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coadosion forthwith Ihat the queation is With-

in the range of practical politics and has got

to be dealt with. Now, I say that even if

Parliamiint could n'o^ take np what it ought

long ago to have taksn np, we might hope it

wouldbe deilt with, but it also was dealt with

80 late as to obviate all chance of its settle-

ment being concurrent with a reaolution of

hetter feeling between the people of the two

countries, and thus it is tliat I am brought to

the conclusion that it is the duty of every man

who entertains a strong feeling fc - the Empire,

who entertains a feeling of pride in its ^ '^ries

and of shame in its failures and its fault, to

do what he can in his sphere towards pressing

forward this Irish question to a solution while

tl^re yet be time. Now, so long ago as 1878

the statesman to whom I referred a while ago,

Mr. Gladstone, spoke in this manner, prior to

the General Election which took place at that

time:

"in the matter of Local Government there may
be a solution of some national and even imperial

dtftculties. • • • • If yoa ask me what I

think of Home Rule I most tell you that I wt"

only answer you when you tell me how Home.Kule
is relied to Local Government. .1 am triena-

!y to Local Government; I am friendly to large

loeal privileges and power, and desire, 1 may al-

most say I intensely desire to see Parliament re-

lieved of some portion of its, dutie«. I see the

•fflcienoy of Parliament interfered with, not only

by obstruction from Irish members, but even more
ffiuMlybythe enormous weight which is pteoea

upon the Ume »nd minds of those whom you have

sent to represent you. ,^e^have got an over-

wrighted PMliamont, and if Ireland or any other

portion of the country is desirous and able to ar-

range its affairs, that by taking the local part or

part of its transactions off the hands of Parliament,

it ean liberate and strengthen Parliament for Im-

perial concerns, I say I will not only accord a re-

luctant assent, but I will give a generous support

to any such sjhcmc.

"One limit, gentlemen, one limit only, 1 know
to the extension of colonial Government, it is this,

nothing can be done in my opinion by any wise

statesman or right-minded Briton to weaken toe

authority of the Imperial Parliament.. Because

thelmperial ParU&ment must be Imperial in the

three Kingdoms, Nothing that creates a doubt upon

that supremacy can be tolerated by any intolligent

Mid patriotic man. But subject to that limitation

ifWe can make arrangementsnndor which Ireland,

Seotland. Wales and a portion of Enpland, pan

dml with questions of local and special interest to

themselves more effectually than Parliament now
oan, that, I say, will be tho attainment of a great

national good. Tho Scotch members who always

show in Parliament—I must say, speaking of them
fts an average^ and perhaps it is all the more true

b^ftuse the majority of them are Liberal--who

always show in the transaction of Scotch business

remarkable shrewdness and efficiency..yet <til find

cause to complain and complain seriously .
and

gravely, that thoy cannot got tho Scotch business

properly transacted.

"The Parliament is over-weighted. The PaJrlia-

ment is almost overwhelmed. If we could take off

its shoulders that superfluous weight by the.oon-

stltntion of secondary and subordinate authorities.

and impossible ta8k,.nqw laid upon theHouse^of

CoKns. shall be shUted to the «»» fjof •JS
therefore more eMoient hands of .secondary and

local authority wUl oonfer a bleasmg nwn tWs

conntiT. that will entiUe him^ to be ranked among

the prominent benefactors of the land.

I think. Sir, having regard to that speech, I

was justified in hailing the accession to power

of the Liberal party, as I did in the year 1880,

as giving an omen of some measure of redress

for Ireland in this particalar. But, Sir, an-

other speech was delivered by that same states-

man, under the responsibility of office, m th^.

Imperial House of Commons, not very 1ob«

ago, in which he once again recurred to this

subject and said:

—

i'iua not going to be frightened out of a wise mea-

sure of this kind by beingBur« «i lu.c -.«« », -» told that I am oonde-

seendlng to the prejudices of the Home Rulers. I

will condescend, to no such prejudioM. 1 jrtU con-

sent togivetoIrelanUupop principle nothing that

u not apon equal terms offered to Scotland and to

thedifferent portions of the IJnited Kinjjdom. But

ohinery"by whiohTsomo portion" of the excassive

?heK*^*KdeTwWch"lrV^d"laT^i^^fi^^^
w'stofJ<^adn»i.ni8tration. and a morecenteSl

ryttem ot authority. We wleve that ttg

state of Ireland never can be s»t"fa?t«>5f;?S«lj3
people have aoduired and learned b/ 'i^i«gS,?£S^
practice to exerdae those powers ofl-ocal Govern-

ment wnich were so beneficial » other pottions of

Se Bmpire. Moreover, we beUc- that where fte

Irish pHple had the opportunity within a UjnKM
rangn orr "' **'"''• ""«««" and ouSlities

have done under the Poor Law Acts and thro

some other channels, they have adminl^gredw^^
Indeed, no one oan doubt that, or their nenew
oapadtV for such a duty. .But tl^.i«3«*i«%g»l
the auMtion of purely local »dmiwstration. The
motion of myhonor.ableftiend «mbnwes mattots

of widerscope. I wish.to point out to those hono^:

able wntlemoh that neither they nor.jjo far M I

know, Mr. Butt before them, nor so fM as I know*.

Mr!o'ConneU before him. ever distinctly explain-

ed in an intelligent and pracitical fi"» *^t?»S^r
i?which the realVot of this jWCBtion Was to be

untied. Tbfe principle on Which they proiess to

S?SSIed is that purely Irish mattors.we to beiejlt

^th by a purely IrUh J^athonty, Impenrt
matters to be loft to the Imnerfel autherity of

a Chamber in which Ireland isjo be MP»Mnted.,

But their have not told us by ^ha,t authority it is

to be determined which matters taken one by one

are Irish, and which matters are ImP«"»}-,.
^*2l

they lay feefbre the House a plan in which theyw
to thevery bottom of the question, and g^ve uslo

understand in what manner that .division is to be

accomplished, the practical, consideration nf this

subject cannot reaUy .be^ arrived at. . and I mow
not how any effectivejudgment upon it can be pro-

nounced, tarn well convinced that neither this

Parliament nor any other House of Commons wiU

at any time assent to any measure by which ttte

one paramount centre of authority necessary for

holding together in perfect unanimity wd com-

pactness this great Empire can possibly be in the

slightest degree impaired. (Mimstenal a?d Oppos-

t»eers) We are entitled and bound to ask*
dear and explicit explanation «« to the mode in

which the vital matter is ^ be determine^

1 Wno is to say what purposes are IrapenaiT
' Who is to determine the .circumscription

frithln which the Irish authority is to have a final

voice? Quotations have been made in "fewiM «»

the positions of other countries-fpreMmple, Fin-

land in rehition.to Russia. But this ^ords no

practical illustration of the matter. It r[ould bo „

just as rational for those gentlemen to quota the

case of the Channel I-lands. With rwrard to th»

Isle of Man, wo have sometimes interferal in t^e

matt-sr oi Customs daiiea. but not |» ™4 'ec$"?g;

tionhavewe interfered in the legislation 01 tM
Channel Islands. We have left it entirely to their
0^° authority, and we hare not felt any incon-

venience flow from.that arrangement. Thus fbB»
.Am« d-tfoioBment is «lvan to the principle ofJbo-

cal Government without anypmomjiM tilWUV«IU~'


