
Q. I find this in Mr. Smith's evidence: he was asked "Should there not have
been platforms or corduroy put in on those soft places?" lis reply was: "In dis-
cussing that question with Mr. Rowan, I said 'When you saw that these embankments
were swallowing up much more earth than was originally estimated, why did you not
think of suggesting some means by which the subsidence could be arrested?' le said
he was carrying out the original plan, and that the doepening of the off-tako ditches
would be sufficient under tho circums-tancei. I replied that I would have corduroyed
it with timber."

Do you think you should have corduroyed it with timber ?-No; I do not. It
might have been done that way had wo known at the time it was going to save such
a serious work in some places as it did.

Q. You think it would have been better corduroyed with timber ?-No; it will
make a better job this way.

By the Honorable Mr. Corninall
Q. Mir. Snith was asked what was the objeet of lowering the grades, and his

answer was " It was to reduce the cost of crossing the ravines and deep depressions
as much as possible, and to get material, and more nearly balance the quantities of
excavation and embankment."-ir. Smith's statement is not inaccurate because it
does not tally with mine, for there are points in the work in which that effect is pro-
duced by the lowering of the grades; but as I understand the question as put to ne
bythe Honorable gentleman here it was done with that object, but it was notdone with
reference to to the substitution of full banks for trestle.work. There were some
places where the bank was put into the lake, and trestle-work would have taken
nearly the same quantity of rock as it would for a narrow high rock bank nearly all
the way across, sufficient to carry the trains. By lowering the grade at that point
we got the quantity of rock just sufficient to give the amount required to effect that
purpose.

Q. It is in consequence of the lowering of the grade that the total cost has been
increased so much ?-That is one of the reasons that has increased the quantity of
rock work to be done; but it has largely decreased an entirely disproportionate
amount of work that will have to be done before the road is completed with solid
banks; that is to say, we have added on a yard of rock, and have taken off ten, fifteen,
or twenty yards of bank that would at sone other time have to be made up.

By the Honorable Mr. 3Maepherson
Q On whose authority were those changes _of grade mado ?-They were fur-

nished to me from the head office.
Q. Was the head office then under the charge of Mr. Fleming or Mr. Smith ?-

lUnder the charge of Mr. Fleming. The contract and specification, I think, state
that the right of naking a change in the grades at any time during the progress of
the work is in the hands of the Engineer-in-Chief, and he may order it to be done
without any extra claim on the part of the contractor. It is a schedule contract,
and he bas got to be ptid for whatover ho does.

Q. Mr. Smith says there was a total ,change in the character of the work ?-I
have not rend his evidence.

By the Honorable Mr. Raythorne:-
Q. Were the quantities in the schedule consistent, or could the contractor gain

by the change ?-I think it is probable that he couild I called attention in the report
to the fact that while the country was going to be saved money if the change I sug-
gested were made, there was no doht in the world it would be a benefit to the con-
tractor, because it was continuing work that lie was getting a high price for, and
doing nway with work that ho was getting a low price for; therefore, if itadvantaged
the country it also advantaged the contractor. That was a matter I had nothing to
do with ; but I called attention to the fact, and I expressed it as my opinion, that the
contractor should be called upon-if the Gom ornment approved of the suggestion of
lnine, by which certain works in connection with the :contract would have to be
dne-to do thoe works at prices proportionate to the rates he had for the same cleus
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