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that races and nations bave cxistcd or are uow living who are wholly with-
out ideas of a supernaturai being. It lias, liowever, always been found
that such statements were fcouuded on an imperfeet lrunowlcdge of the races
described, and that behind the crude exterior some apprehiension of a.
supremne power is entertained, aitho at times extremely vague. It would
liardly suprise us if it was found tlîat the savage and barbarous Nat wor-
ship of the Kachins had biotted out ail Iiglier ideas of the supernatural.
For centuries the vilcst practices have bec» perpctuated in connection iwith
this 'worship. An edlucational system, even in ifs inost rudimntary form,
is unknown ; any especial worship cf a supreme bcing doos not exist.
Stili, oven hiere it is clearly discernible tijat God lias flot suffered llimscif
to be unknown. The Kachins have ideas of a being higher ana more
poiverful than any Nat. 11e is called by différent naines, such as " The
ene higlier than the clouds" (t1îis naine lias Vo some Kachins an almost
niagical power) ; flhc Il Omnniscient" one, whose wisdom, was especially
xnanifcstcd at thc creation cf nan ; the " Creator,"' iho also was active
iu givingr life te mnan ; tIl "Spirit," or the Spirit above ail spirits.
Other naines, as the IlLord cf licaven and cartli," may aiso bc given, but
tiue saine being is indicated iu every case. 1V is truc tlîat a further attempt
te explain lis ideas of the supreme would brin- a Kachin te -%vlat a Wcst-
cru mmnd would regard as an almnost hopelcss confusion. Ilc would assert
tlîat thc saine bcing is indicatcd in cadli cf tIc above naines, and also that
tute "lOmnniscient" eue and thIl Creatoe" liad soincthiing like a human.
birthi, îvhile t1his would net be admittcd in the casa of " The onc higlier
than the ciouids."' To us some forin of incarnation, or something resem-
bhingr an Avatar cf Vishinu, wouid offer the most natural expiauation, 'but
a Kanclin fecîs no nccessity cf solving- this mystery. It is enougli for him
to kuow that thocre is foie one greater tliau the Nats. These Nats, the
groatcst nuinler cf wvhich have once becu human beings, are in thecir pres-
cnt stà;te imînortal, but noV omniscient, omnnipotent, or ubiquitous. Ail of
fli;ese attributes are without hesitation applicd te tIceeue above ail]. ]3cings
lialf Nat and half inan wcre endlowcd with, supernatural power, but were
subjeet to change and dkath, ana cxist at preseut in the sanie Nvay as auy
other 'who lis passcd jute thc malin of the dead.

Thc kneicge cf a supreine iîowcr exerts,, howcver, hardly any moral
influience over the Xaciîins. It is commonly believed that lie ordiliprily
dots not cenceru himseif about hunian affairs. Only in extreine cases is
it suspected that hoc punishes; au extraordinarily wickedc person, but whcn
and lion hIls happons ne one dlaimis te k-now. Wlien any great calamity
bofals a tribe or family ; wheu n'ai, famine, or pestilence is rijng, and
thc Nats do net sceni prepitions, then supplications arc mnade te tIc Lord
<if ail, but ne sacrifices are offcred. That we liîc ineet with a few re-
inaining ideas from the origrinal niouothcismn of India scis alinost certain.
<<il lias hîcen forgotten bv more favored nations thian tIe Kachuins, but
tlinqe iii elnsest contact 'wil tliese wvild chîjîdre:; of nature have liad occsi-
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