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Strife of War-Time Contest

in Commons Yesterd

.

{Sir Robert Borden Moved His Extension Resolu-
tion—Hon. George P. Graham Moved Amend-
ment Which Practically Means Want of Confi-
dence in Government—Parliament in Midst of
Another Bitter Debate Precipitated by Disloyal
Liberal Partizans.

HAS GOVERNMENT BEEN DEALING
WITH ANOTHER NEST OF TRAITORS?

Yesterday’s Developments Look Very Much Like
" it for After Favoring Compulsion and Pledging
Support to Government’s War Measures F. F.
Pardee Seconds Graham’s Amendment Which
Is Beaten by 78 to 61—Dr. Clark Votes with
Government and Three French Conservatives
: 7 () X c ﬁ l I =
? sion on Division But Will Not Press It.

y8pecial to The Standard. :
Ottawa, July 17.—Canada is to have a general election.

fThere will be no extension of parliament; and union gov-
«ernment will be defeated. These three probabilities stand
sout like mountain peaks in a parliamentary day in which
statesmanship, patriotism, impassioned oratory, intrigue and
political chicanery, marched in rapid procession through an
«excited and turbulent house.

Not since the stirring days before 1896 when political
‘passions were stirred to the depths, and the Commons cham-
'ber was the scene of partisan virulence of the most violent
'kind, has such a day been experienced in the house. It was
a storm that broke like a hurricane, sudden and unexpected,
from a clear and unthreatening sky.

Expected Peace

When the house met there were high hopes among the
/best men in both parties that a union government was to be
achieved, that the brains and the best patriotism on both
of the house would unite in a loyal, patriotic effort to
carry on the war. It was in a house of such a promising mood
that the Prime Minister rose after three oclock to move his
;resolution favoring an extension of parliament's life.

The Premier supported his resolution in a speech
marked by good feeling, by conciliation and moderation.
‘When he concluded everybody expected Sir Wilfrid Laurier
jto rise at the time, but they were disappointed. Instead
jof the leader of the opposition, there rose Hon. George P.
Graham with an amendment which was nothing more or
‘Jess than a resolution of want of confidence in the govern-
/ment. The government benches were staggered by such a
_ development. Graham had been one of the compulsory ser-
rvice Liberals who were already in actual negotiations with
‘the ministry in an effort to form a union government. And
there, without warning, he was moving an amendment ex-
preasing lack of confidence in and practically calling for par-
liamentary censure upon the government with which he was

; Indignation Greeted Mr. Pardee
. This amazement grew quickly into indignation and an-
ger when Mr. Graham announced that his amendment was
seconded by F. F. Pardee, chief Liberal whip, who 'was fore-
ost in the conversations with the government looking to-
,ward a coalition cabinet. For the first time in a month the
benches realized that they negotiating with
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The full story of this phni of trickery and Mry has not yet

been fully explained.

the most treacherous piec
public life far many years.
The amendment of Graham and

It may be that it is possible of extenuation, but
at present It stinks in the nostrils of parilame

apparently one of

of politica) play attefapted In Canadian

Pardee succeeded in uniting the

entire Liberal party behind the Quebec leadership of Laurier, all with
the honorable exception of that stalwart British pairiot: Dr. Michael
Clark. It was defeated on a division by a government majority of 17,
the . Nationalists allying themselves with the Laurigrites in the attempt
to embarrass the government. ' 1
The vote was no sooner recorded than Sir MMd Laurier arose
to reply to Sir Robert Borden on the main resolution. Everyone knew
beforehand what he was going to say; he was golng to refuse an ex-
tension and force a general election. The speech which followed was
a stump political oration of the most partisan king. In truth it was
Laurier’s political manifesto to the Canadian peoplg. It repeated all the
old venomous rubbish, all the brainless vilification that have been re-
futed again and again during the past three years.
MICHAEL CLARK REPLIES.'

It was perhaps poetic justice that Laurier was answered by his
greatest follower, Dr. Michael Clark, and It was an answer that without
exaggeration constituted the most compelling plece of parllamentary
eloquence that the house h er heard from the veteran Red Deer
member in his long career of brilliant oratory. A% an indictment of a
Canadian parliamentary leader, it will probably rank among the greatest
efforts of the kind In our public life, and no one who did not witneas the
terrible earnestness of the man or hear the thrilling vibrance of his voice
as It rose ‘and fell, now In denunciation, now In apeps!, now in sarcasm
and scorn, and then again in pathos, can ever fully realize the power
and the grandeur of his eloquence.

Through it all Sir Wilfrid sat motionless Iin his
by the scathing denunciation of his course by this

r. Here was a Liberal of the British school:

; shoc wohveol, and-ae stroke feti upon
Yollowed rounded period of biting rebuke, the Conservative benches
broke into a frenzy of cheers.

it was in vain that Hon. Frank Oliver strove to remove the impres-
slon which Dr. Clark left upon the house, and when he had concluded
a labored defence of Sir Wilfrid's course not another Liberal dared to
rise to continue the debate. The division which followed gave the gov-
ernment a majority of twenty, six Liberals breaking away from Lau-
rier and voting with the government. Extension had been carried by a
majority of parliament; but the prime minist he declared in his
speech in introducing the resolution, will not press it. Instead he will
appeal to the people. An election is certain within the next three
months.

as If petrified

8ir Robert Borden.

In rising to present the resolution
for the extension of the parliamentary
term from October 7th, 1917, to Octo-
ber, 1918,° Sir Robert Borden was
greeted with government cheers.

Speaking with considerable solem-
nity Sir Robert said:

“I beg to call to the recollection of
the house that in February, 1916, I
presented a similar resolution for the
extension of the parliamentary term
from October 7th, 1916, to October 7,
1917, which was unanimously adopted
at that time.” “It now, he said, “be-
came his duty to present a similar
resolution, which had been on the
order paper since last May.

“In my mind,” said the prime min-
ister, “the reasoms for carrying this
resolution today are as strong as they
were in 1916, perliaps stronger.”

“These reasons,” said Sir Robert,
“were fully set forth in the s h he
made in February, 1916, so ‘he
need only summarize them. ;

“In the first place a general elaction

“Up to this time,” said Sir Robert,
“there has been something like prac-
tical unanimity. Mep have worked

of avoiding the controversy we all
wish to avoid.
“Moreover,” he continued,
election were forced,
ing for the carrying on
minds of the people

wyp

Election Would Divert Attention.

“The attention of the people would
undoubtedly be diverted during a gen-
eral election,” sald Sir Robert, “and

or the other, to devote their energies
largely to the purposes of the cam-
paign or leave the

to take care

the number of these men who would
have the opportunity of voting. “It
seems to me,” said the prime minis-
ter, “that this would depend entirely
upon the operations im the field at
that time.”

“These men,” continued the pre-
mier, “are of the best of our people.
They cértainly have a right to be
heard in the election of a parliament
to control the affairs of the country
during the next five years, and | might
ask what right we would have to en-
trust the affairs of the country to a

lament in which these men might
have comparatively so small a volce?

“More than that, | believe the dis.
cussion of political issues, the intru-
slon of party politics on these men
who are fighting our batties at the
front walking hand In hand with death
day by day would be regarded as an
insult.

Voluntary Recruiting.

“There is another issue,” continued
Sir Robert, “eloquent appeals have
been made to me by géntlemen oppo-
site that before the military service
bill s put into operation there shall
be another united and earnmest effort
of all parties in this country to obtain
by voluntary enlistment the reinforce

ments we seek to raise by military|

service. | have listened to the P
peals with great interest and given
them great consideration and | would
be willing to give them every consid-
eration consistent with the. certainty
of providing the necessary reinforce-
ments for the Canadiam troops at the
front. | do not understand how it
would be possible to have a united and
earnest appeal of that kind. | do not
see how any such appeal could pos-
sibly be effective under the immi-
noe of a general election and wiil
ave to ask that honorable gentiemen,
ors coming to & conclusion on this

lution | am proposing, bear that
| in mind.
“‘The unity I am hoping for would
not be possible in a gemeral election
or the imminence of one, so if it is for-
ced upon the country at the present
:I:\”o this proposal must be abandon.

Many Precedents, ¢

to precedents, for such proce-
sald Sir Robert, he had alluded
1916, and quoted the actions

h parliament which had

]
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FIVEN. B. ME
ARE KILLED -
IN AGTION

A. W. Hedgely of St. John
° Among
Chatham, Newcastle and
Woodstock Men Give Up

Lives.

Dead -— Sussex,

Ottawa, July 17
Infantry.
Killed in action:
A. Andeson, 8t. John,
D. E. Gibbons, Sussex, N. B.
A. W. Hedgeley, 8St. John.
E. J. Landry, St. Leolin, N. B.
H. Sutherland, Newcastle, N. B.
Died of wounds: §
Sergt. Major A. Watiing, Chatham,
N.'B.

R 2bl \ Wouedstack, N. ."
©C, T. Livingstone, John, N. B.
P. L. Guest, Digby, N. 8.
C. W. Carvell, Long Beach, N. B.
J. Jaulins, Moncton, N. B.
G. G. Ramsey, Monéton, N.

powers had been conferred upon their
governments by their parliaments,
while in Canada extensive powers had
been conferred upon the governor-in,
council by the war measures act,
which gave the government practical-
1y all the powers of parliament except
taxation and the appropriation of the
public revenue.

It was not 80 much an alteration of
the constitution, he urged, as an alter-
ation of one feature, providing that in
Canada during the war we should
have & parliamentary term of seven
instead of five years—a similar term
to that Great Britain had for 150
years.

Making the Supreme Test.

Proceeding Sir Robert quoted the
speech made by Sir Wilfrid Laurier
when the original extension measure
was carried last year, when Sir Wil-
frid had said it was not proposed to
alter the constitution, but to suspend |
the operation 0f the constitution for]
twelve months.

It was not necessary, gaid Sir Rob-,
ert to dwell upon the gravity of the
situation which faceo this country and |
the whole civilized world. When the
first extension resolution was moved
Canada had sent 125000 men over
seas. Today our casualties - were
rapidly approaching that figure, while
since his return in May last they had
numbered 12000 and since the ex-
tension of parlament a year ago Can-

had sent 200,000 men overseas to
fight for the cause of civilization end
humanity

“We must realize,” he sald, “In ,
considering this resolution that
our country, in .common with
the whole Empire Is making the
supreme test. The Empire itself,
Ita Institutions are in peril. Civil-
Ization Iteelf is in peril, and It
would be Impossible to overstate
the transcendent gravity of the
issue in the balance.”

What Laurier Sald.

Again Str Robert recalled the speech
made by Sir Wilifrid in February
1916, when he had sald there was
nothing for Canada to do but place at
the disposal of Great Britain all her
resources of men ‘and money, and
that there were things even ater
than. Empire, civilization itself, was
at stake, while later Sir Wilfrid had
dwelt upon the horrors that would
ensue if by any chance Germany
should be victorious.

“So 1 would ask my right honorable
friend,” continued Sir Robert, “today
to consider whether at the present day
we face a situation in which the
destinity of Canada, of the whole
Empire, of civilization itself, is hang-
ing in the balance, we are to consider
the technical adherence to every con-
stitutional convention. In such ¢ir
cumstances are we to weigh carefully
the advantage of a five ag compared
with a ®even years parliamentary
term?

c Has No Fear of Election,

“| desire to make it perfectly

plain that whether it becomes nec-
(Continued on page 2)

BRITISH IMPROVE

POGITION:

IND CAPTURE. PRISONERS EAST
OF MONCHY-LE PREUX IN MIST

Powerful Attack by French on Left Bank of Meuse
Results in Capture of German Positions on
Front of More Than Mile and Hal.

\Teltons Conduct_i’:nistent Attacks Northeast of

ENEMY CRUSHED BY FRENCH FIRE

‘COUNTER-ATTACKS LAUNCHED BY

Kalusz Which Were Repelled by Russians —
Huns Occupy Village of Novica, but Are Driven
Out.

London, July 17-—The official re-[301, passing throug | W ur:].a

“Several count tt. aunche
jhe% rom. , Bty h‘eadquarters m,hy the enemy in the course of the
France tonight reads:— |afternoon were crushed by our fires
“We captured a few prisoners andi'nm Germans suffered
o s. The number of unwounded
111 soners reached 425 of whom eight
were officers.

“Belgian communication: The enemy
batteries directed their fire today
chiefly against our communications
and batteries behind Steenstraete.

“Eastern theatre, July 16: The enes

my ‘artillery during the night violent
machines dropped & large number of |}y hombarded our trenches on the

bombs on various points of military|Vardar. front. To the northwest of
importance behind the enemy’s lines.| Monastir an enemy surprise attach

“In the evening many fights took |agains#our positions at Tsrvena Stena
place in the air, as a result of which|was repulsed after s ed grenade
six enemy ailrplanes were brought{ﬂghtlng."
down, one being forced to land in our
lines; three others were driven down
out of control. ‘None of our machines
are missing.”

very heavy
improved our positions somewhat in
the course of local fighting early this
morning east of Monchy-Le-Preux.
Although handicapped by thick
clouds and strong winds, our airplanes
carried out a great deal of successful
work yesterday in conjunction with
the artillery. In addition our raiding

Russian Statement.

Petrograd, July 17—The following
is the Russian official statement:

“Western front: No:theast of Kak
usz, beginning yesterday morning,
the Germans conducted persistent
Paris, July 17— A powerful attack|attacks which were repelled by us.
by the French this morning on the E‘u}‘ tactical reasons our troops occu-
left bank of the Meuse resulted in the |PYIng the left bank of the lower
capture of German positions on a|course of the River Lomnich have
front.of more than a mile and a half|Peen transferred to the right bank,
to a_depth of about two thirds of & leaving Kalusz, and securing behind

French Capture Positions.

mile.

The text of the statement reads.—

“Both artilleries were active in the
region of Cerney, Ailles and the Cali-
fornie plateau.

“In the Champagne the enemy re-
newed his attack north of Mont Te
and regained a footing at certa
points in trench elements captured
on July 14. The artillery action con-
tinued violently in the sector of Momf
Haut, where we organized the ground
gained.

“On the left bank of the Meuse an
operation carried out by us this morn-
ing west of Hill 304 developed a com-
plete success for us. After strong s l
tillery preparation our troops about |
6.45 o’clock advanced to attack the
enemy lines with irresistible spirit.
Notwithstanding the energetic defense
of the Germans we recaptured in a
few minutes trenches which the enemy
had occupied since June 29. |

“Pushing our advantage further we |
carried German positions beyond on a |
front of 2,500 metres on both sides of |
the road between Hsnes and Malan-|
court. The entire first German line|
fell into our hands. A little later, the{
second enemy line, after a desperate
engagement, in which admirable valor
was displayed by our soldiers, was
likewise conquered.

Carry Forward Line.

“The advance reached a depth of
about one kilometre. Our line has
thus been carried forward from the
southeastern end of Avocourt Wood,

as far as the western slopes of Hill ed

SEVERE STORM
HITS MONGTON

Another Heavy Electric Storm
Passes Over City—Sunny
Brae House Hit by Light-
ning.

Special to The Standard.
Moncton, July 17-~Moncton and

vicinity were visited again today by
another severe electrical storm, ac-
companied by an exceptionally heavy
rain. Rain fell in torrents more than

them the important crossing of the
Lomnica.

“In the section of Novica-Lodziany-
Krasne our troops continued to. cons
duct attacks with the object of throw-
ing the enemy back across the Lom-
nica. The enemy made stubborn re-
sistance.

Teutons Repulsed.

“With the approach of evening he
counter-attacked in dense w s
the direction of Serlohy
pressing back our troops
village of Novica, but w
again upon the arrival of sh re-
serves. In the ejection of the enemy
the Daghestan-and Karbada cavalry
regiments, on foot, took an energetia
part in the fighting. The enemy sufe
fer & sses i att

the ree

18
mainder of the front.”

Roumanian Front.

“Roumanian front: One of ous
scouting parties consisting of fifty
men occupied the village of Dunaeveg
in St. Georges channel of the Danube,
Of two enemy companies, a large part
were made prisoners and the rest fied.
We captured one gun, two maching
guns and various stores. Having care
ried out:their task our scouts left,
having "lost “three officers and eight
men wounded.

“Caucasus front: In the regions of
Serdesht and Baneh the Kurds madel
a night attack, which was beaten off.
A Turkish offensive in the region oi
the"(lman summit also was frustrate
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an hour and considerable damage wa::
done to crops and garden stuff. Im
many . places washouts occurred om
highways and crossways were carried
away.

At Sunny Brae a house occupied by
Edgar Bishop was struck by lightning,
The top of a chimney was knocked offy
the kitchen stove damaged and the
stovepipe knocked down. A hot water
boiler on the stove was carried across
the kitchen and passed out through the
front door without injuring a young
woman and two small children who
were in the house at the time.

Tonight another slight electric storm
passed over the city accompanied by
heavy rain.

b i

C. P. R. HANDLES ALLAN LINE.

Special to The Standard.

London, July 17—Canadian Pacifia
ocean services announce  that they
have taken over the management and
control of the Allan Line steamers
and offices in the United Kingdom.




