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Yu 1-Prkridknt Tahbkll on this Situation.__
Tin1 circular issued on May 1, by Mr. Tarbell, 2nd 
vice-president of the Equitable, gives no sign of his 
intention to retire. He announces that, “the 
her of policies issued by the society for April last 
is m-Tc than 1,000 in excess of the number issued in 
April. 1904,” and that, “the Society’s actual paid 
business this year up to 1st May is almost exactly 
$5,000,000 ahead of the paid business of the first 
four months of last year.” Mr. Tarbell makes 
direct reference to the existing troubles. He has, 
however, the following passage which refers indi­
rectly to the question at issue, viz. the mutualization 
scheme.

"Let every one know that the Equitable is and 
always has been conducted on a mutual basis, that 
its fund of over eighty millions of dollars is the 
fund from which policy-holders received their divi­
dends, and can be disbursed in no other way, since 
the charter and policy contracts forbid participation 
in surplus by any other interests.”

• * * *
Thu Elgin Loan Company.—The liquidation of 

this company is likely to result more favourably 
than was anticipated. The depositors and other 
creditors have been paid 87'A per cent, of their 
chims, the balance still due being about $62,000. 
Towards this the liouidators report having "assets 
available estimated to realize $95,000. The share­
holders, therefore, are not likely to be called upon, 
but will probably be repaid part of their stock.

nection with the affairs of the city. It would be 
highly desirable for this organization to take 
active interest in municipal affairs. It is, no dofibt, 
highly commendable to issue pamphlets descriptive 
of the City of Montreal, and its surroundings, giv­
ing information respecting its attractions, and spread­
ing these broadcast. The first thing, however, which 
should demand their attention is that of endeavour­
ing by every possible means to have our streets and 
sidewalks put into good condition, for we are afraid 
that it is a poor advertisement for Montreal to 
bring visitors here who go away necessarily im­
pressed by the deplorable condition of the streets of 
the metropolitan citv of the Dominion. Between 
ruts and dust, and breaks in the asphalted road­
ways, driving is anything but pleasant during the 
summer time. Another matter which might de­
mand attention is the provision of an up-to-date 
hotel accommodation. We are glad to note in this 
connection the statement made by the Windsor 
Hotel directors, that it is their intention to enlarge 
and remodel their building. It cannot be 
plished any too quickly.

* * » »
Speaking ok our HTUEKT8.—It may not be out 

of place for the Council of the Board of Trade to 
call a meeting of the citizens to discuss this impor­
tant question, and strengthen the hands of the al­
dermen somewhat by making suggestions as to re­
quirements, and ways and means. Those who come 
in contact with visitors to this city feel very much 
humiliated by the remarks heard on the condition of 
our roads and sidewalks generally. A few practical 
suggestions as to providing the ways and 
needed for street repairs would be appreciated by 
the citizens generally.

* * * *
Piioi'ohkii Exhibition.—It is pleasant to know 

that a little more life is being infused into the Ex­
hibition question, and we have no doubt, whatever, 
but the Federal Government, the Provincial Gov­
ernment and the City will each do their duty in fur­
thering this enterprise, provided it be shown to them 
that it will be carried out on a proper basis, and as 
a strictly business proposition. Montreal is pecu­
liarly well adapted for holding an Annual Exhibition 
of a national character. It is at the head of 
navigation, and the terminus of the great railway 
and canal systems of the Dominion. It is the one 
city of the Dominion where the two leading races, 
which form the citizens of Canada, are most largely 
in evidence. Nearly ten years ago, a large delega­
tion went to Ottawa to urge upon the Federal 
authorities the desirability of making a grant to 
such an Exhibition. Amongst those who took a 
lively interest in the matter at that time were. Lord 
Strathcona, Sir William Van Horn, Sir Thomas 
Shaughnessy, and representatives of our banks, rail- 
wav and navigation systems. The benefits to be 
derived from an exhibition in this province arc too 
obvious to need dilating upon.
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Montreal Water Supply.—At the last meet­
ing of the Council of the Board of Trade, the 
mittee which wad studying the fire protective 
vice of the city, urged, amongst other things, the 
•pecial need for the immediate provision of an extra 
pump at the lower level pumping station. It 
to us that no time should be wasted in complying 
with this request. A new pump operated by elec­
tricity, erected in a fire-proof building, would be 
advisable, and in addition the present pumping sta­
tion should be made as fireproof as possible, and 
kept as a reserve. It would be well to have a re­
serve steam apparatus, although, no doubt, there is 
practically no danger of a failure of a continuous 
supply of electric power there being various sources 
from which it is now supplied to the city. The 
great City of Montreal cannot afford to take any 
chances in connection with its water supply. The 
cost in carrying out the above suggestion would not 
involve a large expenditure.
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I- Bikinknh Mkn’h League.—The Council of the 
Hoard of Trade also endorsed what is being done 

Hie Business Men’s League. This league, if 
rivd out on proper lines, and having the right men 
!" connection with it, to give advice and assistance, 
is capable of becoming a power for good in çon-
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