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We commit to him the wealth of our souls, which we
shall only squander if we are left alone, which we shall
not be able 80 to guard, but that the moth and the ' rust
will corrupt it afid titieves will break through and steal.
If we are wise we shall put them into his hands and say :
** Take thou cage ! I cannot ; but I can if thou wilt help
me." $

Thus the metaphor of our text, with all its sacred
associations that bring back Calvary to our thoughts,
simply means the old, old threadbare thought that we
are safe when we exercise faithin God. We commit
ourselves to him when we cease from the vain attempt
to be the nuthors of our own' salvation, and, gnizing
the deep wounds which ''sin has inflicted, are content to
be healed by Christ. 'We cannot save oursélves any
more than we can lift oursélves by our own 'arms. To

¥

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
that bound him to the legionary might chafe and rub and
make o sore ; the aword might be sharpened, and the
block all but fixed om which his decapitation was to take
place. But, he says, ‘‘ He will keep that which I have
committed 10 him against that day.” Our hearts and
anticipations go away out beyond the dark end of life ;
and we think of all the mysteries which, though they be

magnificences, strike a chill of strangeness into our”

hearts, and we wonder what is to befall us out yonder in
the darkness, where we bave mever been before, and
about which we know nothing except 'that the thrones
are to'be set, and the books opened. Paul says to us,
“Heisable to keep against that day.” So guarded in
life, shielded from all real evil, preserved from temptation
and from suares, brought unharmed through the hustling
of the pitiless storm of death, and shepherded in the fold

learn our helplessness is the first step d abandoning
reliance on ourselves, and when we despair of ourselves
we are in & position to trust in God.

Coleridge tells .somewhere of & humorist thatbhad a
sheaf of Unitarian pamphlets, bound and lettered on the
back ‘ Every Man His Own Redeemer.'” Thatis one
way of salvation, which ends in destruction, and 'the
other, the true way, is * Father, into thy hands1 com-
mend my spirit.”

beyond the flood, the soul that is committed to him is
safe.. In that act of giving ourselves utterly up to God
lies the secret of blessedness and the guarantee of im-
mortality. He is not going to lose the treasures committed
to his charge. ' He prizes them too much. And because
we have said to him, “My flesh and my heart faileth,
but thou art the streugth of my heart, and my portion
forever,”" therefore he will guide us by his counsel, and
afterward receive ns §o glory. Hh hand will not let the

The same self-surrender will lead to pting God's
appointments. as to outward  things, or, as Peter says,
committing the keeping of our sonls to him in well-doing
as unto & faithful Creator, It will lead to gur yielding of
our wills to his command. We shall roll the burden of
circumstances and provision « for bodily needs and pro-
tection on God, He is responsible for what is entrusted
to him, as & banker is for the money deposited with him.:
If we are wise we shall by faith deposit our most precious
;- i ives, in the ngly built and guarded
treasure-house in h , a8  defencel p flock
into a fortress with their poor belongings in time of war,
when the enemy is ravaging the opeén country. Then
our treasure will be safe.

Where the treasure is, up yonder, lying enclosed in the
great hands that shaped the world, where the treasure is,
there will the heart be also. 'And lo ! what blessedness,
what quiet peace, ' what absolute répose there will be in
thus denuding: myself of myself that I may find myself
glorified, gr d quilized, defended by him !

Well, thes, if I honor God by trusting my treasure to
him he will homor me by trusting  his treastye to me.
“ That good thing whith was committed to thee.” And
what was that ? I suppose the shortest way of putting it
is, God's self manifested in God's Gospel.” We give our-
selves to him, and he will give us as much back agmin--
he will give us himself in the revelation of his grace in
Jesus Christ.  Or, if you bring it dewn to more familiar
words, the good thing committed to Timethy ;was the
Gospel, and of . the ' grace of God manifested in Jesus
Christ,

Peul.r d it in st dship, as he speaks in anoth-
er place of ' the Gospel of the glory of the happy God
with which I was entrusted.” It is a token of the divine
confidence in us, of the divine fervor'and love toward us,
of thie gladness with which he accepts the r sibility

eatrusted to him slip, and he will say at the
last what Christ said in the upper room, only with a
diverse application, ‘‘ That what thou hast given me I
haye kept, and none of it is lost,”” and we shall find our
sonls in his bands, -

S0 we come to the other keeping—** That good deposit,”
says Paul to the somewhat timid Timothy, ‘‘keep, by
the Holy'Ghost which dwelleth in thee.’! Asthetwo
trusts are related, 80 are the two Kkeepings. When we
trust ourselves to God he entrusts us with himself. And
when he keeps us, then, and only then, can we keep that
which is put in our hands. Faith is no idle virtue, The

i of baviag denuded myself, ana having laid
all the responsibility on his shoulders, does not mean, of
course, that we have nothing to do. The great paradox
that the apostle spdke in a sentence, the two halves of
which have divided Christendom, is repeated here.
 Work out your ows salvation with fear and trembling
for it Is ‘God'‘that worketh in you." And 80 here he
keeps ine ; that is the metive and the means for keeping
myself, and keeping the word that he has entrusted to me.

How do [ keep it? - Well! there is one way of keeping
it which a great many Cliristian people need to practice
agrest deal more than they do, and that is thinking
about, it ; reading their Bibles; saturating their minds
with the truths of the gospel ; and cartying them about
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word with matiy. dea. friends of the mission athome.
Let me tell ‘you something then about this place and
what we are doing here. Thisis an historic spot. It
was here that the poor old leper Christian of fragrant
memory livéd and died. His history and .that of the
little ‘‘child-widow" that he subsequently married, is
vividly told in a little booklet written by Mrs. Archibald.
It is called. ‘Gurahutti and Herri " By all means
send to Mrs Manning and geta copy. It will beof the
deepest intérest now that Tekkali is coming iuto fuller
prominence. It reads like a novel, I shall just give you
enough here to whet your appetite for the wonderful
story. In this town is the land upon which he used to
dwell, and which the native king (Rajah) took from him
forcibly when he became a Christian. Here is his well—
one that he dug for the bemefit of all who wished to
drink, but especially for the poor outcasts who were not
allowed to draw from: the public wells, and often had to
drink foul water from the stagnant pools that were full
of iilth and poison. The inscription upon & stone in the
side of the well may still be seen though the figures are
somewhat dim. It tells who built the well and for whom
the gift was intended. 'Driven from his lawful property,

" he built'a hut under a tamarind tree. That tree is still

standing and the mound of earth indicates where his hut
stood and lhe little shed adjoining, where he taught
school to & few boys who came from a Savara (hill-tribe)
village near the town. A piece of land half a mile from
the town belonging to him, and not taken from him, was
given by him at his death to the mission. On one cor-
ner of that plot his bones were laid to rest. Being dead,
these miany years, he yet speaketh, for the sincerity of
his Christian life, amid much physical suffering and per-

ion, is still bered by hesthen people d
here. As he was buried on that plot we have made about
a quarter of the field into a cemetery, and already sever-
al have been laid at rest there. Last month we buried,
near Gurahutti, the remains of one of gur Bible women—
Farah—who died very suddenly. She too was a Christ-
iap in whom we could rejoice. Her memory will be
blessed, and we doubt not she has gone home to her
Saviour to swell the number of saved Telugus who have
L their robes and made them white” in His
blood.

OUR MISSION HOUSK,

Just outside the town the Lord has given usa lovely
spot for mission house. The compound coverstwo
acres and facing the town so.that people coming in
from the three different directions pass in front of our
premi The tion of those passing out of the town
in these three directions igat once drawn to us and our

with them, as their pe ion, as their gth, as their
peace, You do not ¥eep that which is committed to you
if, having found *‘ stlvation,” as you suppose, in Jesus
Christ you then live, week in and week out, practical
oblivion of the great truths by which your soulis sup-
posed to have been saved.

And there is another way of keeping them—by living
according to them. And there is the other way of keep-
ing them, which was “especially in Paul's mind in the

that we have thrown upon him, and that he retarns a
kindred responsibility which he throws upoti/'us.. *“You
give me yourselves to take care of," he says, “‘now, I
give you this—take care of it for me.”

We have that trust because we have castourselves on
him, and; having it, we should cast ourselves the more
upon him, The two trusts help one another, 80 to speak,
And the more a man realizes that he has flung his whole
weight upon God, the more will he feel that God bad
laid upon him a distingvishing and elevating dship ;
and the more ke feels that he is entrusted with a portion
of his Father's wealth, the more will he feel that, to
keep the wealth, he needs to cast himeelf, with the rich
dowry that has been put into his hands, on his Father's
protective care.

II. Thus we come now to look at the two keeps.

The word rendered to ** keep”’ is often used for keeping,
s armed men or guards do.. God monnts sentry upon
what we put into bis hands ; and he expects us to do the
same with reference to what he puts into ours. He keeps
that which is committed to him,

I need not dwell upon all the manifold ways by which
that delivering and protecting grace ds the wealth
that has been laid in his hands. 'When we are denuded
of self-will we are delivered from the strongest foe that
threatens to rob us of ourselves. God comes to usin no
mere phor, but-in the d reality of the apiritual

life, to guard s, to provide for us, to. prepare ways for-

us, to deliver.un from our own evil and from all outward
evil, to be a-wall of fire' round about us, and to keep us
' againgt that day.” ;
Paul was expecting martyrdom. He was living in'the
momentary anticipation that the end might come at once.
And, as you remember, toward the close of this letter; he
speaks about the certainty that he had finished his course ;
and that there was nothing left now except the reception
of the crown of glory. - And yét he says, in . almsost the

tion of my text, and that is by remembring that

these great truths are given to us to guard, and that we
are responsible for spreading them abroad upon the earth.
Unless we do these three things-—occupy mind and
heart with the gospel ; live according to the gospel ; and
do our best to spread the gospel—it is vain for us to say,
‘Y have committed myself unto him.”’ What are you
doing with what he ‘has committed to you? '‘That is the
question, Vou will be kept, if you will, by the * Holy
Ghost thet dwelleth in you.’' But that good thing com-
witted to you, yon have to keep; and while it is ‘‘ the
Holy Ghost that dwelleth in you” who gives you power

locations, so we are like a city set on a hill that cannot
bebid. The road that passes by us to the right leads to
the sea four miles away. But we think of it chiefly as
leading to the Railway “Station. It makes us laugh to
talk about & Railway. This is one of the blessings that
we bave mot had until recently, The East Coast Rail-
way crawls along in a Northeasterly direction about two
miles from the Sea and four miles from us, Our Railway

tion is called Nowpad It used to take four mights
(we genersally travel by night in this country) t6 reach
this town, from Vizianagram; now we run down in as
many hours, So much better is a railway train than an
ox-cart,

OUR NEWEST RAILWAY.

VYou see we are having a good many new things these
days that inake our hearts glad and prove to us that the
world “dé move’’ even in slow old India. The native
Prince at Kimedi lately decided to baild a branch road
from that town to this one and on to touch the Rast
coast road. This new line is now under construction and
again we laugh as we see the hundreds of coolie men

to keep it, you have to use the power. h

we hive laid npon God, and removed from
otirselves onlly brings wpon ms the more weightily the
esponsibility of keeping that good thing which was
committed to, us. N

and (like so many black ants in the distance)
building up the embankment for the rails, The line will
pass behind our compound wall, at the back, within
about 100 feet, and the Tekkali Railway Station will pe
just at the corner of our premises. This brings us with-
in an hour of Kimedi instead of a whole night. "It
means that our missionaries hereafter will be able to see
each other a little oftener than ouce in three or six
months as formerly. As we dre men of like passions
with y dves—gregari imals—we appreciate this
privilege exceedingly. .
HIGHWAYS FOR OUR GOD.
These roads and railways are being built by godless




