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3rd chapter of Proverbs, and offered prayer, invoking the
blessing of God upon the meeting, the Convention, and
the Ohristian Association of St. John, and in other places.
Then came the
HYwx
Blest be the tie that binds
QOur bearts in Christian love ;

The followship of hindred winds
Is like 1o that above.

We share our mutual woes
. Our mutual burdens bear |
And often for each other fows
The sympathizing tear
The President then, on rising, said : *“ Christian friends,
wo have met here to-night to extend to the Delegates here
assembled, a hearty and a Christian welcome, M\Xitn!fonh
me great ;:In-lumr(, to introduee to you the Rev, Hr Lathern,
who will tender you an
ADDRESS OF WELCOME,
on behalf of the Pastors and Charches of the City.”

Me. Larugex said —ile rose on beball of the Pasiors of this. City, to spesk
words of welcome. Not in mere form, bot -nh earpest, loving worda, he woald
bid those here assembled, wel thrioe —wel for their sakes—
weleome for the Master's sake, and welcome for the grest objects theysought to
promote.

Conventions, he sald, are becoming & marked featare of the times. Churches
have Conventions; learned 8 bave Con for & 6
and socis! questions; the Popp has summoned a Convention to meet st Rome
to disouss issues vital to the Reman Catholic Church; snd though this Conven
tion of Christisn young men may have leas of pretention, leas of prestige, it
has, nevertheloss, to deal with important interests, snd it involves great resultls
Bome kinds of work could best be done persomally in our own sphere of life;
there are kinds of work whioh oan best be done by Churches singly ; but there
are other enterprises of Christian effort which can be best sccomplished by
representatives of all the Churches; and, therefore, you are summoned for
united counsel, and, if possible, for organi sggresaive offort. You need
much heavenly wisdom ; and, he trusted, to might be given, not the spirit
of fear, but of power, of love, and of & sound mipd.

He welcomed them as Christian bretAren—brefhren in Christ; not all of the
same name, but all commitied to s common . Rod if we, ss Gospel chario
teers, meet you in the way, as we do mest yoy'now, do not sak for the same
regimental colours, the same denomina tionpd badge, but we ask, Are your bearts
as ours 1n sympathy with the soul-savipg purposes of the Redeemer! Then
givo up your handa, and in this opening service, let us, with claspell bands sad
hearts pulsating as vne, with the consclousness of high and ballowed obligation,
consecrste oursel ves anew (o the serviee of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Ho welcomed them as fellow-warriors ¢f the Oros. Their places in the ranks
awsited them, and summoned them 1o the confliet. Referring to the sammon
ing of the Soottish clans, by the “‘Cross of Thave,” the Rev. speaker went oo to
say, not with the same symbol or ceremony had they been gathered. Thelr
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