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disease is constantly , ý their doors," and especially
that there have been repeated epidemiics of typhus
lever, a certain indication of, and attendant upon,
overcrowding. Tlhis is the sanitary status, and tbe
vital resuits associated therewvitb, as regards botb
institutions ; but comparing one institution with
the other, ive find a niiarked différence to the dis-" advantage of the boys' school-a difference of sucbi

akind as to suggest a probable explanation of the
evecnt for the catise of îvhicb %vu are iii search. Tbe« overcroiwding is inucb greater in the boys' than iii
the girls' schoul, i.e., the external free space is mnucb
less per biead ; tbe internai arrangements are more
deifective, tbe accomiodation and general sanitary
condition of the huilding inferior ; tbe general nior-
tality amiong the boys is bigher the proportion of
the total deaths caused by puhinonary diseases, andl
especia]ly by acute diseases of tbc lungs, is con-
sicierably biglier. Tf le outbreak in Marcb ivas iii
its nature a febrile disease, tending to implication
of the lungs, and especially to pneumionia. It
seens identical w'ithi a clisease wbicb lias been ob-
served in otber similiar institutions, more ujr less
detailed accounits of w'bicb bave been given
e1sev'bere, in ail of wvhicli the observers hiac a
difficuity in assigning it a place in nosology, but iii
aIl of wbich. it wvas associated witb insanitary con-
dlitions of flic nature of îerial contamination. hL
suggfests a specific poison, from famiiy resemiblance
iii explosive character, local limnitation, and clinicai
features, to other weil-known typical diseases of
tbe epideinie and infectious class. No specific
inicro-orýganisi 'vas discovered in tbis, or lias been,
so far as is known, iii any otlier like outbreak. Tl'le
rapid fatality in tbe fatal cases showvs that tlîis
poison, thougli iii thîe cases ini whicb life w~as not
at once cx\tinguisbied it tended to expeîîd itself upoiî
thie organs of respirationî, 'vas tbe cause of the dis-
case. The local disease wvas the result of a consti-
tutional infectioni. wliicii ivas capable of kilIing witli-
out tbe local disease. Thepost-uzoilem appearances
pointed to a specific poison aliied to tlîat of enteric
fever. Sucli as thîe), vere, they wvere distinctly,
lesions of tbe inesenteric glands, and of tbe glanîd-
ular systeni of the sinall intestines. Tbe experience
of thie Fever H-ospital is strongly suggestive of a
causal affinity between certain foris of pneumonia
and enteric fever. The two diseases are frequently
confused, both, in their diagnosis and local inci-
dence. Thiis observation, as weli as the present
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epîdcmic, raises a strong suspicion thiat %ve mlust
enlarge our conceptions of the inorbid manifesta-
tions wilîi arc to be regarded as proof of the lui-
fluence of air containiated îvith organic effiluvia.
If so, we can no0 longer holci that tbc absence of
enteric fcver warrants us in concluding thait knowvn
imipurity 0f the air fromi sewage emianations, for
eNamiple, is inniocuous. l'le prev'alenc(_ of acute
pulmiotary, diseases miay be the resuit. 'Thei pres-
ence of Il Pytlîogenic Puieumionia " and Il Epidenic
Pneumionia" in nosology, and the circumistances of
the well-known outbreak in the East Sheen Boys'
School, and otiier simiilar rccorded outbreaks, give
this observation support and established recognition.

In the course of the outbreak the patients at
Belvidere wci e seen by several eminent professiona-.l
friends at miy requeý,st. Professor Gairdnier ivas in-
clinced to regard tbem as cases of IlInfluenza of a
mialignant type ;"Dr. Finlayson had no doubt
that tbey wvere examples of what lias been called

E"lpidemiic or Jnfectious Pueumiuniia." D)r. Sain-
son Genîmeil hiad tbe advantage of seeing ail the
cases, baving accompanied nic repeatedly in my
visits to tbe Scbool as w'eU as to the H4ospital, and
seen the cases at ail stages, wirini an hour or two
of seizure as welI as subsequently. I bave there-
fore asked hiimi to give mie in w'riting bis general
impression, w'bici lie bias done in the following
short miemorandumi

IL seerms to mie evident that in tbe recent cpi-
demic in St. Mary's School wc biad to deal with a
disease allied to the acute specifie fevers. Tbe
sudden onset with hecadacbe, bickness, shivering,
and other signis of profound constitutional imiplica-
tion point decidedly in tbis direction. Moreover.
the speedy issue iii the four fatal cases (three of
thein dying after a few bours' illness), finds its
closcst analogue in the so-called mnalignant formis
of epidenîic disea.,e, which terminate iii sonie iii-

stances so rapidly that tbey, would baffle diagnosis
were it not for clear association with. cases havingr
more ord inary mianifestations. The two jbosi-moi-
/eil examinations revealed no specific lesions, but
tbe extremiely fluid character of the blood in one 7
case, and the general tendency to enlargenient of
the spleen arnd vinesenteric, ai-d intestinal glands in
both, are quite in keeping witli the idea of acute
specific poisoning, although the microscopic exani-
ination of tbe blood and organs revealcd no micro-.
organismns.


