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I Kings 12

3 —The Kingdom Divid-
ed 2

12

GOLDEN TEXT.

Pride gocth before destruction, and
haughty spirit before a fall.—Prov. 16: 18

an

EXPLANATORY

Tue Two Ways PRESENTED To REHOROAM.
—The Right Way urged by the Old Men
Rehoboam first consulted the old men, who
had been Solomon's councillors. They ad-
vised the young king to grant the people’s
requests, “speak good words to them,” and
the people would be his servants forever.
Very likely this had been their customary
advice to Solomon, and following i* may
have aided him greatly in maintaining his
dominion

The Wrong Way- urged by the Young
Men. Their advice was that Rehoboam
should make to the people this defiant and
insolent reply : “My litile finger shall be
thicker than my father’s loins. And now
whereas my father did lade you with a
heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke: my
father hath chastized you with whips, but I
will chastise you with scorpions.”

Renopoam’'s Fooriss CHoicr.—Vs. 12-15
After the old men had given their displeas
ing advice, Rehoboam had peremptorily de
cided against them (I Kings 12:8) He
was ready, therefore, to accept promptly the
advice of the young men 4

12. SO JEROBOAM AND ALL THE PEOPLE
The sending for Jeroboam was not because
the northern tribes intended to revolt
whether their demands were granted or not.
Exiles naturally return on the death of the
kings they have offended, and it was only
prudent for these northern tribes to have
their strongest leader at hand in case their
demands should be refused. Camer
AS THE KING HAD APPOINTED. R. V.,
king bade.

13. AND THE KING ANSWERED THE PEOPLE
RroUGHLY. Solomon had easily put down the
revolt of Jeroboam and David that of Sheba
(2 Sam. 20: 1-22.) Rehoboam felt that he
could as readily put down this third insur
rection.

14. MY PATHER ALSO CHASTISED YOU WITH
whips. Imposed heavy burdens of taxation
There is also a literal reference, for such
forced labor as Solomon exacted was often
labor under the lash. But I witr cuAsTISE

as the

you with scorrions. ‘“Thongs thickly set
with sharp iron points, used in the castiga-
tion of slaves.” “So that each blow might
wound like a scorpion’s sting.” 1 will in
crease your civic burdens

15. WHEREFORE (R. V. $0) THE KING HARK

ENED NOT UNTO THE PEOPLE
the entire narrative; we need
that they revewed their plea

“his sums up
not \H')‘Nmf‘
For THi

FOOD FACTS

Whatan M. D. Learned

A prominent physician of Rome, Georgia
food

went through a experience which he
makes public
that - first led

me to advocate Grape Nuts food and I also

“It was my own experience

know from having prescribed it to convales
cents and other weak patients that' the food
is & wonderlul rebuilder and restorer of nerve
and brain tissue, as well as musecle. It im-
proves the digestion and sick patients always
grin
very rapidly.

just as I did in strength and weight
state that 1 had to
entirely and go to the
but
there did not improve me; in fact.1 was not
My food
absolutely refused to sustain me and it be

“] was in such a low

give up
mountains of this state,

my work

two months
quite as well as when I left home

came plain that I must change, then I began
to use Grape-Nuts food and in two weeks |
could walk a mile without the least fatigue
and in five weeks returned to my
practice, taking up hard work again.:
that time I have felt as well and strong as |
ever did in my life.

“As a physician who seeks to help all suf-
ferers I consider it a duty to make these facts
public.” Name given by Postum Co., Battle
Creek, Mich.

Trial 10 days on Grape-Nuts when the re-
gular food does not seem to sustain the body
will work miracles.

“There's a reason.”

Look in each pkg. for the famous little
book “The Road to Wellville.”

CAUSE WAS yRom THE Lorp (R. V., it wasa

home and

Since
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School «¢

thing brought about of the Lord,) like the
hardening of Pharaoh’s heart (Ex. 4 : 2¢,) or
the Jews' crucifixion of Christ (Acts 21 23)
THAT HE MIGHT PERFORM HIS SAYING (R. V.,
establish his word.) The reference is to
Ahijah’s prophecy to Jeroboam (1 Kings

that he should rule over ten tribes
A difficult point is raised by the questions,

How could this unhappy division of the
kingdom be said to be “from the lLord," and
how was Rehoboam to blame, if God was
- the author of ‘the event
1. Undoubtedly God desired that his
people should remain united. His plan for
them from the days of Abraham was that

they should become a strong and populous
nation The kingdom under David and
Solomon seemed on the point of fulfilling
this drsign 4

“It might have extened its

says McCurdy, “so as to become the super
ior of Egypt, and fit to cope with Assyna."”
Thus extended, if the union had remained

true to God, it would have been a far might-
ier power for advancing the true religion

2. But God never forces his plans on a
nation orjan individual. We are not mere
}nupp(‘(‘» in God's hands. God has given us
ree will, which be allows us to

use even in

opposition to him
But God's love follows the erring
still. Our father makes even the wrath of

man to praise him. 1f men will nof choose
the best, God brings them the second best
If the United States will not free the slaves
peacefully, God, as the result of a terrible
war, causes their emancipation and confirms
the union of States

4 So the disruption of the kingdom was
made in God's providence to work out good
for the nation-—not the highest good pos-
sible for them if they had obeyed God, but

the highest good possible when disohed-
ient,

I'ug Diviston oF e KINGDOM, AND THE
Resyrt.—Vs, 16.20. Assoon as the leaders

from the north saw that Rohoboam bhad no
intention of remedying abu es and effecting
reforms, they gave the signal for the great
revolt

16. Art ISRAEL SAW THAT THE KING
HARKENED NOT. Josephus saw that “they
were struck by his words as by an iron rod.”
WHAT PORTION HAVE WE IN Davip ? What
have we to do with David's son, Rehoboam,
or David’s tribe, Judah Compare 2 Sam.
20 : 1.- NEITHER HAVE WE INHERITANCE IN
THE SON OF Jessk. “Contrast the language
of the ten tribes after the collapse of Absa-
lom's rebellion: ‘We have ten parts in the

king' (2 Sam 19:43") To your TENGS, O
IsragL, Back to your homnes, and prepare
for war This “ery—the Marseillaise of
Israel—was an old war-cry of Ephraim.

The use of the word “tents” may have or-
iginated when people dwelt in tents, or from
the tents of an army. Now SEE TO THINE
Davio. lLook after your own
tribe of Judah, Rehoboam, for that is all you
wit have left

OWN HOUSE

17 g  CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WHICH
DWELT IN THE CITIES oF Jupan. The mem-
bers of the northern tribes who had homes

in the cities of Judah did not join their kins-
men in the revolt, but remained under Reho
boam

18, Rrnonoam was so infatuated, and so
blind to the real state of affuirs, that he at-
tempted to stop the revolt by sending to

them ADORAM, WHO WAS OVER THE TRIBUTE
I'his man. probably the Adoniram of
1 Kings 4 : 6, presided over the forced labor,

and the foolish young king could no* have
chosen a more hated messenger. His per
suasion and threats were alike fruitlecs. The
indignant people, following a common prac-

tice of ancient mobs (Ex. 8:26; 17:4; | Sam
16: 6, ete,) STONED HIM to death, THERE-
FORE KI YVEHOBOAM MADE SPEED to escape
from Shechem to Jerusalem, rec~gnizing his
own peril

19. Unto THis pAy. “This expression

shows that the writer, who lived during the
captivity, and consequently long after the
rebellion of Israel had come to an end,is
embodying in his history the exact words of
an ancient document.’

20. WneN ALL Isragr, the northern
tribes, HEARD THAT JEROBOAM WAS COME
AGAIN out of Egypt. Only the leaders of

Israel, with their immediate followers, had

been present at Shechem. CaLiep HIM
UNTO THE CONGREGATION, The general as-
sembly of the northern “tribes. AND MADE

HIM KINC

JUT THE TRI3E OF JubAH onNvLy. The next
verce adds “with the tribe of Benjamin,”
which was divided, the smaller, southern
half adhering to Judah,

Returnea to Jerusalem, Rehoboam assem-
bled an army to put down the rebellion, but
he was forbidden by God, speaking through
the prophet Shemaiah, of whom nothing
further is known (1 Kings 12 : 21:24.) This
event completed the separation of the king-
doms, settling God's seal upon it.

‘Do vou believe,’ a lady asked, ‘that a gen-
ius can possible be a good husband ?’ ‘Well,
] would prefer not to answer that question:
but my wile ought to be able to tell you!

X AND VISITOR.

If we are to have Christian education in
our institutions of learning, we must have
Christian teachers, Those who attend them
arein a formative period. They arggflected
by the spirit, character, (»piniun,lift and in-
fluence of those who instruct them. Asan
illustration and confirmatory of this, it is said
that“all the professors of the science whowere
students at Yale in Prof. March’s classes are
the professors of the
science who studied at Harvard under pro-
fessor Agassiz are theists.” Thisis in accord
with the general principle that personal in-
fluence is a mighty factor in religious as well
as in secular training.
sider this fact more than they do, and be care-
ful where they send their children if they

agnostics, whileall

Parents should co

wish them to grow up under Christian en-

vironments and to retain the faith af their
childhord. On the other hand, those who
have « harge of our institutions of learning
should be careful whom they introduce into
the professionial chair and should show due
regard to the character of their religious be-
lief and practice. The church especially can-
not afford to have her youth become agnost-
ics and infidels. She must have her own
training schools, both preparatory and coll-
egigate, if she is to hold her sons and daught-
ers true to Christian ideals, tenet and prac-
tics—Presbyterian.

PSRRI
SUNSHINE AND MUSIC.

A laugh is just like sunshine,
It freshens all the day,

It tips the peaks of life with light,
And drives the clouds away ;
The soul grows glad that bears it,
And feels its courage strong—

A laugh is just like sunshine
For cheering folks along !

A laugh is just like music,
It lingers on the heart,
And where its melody is heard
The ills of life depart ;
And happy thoughts come crowding
Its joyous notes to greet—
A laugh is just like music
For making living sweet!
i ————
JOSEPH PARKER'S LIBRARY.

Dr. Joseph Parker was once asked how he
managed to draw thousands to his city tem-
ple simply to hear him talk. His reply is
characteristic.

“You would understand if you read my
library."”

“ Oh. it's gond, bad, indifferent, grand and
squalid,” answered the mighty talker. “It's
everything. It's in underground trains and
on bussrs, in rerated tea-shops smart restaur-
an's, at churches, stations, partirs,receplinns,
meetings, jubilees and sick beds; you find it
in prisons and boudoirs. The fact is, you
can never get away fromit Wecall it ‘hum-
an nature,’ for- want of a better name. I
study it—that's why I call it my library.
Most men don't, you see. But that's why
I'm listened to.”

et
QUICK WORK.

At one time Bishop Williams of Marquette
was a university preacher at Cornell for a
few weeks, and during that time he not ouly
gave fine sermons, but provided his friends
at the university with many good stories.

One*he brought from Winnipeg, where he
had been attending the synod of the Canad-
jan church  He had seen there a missionary
bishop who had come a long journey, trav-
elling for six weeks ,most of the time by canoe.

This missionary had brought messagesand
excuses from a brother bishop who was pre-
veuted from coming to the synod because “‘his
biocese had gone to the dogs.”

He porceeded to explain that the brother
bishop was laboring among the Eskimos,
north of Hudson Bay. He had built them a
church with whale's ribs for rafters, covered
with tanned walrus hide.

“It held eighty persons™ said the mission.
ary bishop,” and served its purpose well unti!
in a bad time the dogs grew famished and
devoured the church!”

SPEAKING ENGLISH.

Here is a story that comes from lL.ondon,
and illustrates the peculiarities of the Am-
erican boy: The youngster was at the Hotel
Cecil, and he listened intently to a group of
knglish people Suddenly he looked up at
his mother, ‘Say, ma,do these people talk

English?" ‘Certainly they do, my child.
What a question!'" Then we don't said the
Y.
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Trouble and a terrible operation
avoided. Mrs. Emmons tells
how she was saved by the use
of Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetabie
Compound. .

“DeAr Mrs. Prxxmax:—I am

TSR P s )

1 d with the
Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable
Compound that I feel it a duty and
a pri to write you about it.

Lod ¢ ered for more than five years
with ovarian troubles, causing an
unpleasant discharge, a m weak-
ness, and at times & fain would
come over me which no amount of
medicine, diet, or exercise seemed to
correct. Your Vegetable Compound
found the weak spot, however, within
s.few weeks —and saved me from

disap; , and I found myself once
more and well. Words fail to
describe the real, true, ul feeli
that is in my heart, and I want to

every sick and suffering sister. Dom™
d;ur; with medicines you know noth-
ing about, but take Lydia E. Pink-
ham’s Vegetable Compound, and
take my word for l:syon will be s dif-
ferent woman in a short time.” — Muas.
Laura Eumuons, “;‘l"hlkorvﬂl‘:'.f Ont, ~
T

Don’t hesithte to \ ite to ‘lrs.
w lldnz..xre is an

our siclk ress you do w

unden“nd. ﬁo wom.nyo aver
regretted writing oer and she
has hel thousands, Address
Lynn, .

Ins urance.
Queen Insurance Co.
ins. Co. of Nerth Amarice.
JARVIS & WHITTAKER,
General Agents.
74 Prince #illiam St., St. JohnN. B,

Fire Insurance

ecied on Dwelllings, Furniture, Stocks and
other insurable property.
W. H. WHITE,
General Agent,
No. 3 King St.
Office phone 850,
House 160,

McSHANE S

are ringing avidenose of steling wortd.
Over ringing round the werld.
MeSHANR RELL POUNDRY, R, U, 8 &

CANADMAN
PACIFIC

Homeseekers
EXCURSIONS

TheCanadianNorthwest

Second Class Low Rate Round Trip Tick-
ets will be issued from

ST. JOHN, N, B.

June 15th and 29th, and
July 20th,

Good for Return Two Months from date of
issue.

For full particulars apply to Ticket Agent,
Or Write to C. B. FOSTER,
D. P. A, C. P. R, ST. JOHN, N. B.




