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Civic Wood-«Cutting as a Solution
of Unemnploymnent.Problemn

Resuits Attained by City of Winnipeg Were More Successful than was Anticipated

By Frank O. Fowler, Mayor of Winnipeg.

The Canadian Forestrij Magazine recently a8ked Mayor Franko 0. Powler of Winnipeg fer a stateraent on the efforts of Winnipeg
last iinter to combine umemployment relief ,eith the cuttivig of hardwood for fuel. The following accotent ig a most interftino on.

T HE CITY of Winnipeg, likemany other cities in Canada,
was faced with an acute unem-

playment prablem. during the winters
of 1920-21 and 1921-22. To deal with
this problem a joint agreement was
entered into whereby the Federal*
and Provincial Governments and the
City each assumed a share of the
cost of relieving persans destitute
through unemployment.

A considerable number of those
requiring assistance' were
physically fit men without
dependents and it was to
care for these men that the
camps for cutting cord
Wood were organized by'
the joint cammittee hand-
ling the matter. Unem.-
ployed men were engagçd
ta go ta these camps on
ternis similar ta, thase pre-
vailing in privately aper-
ated cord Wood camps, the
mnen being paid at the rate
of $1.50 -Per cord and
charged for their board,
transportation and cost of
washing blankets, etc.

Inexperienced neIp
Air Board

A large percentage of
the men had 'absolutely
"0o experience at bush work
and the Committee, when organizing
the camps was of the opinion that a
,onsiderable loss would resuit, but feit

Lwas much better ta. put the men
ta work than ta keep them i the
City without work at a cost of $1.00
Per day each.

It is very gratifying ta say that the
Plan worked out very much more
Successfully than was anticipated.
I the case of a few ýmen their earn-
igs were îlot suif icient to meet

chlarges for board, transportation,
etc., but by far the greater nimber

had substantial credit balances
at the end of the cutting season
and came back ta the City in much
better physical shape than when they
went aut ta work. A very important
phase of the matter is that a large
number of the men on 'returning,
stated that they had always been
afraid ta attempt bush work, but.
that they would have no hesitancy
about taking it up in future; there-
fore, i the Committee's opinion

the big thing that has been accomn-
plished is the making of a number.of
experienced bush-men out of men
unwilling to try this work.

Financial Statement

Some figures in connection with
the aperation of the largest camp
organized, last winter are here given,
and it might be mentioned that this
camp was only 'operated for two,
months. Had it been operated
for the entire cutting: season the

showing would have been
improved:

xnuch

Total number of cords
eut ........ ........ 4,476

Total credit to the camp
includmng Wood cut
at $1.50 per cord,
which was sold ta, the
Provincial Gavernment
and taking credit for
what it would have

cost t o keep
- - the men in theICity ....... $13,556.06

Total charges
against the
camp... ... ,11,861.40

Credit balance.$ 1,694.66

.There were a total' of
236 men at the camp for
an average of 21 days.
The average net earnings,
after deductîng charges for
board, railway fares, etc.,
was $23.-38; the highest
amount earned by .one

S man was $108.60. 0f the
236 men sent to this camp
dnily 50 of them faile4 ta
earn sufficient ta pay their

< board, etc., and the aver-
age amount of debit bal-

ance in their case was $5.85. The
average earnings Of men Who stayed
in camp 30 days or over was 849.07,
or practically an average of $25.00
per month.,

In reference ta, the disposai of the
Wood cut; the largest quantity of it
was made use of in carig for families
of unemployed, the balance being soid
i car load lots at 87.50 per cord on

the open market. This price of 87.50
per cord comfortably cavera the cost,
încluding freight, stumpage, intereet
charges and other contingencies.
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