-~

148

THE PEARL: DEYOTED TO POLITE LITERA'I__‘U:’@, SCIEN

™
4o

, AND RELIGION.

nad

SUPERSTITION AND CRUELTY.

Husan Sacrrrices.—The most anciznt of the Canaanitish
idols, was Aglibolus, or Baal. ‘T2 meaning of the word *¢ Buel,”
is ‘¢ Lord ;’ and refers to the sun.  Another idol was Malach-
bolus, or Moloch ; a male personification of the moon. To both
these idofs human sacrifices were offered. Defore entering Ca-
naan, the Israelites reccived the strongest possible injunctions, to
preserve them {rom adopting these abominations.  Death was de-
nounced against those who should imitate the idolators by offering
their children.  But notwithstanding these threatenings, the kings
of Isracl set their people the example of conforuning to these hor-
rid rites.  Solomon built a wmple to Bloloch on the 5lount of
Olives ; and Manasseth resred altars to Baal, and ¢ made bis
son pass through the fire.>” It is belicved that the children were
sometimes obliged only to pass hetween fires, orto leap over them.
Generally, however, there can be no doubt they were really sa-
crificed.  So infamous did the valley of Tophet become, on ac-
count of these barbarities, that the prophet Jereminh declared it
should be called ¢ the valley of slanghter.” ’

Mr. Croker, in his ¢ Fairy Tules and Legends of the South of,
Ireland,” gives an acconnt of some curious relics o the ancient
worship of this deity. e says that May-day is calfed ¢ the
day of DBeul’s fire ;** and May-eve, ¢ the eve of Beal’s fire.”
—from having been, in heathen times, conseerated to the god
Beal, or Belus ; whenee, also, the month of May is termed, in
Irish, ¢ Mina Bealtine.”” e goes on to observe that the cere-
mony practised on May-eve, of making the cows leap over light-
ed straw, or fagrots, hus been generally traced to the worship of
that deity. It i3 now valgarly used in order to save the milk
from I)c.ing pilfered by ¢ the good people,” as the fairies are
called.

Moloch, according to the Jewish rabbies, was an idol of brass,
with a call’s head, and seated on a brazen throne, It was hollow,
In the first cowpartment
in the third, an ewe ;

and divided into seven compartments.
was placed meal 5 in the second, a tartle ;
in the fourth, a vam ; in the fifth, a call’; in the sixth, anox ;
and in the seventh, a child,  The idol wus then heated 5 and the
whole of its contents were consamed  together, amidst the noise
of shoats, and waritke inatruments.  Milton thus notices some of

the particufars we luve mentinned : —

% First, Moloch !=horrld kiug !—besmearcd with blood
Of wanan sacrifiee, and parents’ tears ; '
Though (for the nohie of drmins and timbrels lowl)
Thoir chibldren's crics\'u‘nh"eur{l, that pass’d through firo
‘T'o this grin idol,
The wisest heart
Of Solmon lic led, by fraud, tobulld
His temple, right ngrinst the temple hf'God,
“Cm that epprobrions Inil; wad wude liis grove
'The plensant vale of llinnom ;—Tophet, thenee,
And black Cehiema called,—tho type of hell I

The grand objest of worship among the Carthaginians, was
Saturn 3 and the rites performed to his honour were of the same
horrid eharacter ns those of Moloch,  The slatne of this idol was!
of brass ;3 with its arms extended, and so inelined, that whatever
was placed on them rolled into a fire. The most respectable
authors of antiquity unite to assure us, that to this deity infants
were sacriticad 3 and those who had no children of their own,
purchased those of the poor for this dreadful purpose. The at-
tendunt pricsts were clothed in searlet ;—fit emblem of their
Their saeriiteos were always attended by drums,!
and other noisy instruments 5 in the same manner as those of’
Moloch proviously, and of the Hindoos to this day. When Aga-
thocles was approaching to baseige Curthage, the inhabitants im-|
agined they had offended Saturn, by neglecting the preper sueri-
fices ; and two hundred children, of the first families in the ciry,
were publicly immolated.

bloody oflize !

Wonrnsnir oF Axrmans.—One of the most remarkable fea-
tures of the Feyptian Mythology, was the worship of animals,
They imngined thatsome animals purtook of the nature of their
celestist deities 3 and were therefore entitled to divine honours.
Thus when the worship of the moon had beeome established, and
Ler increass and dininution superstitiously constdered, it was
thought to Lear some analogy to the dilating and contracting pupi!
of tho cal's eye ; amd puss was accordingly deificd.
gane manner, the asp and the beetle became saered ; beeause
they were supposed to exhibit same fuint knages of particulur
deities,
dile, anc®he hippopotanius, to Typho 5 the serprut, or dragon, to
Nepthe,  Frery clement was laid under contribution 5 and men,

The bawk was dedicated to Osiris 5 the ass, the croco-

wromen, bulls, cows, runs, goats, dogs, cats, snakes, erocodiles,
frags, beetles, and innnmerable others, wer
racred  eatalogue,

all ducluded in the
Ophilatrin, or  serpent-worship,
; and was celebrated with the most horrid rites.  To this
animal llwman vietims were Lnmolated.  Richardson, in his re-
searches in Faypt, discovered a tomb at Biban al Melook, in which
there is a represeatation of six men sacrificed at one time. The
walls of their tombs are frequently covercd with representations
of this idol 5 as may he seen by consulting the volumes of the
¢ Library of Entertaining Knowledge” devoted to Egyptian
Antiguities,”” and Dr. Tayler’s recently published work on the

was very
fiatnons

own thigh ; and, like the bull, died of the injury. The priests,

:when, to his great joy, he ene evening descried a ship, carrying

In the|,

subjact.

The bull was sacred to Osiris ; and was called Apis. 1t was to be
black, with a square piece of white on the forehead. Many years
sometimes elapsed, before an animal could be found exactly an-
swering this description. When Cambyses, the son of- Cyrus,
(called, in Scripture, Ahgsuerus,) invaded Egypt, he desired the
priest to show him their god. They immediately, with much pomp,
led Apis before him, Cambyses, enraged at their stupidity, drew
his dagzer, and thrust it into the animal’s thigh ;—of which
wound poor Apisdied. The priests were shocked at his profanity;
and predicted the wost direful calamities in consequence.  Some-
time afterwards, Cambyses, in drawing his sword, wounded his

of course, did not fuil to represent it as a judgment on his daring
crime.  Dr. Prideaux, in relating this oceurrence, actually coin-
cides with the priests ; and thinks that God punished the king for
his contempt of their religion, though that religion was ido-
latrous. For so eminent & man, and a Dean of the Church of
England, such an opinion appears a little extraordinary.— Dr.

Rogers.

THE MAID OF RONA.

About the beginning of September, 1716, some months after
the final overthrow of the brave, but unfortunate Prince Charles
Edward, and his devoted -adherents, at the battle of Culloden, a
I'rench ship was hovering round the Western Isles, in order to
carry off to France such of the unfortunate insurgents, as were
still hunted by their merciless enemies amoug the fastuesses of their
native mountains. ' '

At this period, the small and barren island of Rona was the
hiding-place-of Cuptain MeDonald, a younger brother of the]
chicl of Moidart, and one of those during spirits who had ren-
dered themselves particularly obnoxious to the govermment, by
their activity in fomenting the rebellion, and afterwards, in fieili-
tating the escape of the prince. e had been some weeks on the
islhutd, under the protection of Rory M Alister, his foster-futher,
who, with his wife, was the only inhubitant of this barren-rock,

e
ed. the ap-

the private signal of his party, standing off to the westward.
immediately answered the signal; and anxiously await
proach of night. . . ‘

The day was closing with every appearance of a coming storm;
and Rory MAllister’s practised eye could discover, that the brave
birk, which had ventured iuto the very jaws, as it were, of the
British ships of war, was closely reefed, as it passed between Liwm
and the fiery disk of the sun, just disappearing in the western
waters. o B

A‘tuny other time, Caplain M’ana_ld_wkould have hailed the
approach of a storm with pleasure, as it would have afforded him
an opportunity of leaving his cold, desolate retreat; to enjoy in
sceurity the comparative comfort of his humble fricnd’s firé-side
—aloxury ho dared not venture uvpon, while the little island was
accessible to the bouts from: the men of war. Two parties had
been already despatched on ditlerent oceasions to pay domiciliary
vizits to Rory, on suspicion of his harbouring his foster son ; but
avery slight search sufliced to convinee the pursuers that no
human being could be concealed on the premises, viz., o muad
calin, containing one apartment ; and the barren rock, surrounded
for the most part, by perpendicular cliff, appeared very little bot-
ter calentated to afford shelter.

Rory had, however, discovered a place of concealment which
he thonght wauld defy the most active vigilance of his foster-sou’s
eneities, and had accordingly carried - himi thither from - the main-
land. Tt wus acave opaning into the face-of the rock, a litde
above low-water mark, and rising in namerous shelves and com-
partients to'the very brow of the cliff, where it ehded, in an aper-
ture sulliciently large to adwit ‘]iglit and
cgress 1o a full-grown person,

In this cave, then, did Captain MeDonald pass the three weeks
previous to the commencement of the present narrative, except
such intervals of stormy weather as secured hige from all chance
of asurprise. e sometimes descended, with the assistanee of
his faithtul fend, by vopes let down the fice of the rock, and at
other times, when the weather parmitte

air, but not ingress or

i, was earvied round the
sl i Rory's skift It will be observed that the refugee’s
Widing-place beeame a prison daring a portion of the time, owing
to the rixing of the tide, and, on snch occasions, e received Lis
seanty snstenance through the aperture at the top.  Captain MeDo-
nald was too much excited by the hope of eseape, to retire to his
strang-licld on the evening in question  but as the storm incrensed,
his hopes began to vanish, ‘Towards midnight it blew a hurri-
cane, and, although it was impossible for any boat to effect a land-
ing, yet he continued to look out at intervals, through the pitchy
darkness, in the forlorn hope of sceing or hearing n friendly signal.
Soon after midnight, a gun was heard to windward, and, rotwith-
standing the apparent wselessness of such a step, he proceeded in
the direction of the cave, which was at the western extremity of
the island.  He had not been long there, when he distinctly heard
another report, and saw a flash at no great distance. It was now
evident that these guns were fired by a ship in distress, and as it
was to windward, and probably not aware of the dangerous vici-

nity, its fate was but too likely to be soom decided. It was im-

!

‘possible to warn the ill-fated vessel of its danger ; Captain Me-
Donald, therefore, could only await in paisful anxiety the fearful
catastrophe ivhich, in all human probubility, must inevitably occur.

There was every reason to fear that the distressed  ship was.
that which had been seen on the previous evening, a circumstance
which greatly added to the intensity of his anxiety, as not only
was his own escape rendered impossible for the present, but the
lives of the brave men who had attempted to save him were likely
to be saerificed.. The storm still raged with unabated fury, when
Rory observed to his foster-son, that he fancied he could distinguish
the sound of voices amidst the raging of the elemeuts. Just at
this instant a vivid flash of lightning burst through the surround-
ing gloom, and exhibited to their view for 2 moment a ship within
a hundred yards of the cliff. In a few seconds a crash was heard
—it had struck on a ledge of low rocks, about a cable’s-length
from the island. A confused ery of wild despair, rose for a mo-
ment above the warring elements, and then all was silent, save tho
thundering roar of the breakers dashing agaiost the rock, which
shock to its foundation.

As the tide wus low at the time, McDonald determined to de-
scend the fuce of the eliff, in the hope of rendering assistance,
much against the advice of his friend, who remonstrated on .the
folly and madoess of such an attempt, but in vain. He reached
the mouth of the cave in safety, and, advancing to the edgo of
the lower rock, observed a'durk rass left by the receding wave
within afew feet of the spot where he stood, _ -

" 1fe made a dash at the c{bject, and, pulling it -beyond reach of
the breakers, discovered a large dog, much exhausted, but still
holding in its teeth the clothes of a child which be had evidently
brought ashore. T -

The brave Ilighlander carried the child—a girl, as appeared
from her garments, into the cave, and returned to the beach, but
without further success. o

It was impossible to ascend with the child, which now gave
signs of retarning animatien, by the szme way ke had descended :
he therefore procecded to the aperture at. the top of the cavern,
and succeeded, after some ditficulty, inhanding it to Rory M’Al-
lister, enjoining him, at. the same time, to hasten with it to his hut,
and use every means to restore Jife. :

Before he conld return, the advahcing tide had driven the faith-
ful dog into the cave, and cut off his-own retreat for the present.

Roryand his wife, having used évery means in their power to
r4c's‘to'r‘e ivarmth to the [rozen limbs of the child so providentially
suved from the wuves, had the satisfaction of secing her open her
large dark cyes---fixed and meaningless, indeed,_but still beauti-
ful 5 they only wanted the familiar objects that werc wont to meet
their waking gaze, to light them up with conscious expression.
But, alas ! she had been rudely separated from those objects---
from all, except the faithful dog, probably, the list of her old
friends-~-and left floating on’ the wild ocean; frdnl.“WIiich she was
only saved to float on'thie” ocean of life, the more dangerous of
the two to a beautifidl, but friendless orphan girl. 7

Her scattered senses were, by degrees, recalled, and she- began
to speak, hut in a langnage unknown to her kind attendants ; no-
thing, therefore, could be leurat from her, concerning the ill-futed
ship. )

By the time the tide had receded so faras to allow Captain
M<Donald to leave his hiding-place, the morning was far advanced,
and the storm hud cntirely subsided. As he approached the mouth
of the eavern, a mekincholy scene presented itsell : several buman
bodies, horribly disfigured, were lying on ledges of the rock, or
jammed into cresices ; @ considerable portion of the fore-part of
the wreck was stiH‘ to be seen on the roelk on which it first
struck, and the remainder foated about in the little bay in front of
the eave. e was roused from the contemplation of this heart-
sickening scene, by the appearance of one of the govermhe'ut'crui- .
zers rounding the island a little to the southward, e immediate:
ly retreated to his place of concenlment, where he had not ‘been
long \_\"hcn he beecame serionsly alarimed for lis safety on seéiug a
boat put off from the man-of-war towards the wreck, which had
attracted its attention,  As the boat, in which were five persons,
boarded the wreck, the noise roused the dog which had hitherto
remained in the eave, and dashing into the water, he made for the

;rock.  The unfortunate rebel’s situation now appeared desperate ;

he had no doubt his hiding-place would be explored ; to fly
was impossible, and to offer resistance madness ; he had, there-
fore, almost made up his mind to submit quictly, when he recol-
lected a large fragment of rock which had [requently attracted his
notice, in his descents inte his stronghold. It was a huge mass,
which séme convulsion had deposited on a projecting point of the
rock, on the southern verge of the cavern, about tweaty feet z;bove
low water mark, and immediately overhanging the narrow passage
which led to the only landing-place, which was on the opposite
side. Although his fragment had been accidentally poised with
such mathematical exactness as to resist the violence of the fre-
quent slorms to which it was exposed; yeta little mechanjcul
force judiciously applied was capaple of disledging it. .
The idea of overwhelming his enemies by the removal of this
rock, no sooner occured so Captain M<Donald, than, with that
promptness peculiar to minds familiarized to dunger, he seized a

handspike belonging to the wreck, and, clnmbe'ring along the side
of the cave, took his station bebind it. The boat was, by this



