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Miaplaced Empbauia

Demnocracy

1HERRE la no expression more frequently met
* 1with ln the papers and magazines of Canada,

Britain and the United States than "the
t for democracy." No phrase more completely

ses forth the purpose of the wr h ola us oti

Mmam~ in abject subinission to them. It is ail the
Uame whether the power is wielded by a military class
a rellgious order, a political cliqe, or a financiai
corpoain Just now the world fight la against
mihitary deapotisim. The other forms of tyranny must
in i tre 1e overthrown in the saine way. The nations
andi ail individuals must be free. Death le better
than slavery or servitude.

Now it la strange that though we, who are i Canada,
have been willing to give 11e and wealth to overthrow
the despotism of Germany, we are quite wiling to
tolerate an equaiiy objectionable despotism, at home.
The German war-lords have no more power ln their
own countr or ln Europe than have the money-
klngs-theb'rig business men-right here in Canada.
It is wonderfuily strange how some people who are
shouting 1 conscriptioii,' are blind to the other evil;
wonderfully strange how they can denounoe German
robbery and heartieseness, and condons robbery and
pillage rigltin our midst.

The Rule of WoathWURING the last three years, au neyer before
Canada has been lu the grip of the moneyeýd
luterests. Appointinents lu and out of the

governinent have gone to those who possessed gold, or
Who were wiiling to fail down and meeldly worship the
golden image. The possession of wealth has beon to
thoseluioffice a sufficient recommendation for leader-
ship. Think of the last appolutinent to the Canadian
Sonate, think of the chairman of the most important
of Our commissions. Think of ail the other appoint-
ments that meant so much to Canada durmng the war
and of the character of the men who have had et aà
times the ear of the governinent. If ever a countrY
waa ruled by a sinail coterie of men rather than by
the representatives of the people that countrY is
Canada. If ever there was a disgusting aristocracy it
la the aristocracy of dollars that has the ascendancy
just now. It is a sinali satisfaction to see the common
people came into their own in England, Russie and
other European states, and to find that right here we
are in subjection to a few men, most of whom have
acquired wealth as the result of special legîsiation, or
because of donations froin the public treasurY. We
can have no true democracy until the directors of our
national life are true representativea of the people,
rather then creatures of special privilege or worsbip-
pers of the money-chests.

ShouId eny one thinl< this is overdrawn, let hinm
consider who are the real advisers of the governinent
to-day. Not men of the people, but those who, above
ail others, were responsible for the plunder of the
people. And when it came to actual appointinents
to the cabinet, does not everybody recognize thet
no one stood achance who was not a friend of the
interests? The very fist appointinents from. the ranks
of the opposition were men who could be trusted to
stand ie wîth "big business."

Any tbing could go so long as the money-kings were
lef t in possession of their plunder. The militarisin of
Germany le bed, the moneyed bureeucracy of Canada
is worse, because in this case we are responsible for
the evil.

There ie a question being asked by every Canadian
and by every newspaper, "Why should there bc divi-'
sion at this critical turne?" The answer is as plain as
the nase on a man's face. It is not primarily beceuse
of race, religion or politics. t is because there are
fort y or fifty men who control one-third of the wealth
of Canada, and they are determined to contraI the
government of the country. it is easy for fhem ta
do so when the men in charge are such willing friends.
Verily the love of money is the root of ail evil.

The RernodyrnW~ shall we get things righf? There is only
one wey. Trhe people cari rule just as soon
as they make up their minds to do sa. No

one need fear chaos andi confusion. There could bc
M greater blundering and injustice than wc have had
during these lest three years.

There is only one thing stands ini the wýay. An old
philosopher has told it al la a l)arallc. Wolîld yau
hear if? "Once upon a time the fishes of the streams
and lakes waited upon lRing Pike and cornplained that
he was too rapaclous, that evervy car he swallowed o

many of their number. King Pike, after careful de-
liberafion, replied that ther'e xvas, perhaps, some ground
for the complaint, and that lie wotiid iniprove mnatters

by allowing one of the littie fish each year ta hecome
a pike. Then the.y al ieff perfectlv stti,,fiedl, for eaeh
one hoped fa becorne that pike.'Ï,'"prt eae

The cure for ail our ilis is PIhIib irt L'etar
public-spirited individtials in everY (contitltiti1itY L

us entrust them with authorlty. These are the only
men and women who can be trusted. Aiter alli i laa
question of moral worth. Canada wil l ot 1e great,
prosperous, heppy, so on as diahonest, unscrupulous,
blinded pertizans contre its estinies. Nor wil it
11e any better if its policieseare shaed, and its inter-
ests'administersd by men who represent special inter-
este. A man who i8 a grain grower and ni4hlg more,
a trede's unionist and nothing more, la just as unsuit-
able for public office as a man who la conservative and
nothing more, or liberel and eothing more. Ie
public office men muat rise above their private affairs,
they must cesse to be pertizan, they muet 1e men.
"God give us men!l A tins like this demanda
Strong minde, great hearts trus faith and ready handa;
Men whom the lust of oifce does not kcil;
Men whom the spolIa of office cannot buy;
Men who osseesw a conscience and a willl;
Men who have honor, men who wiil not'lie;
Mec who can stand before a demagogue,
And dagmn hie treacherous flatteries without wnklng;
Tail men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog,
In public duty 'andilu rvate thinkig,
For while the rabbis with> their thubwr uxs

Their large professions and their littie deeds,
Mingle lu selfieh strfe-lo, Freedom. weeps,
Wrong miles the land and wating Justice sisepsi»

It la bad enough to meet a man who la cot willing
to @snd mon and money ta, assist lu the great warld-
struggle. It la even worse to meet a man who la
crying "conscription" lu order ta drown the elamor
that is bsmg raissd beonuse of hie owc misdeed. So
whether welhave conservativea or liberale or bothoin-
bined, ta lead us, 1sf thein 1e mon of the people.

The rood Controloer
* Tmust bel confessed that up to the present

the foodý confroller has not accomplished
very much. He may have gathered

statisties and figures, hie may have travelied a good
many miles and may have talksd with a good many
peopîe, but lie bas cetaluly not dons what people
expected hlmi to do. He bas cot relieved the strain nor
lessened the anxety of tboee who find if se difficuit
ta live, and this despite the fact that he was soe o-
phatic lu his promises. Here las smething frein his
owc pen: "lAgainst the other price-raising factors,
against competitive buying by foreign governients,
against unequal dist ribut ion of resources, againat
speculators, greedy middlemen and waters, the publie
will bc vigilantiy protected?"

t is impossible ta get away frein the impression
that Mr. Hanna, or the men behind humi, have bec
mors anxious ta stand lu wth the big luterests than ta
relieve the dietrees of the people. F or there la distres
beceuse of high prices and ths prices are altogother
unnecsssary. t la kils ta say that an interferonce
with prices iwould disrupt our ecocomie systein and
cause national disaster. Isn't it about turne the present
systera of handling food supplies waa upset? Can't
ws usher in a new systein bore as well as lu Engiand?

A short tinse ga a gentleman of thia city was et a
town a littie over one hundred miles away. Ho
bouglit a basket of blueberries for $1.15 and paid
express charges of 20 cents. Ho cauld have had al
the blueberries hie wiabed for et this price. On reacbing
the city lie found the pricesta, be $2.75 reteil. Even
then the retail dealers were meking but a littie profit.
There is, however, an King Street, a fruit cambinatian
that the food controller seems ta bhave passed by.
There is et the cify merket even a warse combinetion
dictating the price of vegetables. A citizen bas be
offered outside the door af tbe market potatoesset 35
cents a bushel, wben the members of the gang who
were buying et that pries were demanding 60 cents.
This fhing hias been gaing on for years. The retail
mec are afraid ta say a word. Ie Toronto tbe samne
thing is taking place. Ln Calgary it la no better. Our
food controller is çither powerless or blend. Ie a
democracy the comman people should bave a littie
considération. They receive next ta nhons in Canada.

Here is something for Mr. Hanca ta read: "New
York State strides over men who thought theinselves
ifs masters, ta cheepen food for consumers. Congress
may fax profits as bigh as 80 per cent. Reverenre
for the iaw of suppiy and demand may have wrought
wcil for a fume, dcvciopîng initiative, but if la as dead
in Great Britain,' as King Alfred. Lord Rhonddla -
strucfing local committees tells thein thaf their first
duty is fa safeguard the interesta of the consumera.
Fýarmers and market gardeners reccived tramn 75 cents
ta $1.00 a buishel for their potafoes bef feul. In t he
spring consumera had fa pay 32.50 ahushel. In
Mlontreal poafae were allowcd ta. rot in cars so thet

prices might remain high.'
But what is the use? What is the use of a controlier

who can't or won't conf?'ol? Perbaps,, however,
Northcliffe was riglit iii saying that a controiler needs
the courage of a lioni, the eNes of a hawk and the hide
of a hiffain. It mav he tlîat aur own food controller
bas not yet acquircd the characteristica of A three
(live him fume.

are iuformed -on good -aeuthority that the
Sgrain crop af Western Canada is wortb
seven hundred millions., To this add tho

vau ithe roots and vegetables, and the lucomo frein
the sale af stack and stock production-butter, choes,
wool, bides. The total wiil not be fer fraie a billion
dollars. Thee the fisbermen, luunbermen, miners,
have bec busy, and the manufacturera have bec

ernga buge income. Now deducfing cost of pro-
ductin, thore muet b1e e very hendeome balance lu
favor of the preducers. Shail we say half a billioe or
mors or less?, The exact amount it la impossible to
dotermine. Let each man, for himsesf flx a figure. t
wlli of necemity bs a bigh ono. One fermer ays that
ho wifl clear fifty dollars out of evsry sighty-five ho
receives for his grain. That meane e pretty big savu>jg
for a manwith athousand acres of wheat. Other
farmers may do worse, and e few zney de even botter
according ta theïr acreage.

Whet should the rsceipt of such a vent suie meqjn
ta the country? Lt sbould mnean firet the payment aI
debta ta banks, lban companites, implernent dealers
and local tradesmen. If sbould mean the purchase of
comforta for the homes, the introduction of modern
coeveelences and labor-saving devices, the. erection of
new builings, te u iig I oad etisand a fos
th'ne eide. But ail thmin l for the poet. Wha
about the future? Haw mucb will be set aide for the
bettermeet af society, for tbo education af children who
will constifute the mcity of the eext generation?

A rougb calculation shows tbat about three per cent
of the grass lcame of Western Canada goes ta the.
su pport of scbools., This includes afi that is spent in
sales, buildings, paymnt of debentures eand every-
tbing wes andcavers elemontary, secoedary and
higber education in ail its branches. Doces it cat meom
ta bc about fume for aur people ta talcs education
seriously? Our sehools are caf doing al,tbey should.
Tbe teachers in ftbe elementaryhseboosire underpaid.
If le impossib)le t'O get iln f the saaries given, and
wamen remein et the work Et a few years. Ie the
seeondary schools. the teeching force is very unsatia-
factory and the programmes af study very inadequate.
Our techaical schol are caf' ta be compared ta those
af Europe and America. We muet surely awake. Lt.
matters comiparafively lit fie bow much monsy a man
leaves hehind hum, if metters everythicg wbat char-
acter and abilify are possessed by bis cbildren. Threc
per cent is a ridicîilously low allowance for educetion.
Tee per cent would he nons too. much. Wo arn not
puttifig eniphasis in the rigbt place.

The Lateat MMu"RUTGUAY la caf' a large country. 'its
population la about a million. But if in a
country af greet resources. t bas rich

p aine capable of bearing wheat, com, barîey; millet,
oats and ry s. The people, howover, take ta stock-
raising rat ber than agriculture. There are fwenty
million sheep in the country. The wool crop ln over
30,000 metrîc tons annuelly. Caffle and borses are
aiea reared in every part of the conibtry. Tii. people
are chiefly aI a mîxed race-Indian, Spanish and
Portuguese. The prevailiig languege ileniah.
The trade af the couintry le considerable, and apart
fronm this it wiil be a great blow to Germeany ta bc ehut
ouf af ber seaport8.

Peru, on the opposite aide of the confinent, la about
1,100 miles long and 800 miles braad but swing toits
broken surface ifs population la but Iour and one-half
millions. Ifs climate varies fraie tropical ta frigi
because of varisd altitudes. Ifs productions are vmrled,
the chief being sugar, leaf ber wool, coffée, and sopper,
lead, bismuth and fin. There are tbrée or four im.
portant towns or cities-Lima, Calla, Arequipa and
Cuzco. (>nc-helf the population may bc eelled
Indien, and ane-ourt h of mixed origin. The prevail-
ing t<)ngiic is Spanish.- Ierti is a land oI romance.
(riginally the honte of tlic Incas it was despoiled hy
fhe Spaniards who treated the inlibitants sbamefuliy.
During the lest few cenfuiries if has bec tarn by ini-
terne! strife or engaed in strugglesl with ifs nsighbors.
ItB break with Germany is an added recognition o£ the
righteouisncss of the ceuse of the Allies. If almo means
that there is another long strefch af a thousand miles;
of sea coastf re tron tthe depredations af raiders.
l-ire's e hend ta yotî-1'ruguay and Peru!

Lot Us Not Be Discouravodil[Eîý Waj las goitig %ell with the Allies and
badly wifl it eenîy. On the anc aide the

poer la incrcasing and flhe norale la excel.
lent. On the other midleftho power ig diminishing and
the peo>ple lo.ing courage. The mutiny je the German
'Çavy musft11e inferpreted ail a feeling that tbe
Germùan mefbod will nof win the war. Witb that
view the Allies are je complets aympatby. The end
has nat yet camte, buit we ran sec if. The boasf ful
;îîand threatening speeches of Germait officiels need naf

uliresls, tior shoild we he disturbed by the talk
eo long as (Germaiiv can hold a gun.
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