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EDITORIM

BDO.TING PRIOCES

Fvery little while we hear that prices

t must go up-on some particular article.
The cost of living has gone up and the
workers and proprietors interested. in
the production of some particular art-
icle must get more for their output in
order to share in the general prosperity.
Therefore the price of - the article is

rnised and the purchasing power of the |
weneral public is ‘lessened by the in-|

creased price they have to pay.
With advanced prices on some’ of the

necessities of life the purchasers find |

have to have bigger incomes to
An agitation starts for higher
Those who can

they
live.

wages and salaries.

force their employers to pony up get an |
Then the employers |

increased wage.
begin to boast about fair wages they

pay and the comfort in which their |
workers live. But there is something
that must be remedied if the good

wages are Lo continue. The employers
say that if they-are to maintaina high

standard of wages they must be given

protection against the importation of |

foreign goods. Paying big wages the
emplovers must be given a high tariff
in order that they may get big prices

for their products. This protection is

usually granted and the workers find |

the purchasing power of their big wages
as small if not smaller than the [;ur-
chasing power of their small wages be-
fore the boosting of prices and the im-
position of protective tariffs.

In the competitive system as modis
fied by ‘government interference by
means of protective dutigs and buunnea‘
there is a mad race for wealth through |

esce into larger political units.
tribes coalesce generally because some
strong. leader arises

to his own band. In time arise counts

of warrior bands who subdugd the |

workers and set them to work to keep
his armies going.

until one becomes supreme.

became absolute ruler.

| armies to keep his kingdom in order,

who defeats a
=== | neighboring tribe and adds the warriors |

and dukes who were originally leaders |

THE RULE OF THE PEOPLE

The people think they rule. This is
a mistake. The people do not rule.
They obey their masters. Once every
four or five years parliament is dissol-
ved. Two or three candidates go be-
fore thirteen of fourteen thousand' peo-

In_such times the | ple of whom only three or four thousand |
count must be a great warrior and the | have the right to vote and ask them |
warrior counts fight among themselves | to declare which of the candidates they
In France | desire to have over them for the next
the Count of the isle of France finally | four years.

And the. electors gather in

He kept his [ bunches to hear ‘the candidates spout

{ and swell with importance when one of

and he had absolute power, until the 'the candidates comes around to ask
| people rose and cut off the head of a de- | the voters to send him to Ottawa.

generate ruler:

In Germany no one

The people think they rule because

|

prince became supreme over the whole  once in four years they say who shall

country.
a lot of small kings and princes. Ba-
varia, Saxony, Wurtemburg, Baden,

Consequently we have today | go to Ottawa.

As soon as the candi-
date is elected he has little to do with

his voters as he possibly can. He goes

are some of the principalities with 19 Ottawa and there he finds the real

their separate courts.
— - OO —

THE INDUSTRIAL REALM

The same circle of events are taking | road franchise with a big bonus.

place in the industrial realm.

| are based on the theory of competition.

rulers.

The lobbyist hangs around the Par-
| liament buildings and wants a charter |
| for some monopoly. He wants a rail-
He|

We | wants protection for what he or his |
have freedom of contract and our laws | employer produces.

The member is!

isafein his seat and the electors are|

In former days we had guilds of inde- | foolish folk who can_ be cajoled in an-|

| pendent workers.
peared.

These have disap- | other four years.
We have passed through the |and railroad stocks to be had cheap |

There are land deals ‘

stage of the small capitalist, and are | and there are a lot of ways of making |
i
coming into the era of the industrial | money if the lobbyist can only get what

princes. Canada is an economic terri-
tory to be exploited.

benefit of the exploitation?

one man it was recognized as a separ- | oping the country
| ate entity and the counts within that death to think how
territory would combine to keep out in- tative is doing for

south.

consistent hypocrisy and boosted prices. ,P‘""m“e duty in order that invading

Those who can; get-the protection or1
bounties, and use them for the ncqul-\

sition of great wealth at the expense of |
the public.
L em e e e 1

The remedy proposed by many is free |
trade. The free frader is almost abso- |
lutely extinct in Canada although he‘
still flourishes in Great Britain. The
average Canadian sees how the Amer- |
ican people have been laid under tribute | i
to the trusts of that nation and he fears [
that, should free trade be brought | ‘

manufacturers may be kept out.

industrial life of the country.
{ada we are rapidly approaching the |
same state. The laborer,

tribute to the large multimillionaires
who dominate our industry. And year

Who is to get the
Before | makes millions.
France came under the personal rule of | how the lobbyist or

v\admg armies from the north and |elector may get a job hauling gravel at |

the store- |
| keeper and the farmer all toil to pay |

he wants.
The lobbyist gets his charter and

his master is devel-
and is tickled to
much his represen- |

the country. The

ment is about the whole show. Thus

! the people rule once in four years and !
In America a dozen men control the |the Ottawa chartermongers get the|
In Can- | cream.

The people are easil fooled.

' |

by . year the laborer, the storekeeper,
and the farmer find it more and more

| difficult to live.

the big capitalists are filching away the |

earnings of the small people. In
France the political taxes became un-
bearable and the people rebelled. In

By unseen methods |

s and
country is being robbed by a gang of |
| rascals who really ought to be in the|
| penitentiary. This is the burden of|
the cry of the opposition members as
they look out_ from the opposition
benches at the actions of the govern-

ment

C e |

P

about, we would simply be an added | Canada the exactions of the trusts are | ment by means of its party majority.

territory to be exploited for the benefit |
of a few American multimillionaires.

own industrial captains of mdus(ry
than to pay tribute to foreign industrial
potentates.

According to the free trader, prices
would tumble under free trade and the |
consumer could buy goods very cheap- [
ly: All the illegitimate profit would
disappear from protected industries and
the old competition would revive over
the world. The free trader is trying to
apply the theories of Adam Smith to
modern  conditions. Adam Smith’s
philosphy in some respects is as unsuit-
able to modern economic conditions as
the theories set forth in Machiavelli’s
“Prince ” is to modern politics.

While we believe  that free trade will |
eventually conquer it will pot come as
long as the manufacturers are the ruling

*class in Canada nor as long as the
Canadian people fear the inroads of
more powerfull capitalists who desire to
~Capture the manufacturies of Canada in |

- order to derive profit from them to the |
detriment of Canadian commerce. {

C—. e — {
oonmrnoﬂ \
i

Competition means uuuuunh war. |
When Adam Smith wrote, the vast ag-

 Bregations of capital of the present day
‘Were undreamed of. Commerce was

s were the political organizations of
the Germanic tnbu during the days of
Juhua s

In primitive times the political or-
ization is loose and )mrymx The
is the political unit. Each local
is at war with every other local
at times.. WItMn the tribe itself
s may be-carried on hetween indi-

Itheir pockets.

| becoming hcavier and heavier.

Ask |

Now while the opposition members

| the merchant and the grain dealer how | may think that the reason of their in-
He prefers to suffer at the hands of his| | much he gets for selling grain? His | dignation is the wickedness of the

profits are infinitessimal.
ern States farmers pay three cents a

| hundred more for their bran than they

get for their wheat.
small dealer is doomed.
e —- 0 > —

THE REMEDY

The day of the

The remedy for the present condition
of affairs is the education of the elect-
ors to a sense of their duty. let the
electors awake to the fact that good
government-means Jdollars and cents in
Lat the
ecomamic subjects and let_them not be
Ted by the nose by any individual party.
Did the ordinary man know where his
interests lay he would ‘elect men who
stood for right and right dealing and
who stood for the principle of the great-
est good to the greatest number. Our
guvernmenl like all modern govern-
{ ments, is torn between its duty to stand
by the common people and the pressure

electors study

In the West- |

Fmade so called grafters would go.

government members this is 2 mistake.
The real reason is because they are not
sharing in all the fat titbits going.
Were the oppostion members in power
there would be but very little difference
Of course there would be
up and
But

for

after a time.
a great pretence of cleaning
the dismissals - would bz so much
the purpose of getting rid of the gentle-
men who took a commission as to mike
reom for the friends of the incoming
government.

This state of affairs is not perculiar
to Canadian politics. It is the rule al-
so in the United States and in France
There is an element in the Conservative
party that is fighting for righteousness,

| but were the Conservatives returned to

brought to bear by the special interests |

who can make millions by the enact-
ment of one clause in a verbose law.
“Let the electors become awakened to
their own interests. Let them look.not
to the welfare of a few rich men and
applaud when the government, whether
it be Liberal or Conservative, gives the

public territory to a group of gasping |

exploiters. Let the electors keep a
close eye on their member and if he
goes wrong let him feel the weight of
the electors’ indignation, 1f the people
do not Jook after their own interests,
their paid servants whg sit at’ the Ot-
tawa benches will assuredly not.
e — O OB

Hon. Wm. Pugley, Minister of Pub-
lic Works, has declared that he has
abolished patronage lists in his depart-
ment. . The declaration is good. Now

power it would be extremely likely that
a strong effect would be made to force
the rightthinking Conservative leaders
from their places of eminence.

| = eecem—

COMPETITION DOOMED

The day of industrial competition is
gone.
od. Cooperation will heat rnmpet'u'iun
every time. The American trusts used
this argument very effectively at the
time the great combinations of capital
and “industry were being brought
about. But the trusts did not intimate
to the American public that prices
would not be reduced. They kept that
fact to themselves. When the trusts
were made, many factories were closed
down, hundreds of employees were dis-
charged, great economies were effect-
ed, and prices were not reduced. The
gain in saved expenses went to pay div-
idends on watered stock most of which |
was held by a few big men.

Competition is a wasteful meth-

The men discharged at that tm'dodnwmderhow the deuce the inha- | humanity are closely married; let us the brothcﬂwodofmn So does ~‘
bitants used to nulk cows umd all |«

hnfotmodnbodyofunemplquvbo

The elector is lold(
lwu)vlung

|
Today in Canada we have our | three doHars per day and then he is ’malu.l

bng capitalists combining to put up a|sure the man he helped send to Parlm-l

other walks of life.

' WE FIGHT THE BATTLE OF THE PLAIN PEOPLE

1
The |

prices of goods been reduced these men| EDITORIAL ANNOUNCEMENT |
could have obtained employment in! i
But the prices of |

We have much pleasure in announ- |
goods being maintained there was no | cing that Mr. F. C. Mears has become |
money saved by purchasers upon the | | a contributor to our editorial columns.

price of goods which could have gond Mr. Mears is one of the brighest minds |-

to give work to the y As
for competitive establishments to arise |

P

affairs is unthinkable.
S —meeem—

LAW REFORM

Some of the Moatreal -papers are ad-
vocating law reform. At present the
Quebec law works an injustice against

two dollar debt and may have thirty
dollars law costs to pay.
hold for thirty vears and run with five

per cent interest.

maiy years.

The lawyers have made the laws and | ship.
the public can rest assured that the | those not already in possession of it | obsclete.

|

g the younger journalists of Mon- |
treal, and has given deep thought to |

which will give these out-of-works em- | €conomic _subjects ueﬂeq in the I‘lghl
ployment and reduce prices this state of of history and philosophy.

He will

give our readers some new view points

ion vexed questions. Among articles
" from the pen of Mr. Mears to be pub-

the poor in the collection of small ac-!
counts. A poor man may be sued for a |,

Judgements |

lished concurrently during the next few
weeks are: *“Eliot and Education,” |

‘“ Emerson and Politics,” *“ Hill andz

Reciprocity,” and *‘ Our Times.”

e ——- O

CAPITAL AND PROGRESS

F. C. MEars
Just as property is an intellectual pfo-

When the day | duction, just as riches are the result of | tion there was, strictly m no
labourer, with a family to support, once | the application of brains to circum- | science of government, Mm save
| beco nes sued and has a bill of costs to | stances, just as commerce is a game of the policy of the church, because “the

| pay he will probably be chained down !skill, just in the same degree does | institutions of that long dark period .
|and the lawyers will live off him for  wealth i

s the

upon its p

P

| responsibilities of intelligent steward-

The acquisition of capital by |

lawyers have not neglected their own  does not necessarily involve the princi-

interests.

{ the unseen world.

| dozen lawyers. Canada needs develog-

Jl.:bn.mum for the people.

that every

five thousand dollars to the country. It

C!Jl.l“'l’\‘

There is a simple remedy fo this staté | truly said, ‘“Nobody should be rich but |its prevalance is most dqionhle. If
Let a law be enacted ex- | those who undérstand i.”

S Dygi o ) St | empting from seizure salaries under five | has been wrought to humanity by the | predudeu or ‘in the least retards lh
goxemmenlLsee e it e l.h? gmm‘~hundmd dollass a year a~d property to indiscriminate disposition of wealth | growth of elasticity and the spirit of

| of affairs.

! the value of one thousand dollars.

—— - & O E———

NOTES AND COMMENTS

A Winnipeg government official says

In looking out for their own | ple of the survival of the fittest,

| interest so well, the lawyers have made | surely requires the presence and prac- ple no longer seriously think that w'
| the general public frightened of law, | tice of intelligence.

and the poor man is more afraid of the  this fact by an observation that has i
{ lawyer than he is even of the terrors of now become self-evident,

he would like to raid some of the fash-|

ionable residences of Winnipeg where | | thy are many and noble. They can im- | must stand for the views we hold ¢on- "

the ladies carry on gambling. Wigni-|
peg was the place where they arrested
all the Ministers for working on Sunday |
and who knows but that the brutal of-
ficials will break up quiet games of
bridge where the members of the fair
scx are busy fleecing each other,

* .
-

A suffrageite of Londow went unin-
vited 10 a reception given in honor of
Asquith. She the
Minister from the gayv throng and, tak-

sought out Prime
ing him gently by the hand, led him
into the middle of the room and tender-
Iy asked him when to

he was going

give votes to women. The ubiquitous
suffragetfes have taken te heart the par-
able of the unrighteous judge and the

importunale woman.

* %
-

Mr. Carnegie has written an article
that the steel trust does not
need protection, and the steel manufac-

declaring

turers are annoyed. There'is 100 much
waterin U. S. Steel stock upon which
dividends must be paid for the manu-
facturers to view with equaniniity any
curtailment of their powers to charge
the consumers high prices.

=

The Industrial Manufacturer’s Union
of Germany is now supporting the Kai-
sév against the Radical demands. The
manufacturers - prefer to “accept the
drawbacks of the Kaiser to the draw-
backs, from their point of view, of a
workingman’s socialistic regime.

- %
-

The Canadian Minister of Agriculture ' required long years to eradicate; intelli- | now-won the right of suffrage in both
is in Naples and will probably visit the | gent benefaction has proved itselfore of wmmonmhh and mm&

!

but it

Emerson illustrates

viz: ~Culti-
vated labor drives out brute labor.

In a new country like Canada, one Without discussing the justice or in- spirit of our times is competitive, yet
man is of m>re benefit than a | justice of the charges laid against cap- | there are evidences, more or less pro- &2
| nounced, of a spirit that is’ disposed, if
{ment and it is the worker not the law-  means they have adopted for the acquis- | not to incourage, at least to tolerate,
~\er who will turn the waste places into tion of their precious commodity we | individuality of thought and action and ¥
It is esti-  are constrained to accentuate the broad | sometimes, if we are (o take the de-
young Canadian fact that without brains the acquisition | clarations of extremists seriously, it is

talists in our day for the unscrupulous

| twenty-one of age and healthy is worth ' of money is impossible.

Just as intelligence is necessary for

is a disgrace to humanity and also bad ' the getting of money so is it essential ' nothing can be more injurious than the *
| for business that legal bills of costs can  that-brains be applied to the spending - belief in certain pr
practically drive five thousand dollars | and investing of money, if civilization consistency must be striven for and d‘
Iwonh of human energy out of the is to be in any degree the gainer. hered to at the sacrifice, even, of pro-

Goethe, the eminent German writer, has

More harm !

than can ever be measured; on the
| other hand, more enduring good hAs
been done, a greater impetus has been |
i ed to h progress by
wise and studied investment than the
race will ever know.
The higher opportunities of the weal- |

measurably enhance the value of life!

! for their less opulent brothers, if they iThere are no rights reserved on the

{will. President Charles W. Eliot, of |

| Harvard University, whose words xo‘

| erase,

|

| comparative -ignorance fias

the wise and the less wise time cannot |

has enumerated these large

opportunities. He says, “‘It is obvious »
that very rich men have power to render
services to the public which itis im-
possible for poor. men or men of moder-
ate means to render. They can endow
umversities, libra-
ries, hospitals, museums, gardens, and

chuiches, schools,
parks with sums large euough to give
these institution stability and continuous
usefulness. They can also come to'the
aid of private individuals who
suffered through illness, premature
death of friends, or other disasters
which justify helplessness. They can help
widows and children bereft of their
natural protectors and bread-winners.

have

They can help voung men and women
to an education which will raise for the
persons helped the whole level of their
subsequent lives."”

Just as poverty frequenty demoralizes
so do endowment and beneficgnce often
pauperize.
dom of allowing fast young men to |

suddenly the possess-
of or  fortune.
They soon run through it and furtht:
degrade themselves. The governors of
universities through unpleasant exper- |
ience have learned that the endowments
of millionaires not intimate

Men now realise the unwis-
come into

ion an.  estate

actual needs of such - institutions often
leaves the pniversity worse off than il§
formerly was. Capital in the hands of |
wrought
harm to people and institutions that has  The

Pomipeii. As he wanders around the | | the greatest auxiliaries to human pro-
nmlof that ancient city he will no gress.. The interests of capital and |

see to it that lack of lntelhgma does
nl’nﬂxdimdam

| ister lesson that- those who have:
| to form their own conclusions on high

,o((heChurch let alone express themy'
| either in words or action.
| thinking was stifled suppressed and

! bility of God. There is no stem’ and

| at the present.

 speak for themselves if they wish to

| the present American social system.

guaranteeing a h(m*ls.huming concern’s
| bonds to the tune of twenty-five thou-

. 1
with the

Loognm as a blood tehhon

-
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F. C. Mears
History teaches us thcm-ad

matters of public-interest and to casry
those conclusions into action have been
the martyrs, both in religion and in
| politics.  So tyrranous was sacerdotal
| dominion in medieval days that
dared not form individual convictions
| not in strict acc e with the s

Individual

| the cosmogony of the time was. M_
'stultified. Until the French Revolu-

hardly bore the stamp of individual
thought and action. "

But such conditions are now happily

Mr. John Morley writes. 5

““The belief that heresy is the result of

| wilful depravity is fast dying out. Peo-

ulative error is bound up with moral

quity, or that mistal is
cither the result or the cause of-lﬁl
fiving.”  Through the dominating

henled,

¥

disposed to connive at mild heresies.
To the evolution of human thought

T

that

gress. This surely is a fatal error and

e L
C 5

what is p as

1
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| tolerance in the opinions of men them
it should be thrown aside unhesitatingly
as an obsolete and, therefore dangen-
ideal.

There is no royal road to the -scrutaes

omniscient tribunal before which we
| cerning Christ and His divine mission.

publication of opinions concerning the
place of the Founder of Christianity in
the universe. There never was a time
| when it was easier for men to hold
opinions, however out of tune with the
dominant modes of thought, than it is
Up until a century ago
one was conjured to respect the beliefs
of others, but forbidden to claim the
same respect for one’s own. To-J.y
men are actually obliged to lh’ink and

avert the ignominy of being cast into
the depths of mediocrity and oblivion,
Let us see to it that we encourage the
formation of individual opinions and
thereby keep the ideals of our age clas-
tic and progressive.
meeew—
Representative Champ Clark of Mis-

soura has declared that the U. S. tar-
iff was a universal game of grab.  The
big American fortunes are based on the
system of grab and Clark by his denun-
ciati®ns is attacking the foundations of

— e & O E— 4
Richmond is to vote on a bylaw

sand dollars. It is easy for a municipal
corporation 1o put its nose into a bonus
trap but it is mighty hard for it to get

_tout again,
- & ——

The Victoria Legislative Council has
passed the bill empowering women to
vote at state elections. This bill pre-
\iously has been rejected several times.

women throughout Australia have

. %

. Rockefeller says he belongs to

hobo whom Rockefeller would n.t re-




