervous ward, donateti and
endoweti by Marihams Consolidateti,
would have for ene o! Its especialob-.
jecte the peuetrating caro of patients
who were to be, saveti te cIvIlIzatIon
and from ish asylumn..

H LEN MUNRO reati about thie,
lu the newspapere; a long ewell-
lng report iu five o! them; In-

the Clarlon only a parggraph anti an
editorial. She had not tiieueset the
matter with Henry, who sînce hie re-
turn from Ottawa anti the East wlth-
out lier hati been eomoewhat taciturn,
thougli qulte ploasantly poito. She
surmîseti wlio hati teleplionoti the~ re-
port o! the epieode on the train. Wlien
she hati demandeti te bo talion bacli
te the tiepot elie knew that Marliham

hati fuily recognizeti the pliantom wlio
rusead througli the coachi. It was the
fIret tlme ehehati ventured teý issue
an ortier to Henry Marlilam. Ho wae
naturally angry about it. But since
lie liat com~e back nover a word; anti
from Gretchen Malone nothing but

etutieti sweotneee Helen hati beguli

te suspect Gretcholi-witiolt linowing
wliy After lier marriage, eue woiild

keep her at a bocoing distance. ln

fact Henry liati srewdly intixuatoti as

mucli lu oue o! lie burete o! confi-
douce.

But Helen 110W beleved that Hoag
was ln danger.

By THOMAS TOPLEY
How, or how far ohe scarcely knew.

Or precil;ely froni whom. But Henry
Markham regarded Hoag as a menace.

HOAG paid Mrs. Bartop two
months rent for hie room lu ad-
vance and asked lher to take

care 6ôf his b0ooks. Hoe was surprioed
wlien she broke into tsars.,

'-my good womanl," he said embar-
rassedly.

«,l caai't fail on y'r neck-Y're sucli
a whlfflt any more I'd break ye down,"

she cried ehutidereti. "oh, dear man,

why don't ye ha~ve human doctorin'
ani care andi-?"

Gently Hoag toucheti ler thicli, liard

arm. She stopped crying and looked

at hlmi ln amazemnAofl She trieti to

escape from hie hand. She coulti not.

Witli no more than a touch i t hati a

cjueer, irreeletible, fascinatiflg strength

-without violence.
'Pleae don't worry about mue, Mrs.

Bartop," ho saiti evenly. "I'm only

just golng out of town to get tuneti

up. 1 ehail be bacli. Perliaps I ehal

senti things to the paper. But tilat

won't matter for a whlle.1"

AFTERWARDS lu lier amazement
Mre. Bartop blabbed about thîs

to bome one of lier lotigore. She

liad neo Idea that doing so ln thub Case

was like throwing a stone Anto, a poild
The stone widened its circle of vibra.

tiens ill. the last but on)e ,got to t'il
sphere of Influence occupied by Gr6t
cheu Malone; from whence At loSt Iii

tinie An transmission to Henry larli
hani. These two were almoet 1110

positive andi negatîve o! a battery. TI"
item was duly recorded: that on 1
certainobecure occaelon-hereattr ti

be noteti lu detail-one Martin HOUa
conceding that ho was unwell, liSE

proven humeelf capable of enornOu
phiecal sfrength. . Reforroti te th

heati physîcian lu charge of tho nl'en
ous warti. All necesary evîdenCo t
bo -prepared arount ibtis case. 4

Marlilamnilred to, leep lu t0tciO

with the institution.- Mon who sen

fortunes on suob thînge hati a rlght t

pry'into science anti religion anti suO
thinge. Outwardly a fine bit of PO'
sonial interes,. Patient a former 011

ployee o! Mvr. Markham Who was
'turally anxioue to do hlma good-che'
actorfetle o! Markliam. Even a$ce
tifle doctor could be convlnced o! tht'

E DITOR OUNDEM offereti 10t'
tho free use\ of hie bungalO'w <
the lelanti and gave hlm the Ile

Hoj Untierstooti that the man wftB 1
woll anti juet about hli understW"

bis case.
"IGet bacli as soon s y011 OSIl' 1

saiti. <'We neeti you. Heip Youlae
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