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Victoria, Friday, November 30.

THE GREAT BLUNDER.

City councils are ﬁhdoubtedly given 1o

blundering, more or less, and it -would |

have been strange. if the new  electrie
works had been built without some er-
rors of greater or less' importance being
‘committed.  Thé “Colonist- has given a
list of what it conceives to be blunders
in connection with the works, buf,
strangely enough, it leaves out the most
notorious and the most serious of all—
namely, the selection-of-the site. The
extra payments caused by changes in thz
plans will amount to a few hundred ‘dol-
lars, but what is' that in - comparison
with the blunder by- which some ten or
twelve thousands of. dollars were use-
lessly squandered on turret rock? The
blasting and other preparation for the
building, ‘it appears, brought the total
cost up to some $17,000 before a stick
of the building could be. laid. . _An al-
lowance of $5000 for the price of a site
and its preparation should have been
ample. It is all well ‘enough to finl
fault with small’” blunders, but what is
to be said of a critic who condemns the
little outlays and winks at the large
ones? . The ratepayers .will be apt to,
conclude that the large ‘blunders are the

most - costly, whatever the Colonist mhay |

have to say ‘on' the ‘matter. Then'if. it’
had not been for the initial blunder . in
regard to the site some of the alteratious
of which so much is now said would not
have been necessary. A :

A WARNING.

Let common ordinary pepple”beware
what they say about the condition of
this country, The man ‘.who says aught
condeémnatory of the Tory administratign
is already accursed as an “irresponsible
geribbler,” a ‘‘calamity howler who for
the most part finds it difficult to get one
dollar to rub against another.” If this
is not sufficient to crush him he will as-
suredly be knocked out when he realizes
that his utterances are “senseless jabber-
ing.” (He must be a very stupid indi-
vidual indeed who is not convinced by
this avalanche of epithets that }ge has
most wickedly transgressed and that he
would do well to refrain in future from
expressing his opinions until he is given
leave by the powers that be and their
particular friends. No poor man, or one
in the ‘“lower ranks,” has . the right to
have an opinion on public affairs, any-
way.. Such has béen ‘the ‘accepted Tory
doctrine from time immemorial, and it is
not to ‘be lightly changed even in these
degenerate days. When a man gets to
be lifted up in pocket—if not in intellect
—by showing fidelity and subserviency
to the Ottawa boodlers, then he has ac-
quired the right to say something about
the. latter—provided . always that he
speaks agreeably. We trust this view
of things will prevail, and that all poor
men, who have to live by th& sweat of
their brows, will recognize their true.po-
sition. Most audacious it is of any
such person to criticize the high and
mighty ones enthroned at ‘Ottawa—even
if he does help to pay their salaries and

make up the boodle they so industripusly:}
: “will play a Rugby game on the Caledon-

get away with. Any further failure to
observe the limits beyond - which .they
should not go will most assuredly land
these people in trouble. Pap-fed organs
are not' to be trifled with.
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Yand’s” addresses to the workingmen' oh
the labor questions in the Y. M. C."A.
rooms every Sunday afternoon should be
well atteded. Cards are being issued
by a few friends of the wcause in which
attention is being called to, the advan-
tages derived from these addresses.

John Mason, the. Viectoria crescent
sprinter, has another race on hand. 8o
far he has been victorious in. all his
matches, but it is feared he will suffer
defeat this time. The race has been
made with R. Watson, for one hundred
yards even, and the stakes are $40 a
side. The race will come off on the
Caledonian grounds on Saturday after-
noon. Watson is the favorite.

The anniversary concert and supper
Ziven at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
church last.evening proved a very en-
joyable event. The programme was well
selected and the various pieces of vocal
and instrumental music were well ren-
dered. \

Mr. Butterfield, of Windsor, Ont., the'
well known C€Canadiam poultry judge, |
will be asked to judge the exhibits at
the opultry show to be held here in Jan-
uary next.

Mr. Raper, who lately arrived from
Texada, where he has been prospecting
for some weeks past, brought down some
very fair specimens of quartz carrying
free gold. The quartz is of a TOSY,  Su-
gary nature, and the particles of gold
are plainly discernible to the naked eye,
The owners of the claims afe erecting
a fifteen foot water wheel for power pur-
poses, and they intend to put through
the process of manipulation some five to
ten tons of the ore, which will then be
sent to eastern capitalists as a sample.
If the same should average with similar
samples, previously sent, a fully equipped
mill of considerable capacity will be at
once erected. They have to carry all
supplies on their backs for some miles.
The government should see that a road
is built, as it may be the opening up of
an adjunct to Nanaimo which may be of

2 L ‘Without a road the
business of " this rich mineral locality

district. . “The -district members " have

been doing their utmost to obtain & spec-’

ial grant for the island, but so far have
received but small encouragement. 'With-

out assistance ‘a large amount of expen-

diture intended ' may not be enteted into,
and this property will be laid aside for
another . season.'.. Several parties. here
Are .awaiting the action of the govern:

ment regarding the island roads before |’

deciding on expenditures on their prop-
erties.

Nanaimo, Nov. 28—The assizes open-
ed here yesterday morning with very lit-
tle interest. The grand jury returned
true bills in the following indictments:
Regina vs. Webster and Wilson, Regina
vs..-Brown, and Regina vs. McKinnon.
The grand jury then made their present-
ment cpntaining the.request for the
new goévernment offices again and’ sever-
al other minor matters. = The first case
taken up was Regina vs. Brown, being
the police assault case. - The evidence
was similar -to that given- before the
magistrate.

Judge Crease in summing up charged
strongly for a verdict of aggravated as-
sault.. The jury were out for about
four hours and when ecalled into court
the foreman unwittingly stated there
were seven for and six against.  The
judge then told them that they would be
doing. justice if they broumght in a case
of common assault. Such was the ver-
dict returned, = Judgment deferred, bail
being refused.

. Pedestrians along Victoria ‘Crescent
were somewhat startled yesterday morn-
ing by observing a woman running along
the street clad only in her. night, dress.:
The_story guickly  leaked; out. It will
be remembered that a short while ago:
a, yonng man pamed Mat Merrit eloped
with a Mrs. Ward to Seattle, iwhere the
angry husband succeeded in . loecating
them and was administering a thrashing
to the lover when the police interfered.
Ward returned to  Nanaimo with his
wife and ere long Adonis returned and
evidently renewed his loving acquaint-
ance. All went well until Monday
Thight when the wife was again missing.
Enquiries elicited the fact that Merrit
and Mrs., Ward had engaged rooms at
the International hotel.. Mr. Ward
made his way to the room occupied by
Merrit and after giving him a seund
thrashing turned, with all intent, to give
his wife the same but she could not be
found. Ward, however, was content to
pick up her clothes and carry them
away. The proprietor of the hotel hear-
ing of the occurrence immediately turn-
ed the couple into the street. . The wo-
man made -her way home in quick time
and all is' now peaceful. ]

Chief McKinnon has resigned his po-
gsition amd the counecil are now calling
for applications for the position.

Louis Devos, charged with stabbing
Lepass on July 29th, was: acquitted by
Judge Harrison. The evidence showed
that Lepass had been too keen in inter-
fering on behalf of another man.

Nanaimo, Nov, 29.—When the assize
court opened yesterday 'the first - case
called was Regina vs. McKinnon. The
defendant eleeted to be tried without a
jury and, as Judge Crease stated, in
order that the jury may be discharged,
he would take this case last.

Hanson was next ~called upon to
stand trial for complicity in the negli-
gence of duty which cost Quail his life.

Mr. Simpson, crown prosecutor, enter-
ed a nolle prosequi in which his lordship
concurred and he was discharged.

The case against Wilson and Webster
occupied the remainder of the day and
was not completed when the court ad-
journed. .

The Caledonian Society will commem-
orate St. Andrew’s day by a ball and
supper in their rooms in the Davison
building.

The second Hornets and Cowichans

an grounds on Saturday.

~'Judge Harrison will hold a court of
revision and appeal under the assess-
ment act, on Saturday, December 22.

VANCOUVER. St

Yancouver, Nov. 27.—Pat _Caine has
been, arrested, on a charge of being the
murderer of Fie Man, the Chinese mar-
ket gardener who was shot one night
last September while driving along the
Westminster road. A boy saw Caine
in the vicinity on the night of the mur-
der, and a few days ago pointed him
out on the streets of Vancouver.  He
eluded the officers at the time, but on
Saturday night was arrested by Sergt.
Heywood. He has served a term for
highway ‘robbery and also for breaking
jail. 'The government offered a reward
of $250 and the Chinese benevolent so-
ciety a reward of $400 for the capture
of the murderer.

Seventy-five lots have been sold for
taxes in this city, the amount realized
being $644. At yesterday’s sale’ Hon.
C. E. Pooley purchased a lot on Hast-
ings street for $1650.

The council is: having a war over fin-
ances. The chairman of- the finance
committee anounced that the ecity was
$70,000 beyond the revenue received at
the end of October, this being caused by
so many property owners being unable
to pay their taxes.

Postmaster-General Caron has been
giving Vancouver an example of his ad-
ministrative wisdom. He has told the
couneil that he might see his way clear
to giver Vancouver.a free delivery in a
few months.

George M. Irving, the discretionary
pool operator whose case has attracted
wide spread attention, returned to Pitts-
burg from New York this morning.
Friends were waiting at the station; and

with_them Irwin disappeared. Reports-
are current that Irwin was placed under

arrest after his arrival and gave bail
for hearing. Tlive of the officials of ‘the
IPidelity Ruilding and Loan association
are yet behind the bars in the central
police station unable to furnish bail.
President Dingman and Superintendent
of Pittsburg Office William Henry were
released last evenming on bail.
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‘Negotiations Relate Solely to the

: Delimisation of the Af-
ghan Frontler.

‘Other Powers Jealous of the Cor-

diality Between the Lian

‘ " and the Bear.

Berlin; Nov. 27.—The emperor' has
caused Prince Hohenlohe to let Prince
Bismarck ‘know that his presence would
be very welcome te the inauguration of

5. The person carrying the message to
Varzin intimated that. the emperor had
refrained from sending a formal invita-
tion merely because he ‘was not sure
how Bismarck weuld ‘take it. If Bis-
marck should refuse the invitation, it is
said, even on the ground of his wife's
illness, the gereral opinion would be that
the emperor had been rebuffed, and this
was to be avoided. As yet no reply to
these overtures has come from Varzin.
Dispatches from St. Petersburg ridi-
cule thé report of an Anglo-Russian alli-
ance on the basis of the free passage of
the straits. mutual ‘action in the far east,
ete.  The negotiations in progress be-
tween the two government relate solely,
it is said. to a more accurate delimita-
tion of the Afghan frontier. The set-
tlement of the Pamir questions has been

| effected and the protocol has been sign- |

ed. -~ The entente covers also the suc-
cession to the throne of Afghanistan,
where Russia has pledged herself not to
interfere. - This is a praetical gain for
¥ngland, as it relieves her of the fear
. of the .Afghan pretender, who new will
be little more than a subsidized refugee.
These matters do not~concern ‘Germany,
and their settlemént causes neither sat-
isfaction or regret here. Count Schou-
valoff, Russian ambassador to Germany,
has not returned to Berlin, although the
reports- of his recall have been denied.

The: German government has the best
reason to know that the relations be-
tween Germany afid Russia are growing
more friendly thand ever. If the sudden
Anglo-Rassian ‘cordiality causes Tregret
anywhere it is in France. The German
press predicts, ‘however, that, the® cor
diality will soén‘cool, “as Russia and
Epgland are natufal enemies, with num-
erous interests :that cannot harmonize.
In Berlin everybody echoes the Koal-
nische Zeitung’st warning to Lord Rose-
bery not to alienate Germany’s regard
by extending what is called in England
the colonial gameof grab.

Baron Kidderlitt Wachter, who was
condemned to four months’ confinement
in a fortress becanse he fought a duel
with Dr. Pottsdorf of the Kladderstch,
has been releasefi from Eprembreitstein
at.the emperor’s command. He served
but two weeks. °

CONDENSED DISPATCHES.
e

News Received byt :Wire From All Parts
: .of the World.

A Rhode Island Republican sent Pres-
ident Cleveland a twenty-five pound tur-
key for his Thanksgiving dinher.

Several members of the Newburgh, N.
Y., athletic club have been arrested for
breaking up a cofdred church social by
burning cayenne pepper. k

Governor Hogg, of Texas, to-day par-
doned B. A. Krebbs and James Preston,
who served eighté‘en years for a crime
that it is believed they did not commit.

Dr. Pickin, of Kau Claire, Wiss., ac-
cused with his soq, of having hypnotized
Miss Mabel Briggs and repeatedly as-
saulting her while under their influence,
was admitted to bail to-day.

The crew of the,four-masted schooner
Anpie L. Panrdee of New Haven, con-
sisting of nine persons, which went
ashore off Saybrook reef yesterday, were
rescued to-day. {

Miss Stevenson  continues to improve

and the vice-president leaves his home
on Saturday for Washington.
. Secretary Thurber reperts still further
improvement in the. President’s health
to-day, and would not!be surprised “fo
see him :at the - White House to-moi
row.

WEW WESTMINSTER.

New Westminster, Nov. 26.—Miss Jo-
hanna Nelson, a handsome young
Swedish woman of 24 years, was
drowned at the government wharf Sun-
day night shortly after 8 o’clock while
going aboard the steamer Samson with
some other ladies, one of whom was
Watchman Larsen’s wife. In the dark-
ness Miss Nelson stepped off the gang
plank into the water and though rescu-
ed in less than ten minutes whs quite
dead when taken out. 'A verdict of ac-
cidental death was found by the cor-
oier’s jury. .

Reports from Okanagan say that
diphtheria threatens to become epidem-
ie. « It is also reported that W. L.
Thompson, merchant, of Fairview, and
his wife, are bpth dead of the disease.
Theyilost their little daughter .en days
ago and were both taken down. Two
nurses were sent up from St. Luke’s
Home, Vancouver, Miss Crickmay and
Miss Good. The latter belongs to Vic-
toria. They too caught the infection
and are seriously ill. Yesterday, in re-
sponse to a ‘telegram from the mayor of

nurses went to Vernon ‘to attend the
sick nfirses and others.

Jgdge Bole is seriously ill with influ-
enza.

New Westminster, Nov. 28.—A Van-
couver baker named Hughson was taken
into custody here to-day insane.: He is
inflicted with religious mania.

Thomas G. Mason, of Victoria, repré-
senting Gault & Co., Montreal, -had his
sainple room broken into. and robbed last
night of $300 worth of goods.

The American schooner Buelah, lumber
laden for San Francisco, was towed to
sea to-day by the steameér Comet.

Several Swedes have gone into the
conger eel fishing business on the Fraser.
They say -eels are plentiful and the en-
terprise will pay. :
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the new reichstag building on Deéember-

Vernon, Sister Frances and three more.
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JOHNSTON'S
FLUID BEEF

Wm, Harkness, F C.S., Annlytica.l ChemiSt to British Government
says: ‘It is one of the most perfect foods I have ever examined. ”

it Strengthens

N

Papers Relating to Protection From
Overflow Presented to the
liegislature.

Report of Exécutvlve Conneil and
Reply From the Dominieon
Government.

Hon. Mr. Davie yesterday presented
to the legislature papers relating to the
protection from overtiow of the I'raser
river. The first paper is a copy of the
report of the executive council referring
to the floods of last spring -and the ac-
tion taken by the government and the
board of trade. . Then follows the let-
ter from Premier Davie to Sir John
Thompson .giving. particulars of = the
damage done and what is necessary to
prevent a recurrence of the floods,. it be-
ing suggested that the two. governments
co-operate to protect the banks of the
river. In the letter the premier wrote:

“There is another matter which - has
been previously and frequently brought
to the attention of your government,
and that is the necessity of protecting
the banks of the Fraser from erosion by
the current, which in the course of years
has carried away much valuable land;.
and which even threatens during some
extraordinary freshet to entirely divert
the course of the Fraser by providing a
new outlet. I feel the necessity of urg-
ing most strongly that your government
should begin at once a - comprehensive
survey of the Fraser, with a view to
permanent protection of the banks.

“There is stilll &nother matter to
which I would beg to direct your at-
tention. I refer to the establishment of

| meteorological stations at convenient

points in' the interior, from which condi-
-tions ‘such as haveé produced the present
disaster could be observed in time to
give the government and the people in-
formation in advance. Approximately,
by this means it would be possible each
vear to foretell the volume of water that
might be expected in the Fraser a week
or two ahead, and in case of an inunda-
tion such as we have had, and which
came entirely without warning, prepara-
tions could be made whereby much of
the loss suffered would be avoided. This
is a matfer which might be mutually ar-
ranged.

the provincial government agents or
other officials could act as agents of the
meteorological service, and apart alto-
gether from the purpose to which I
now refer, their reports would be useful
in a variety of ways and very valuable.”

Sir John Thompson acknowledged the
letter and promised to lay the matter
before his colleagues.

There are a number of extracts from
the press, including letters, editorials
and reports of meetings.

The executive committee after dealing
with the cause of the flood, hamely, the
heavy snow fall and.sudden adyent of

: oy

Wanptvéat‘her, ,V.OI).S?!;YQ‘;FW RUR {5051 SEEHLE
"It Has been’ suggested.as,an engineer-
ing” possibility to regnlate the down flow
of water by constructing, at points de-
termined to be most suitable, immense
mountain reservoirs to be emptied as
safety dictates, thus avoiding the sud-
den rush of waters into she main chan-
nel. - To this has been added the sug-
gestion of. the utilization of these moun-
tain reservoirs at other seasoms for the
economic purposes of preducing motive
power for the generation of electricity
for mining uses and for irrigation.

“The committee remark that what
seems tQ be necessary in the first in.
stance is the appointment of engineers
of good standing and experience in such
work to make a complete and thorough
examination of the basin of the Fraser
river, taking levels, ascertaining areas
of available lands to be benefitted and
protected, making rough estimates of
cost, acquiring meteorological informa-
tion, and generally obtaining all physical
and other data necessary upon which to
found conclusions; and in the secomnd in-
stance to refér the notes, maps, and all
data colleeted and compiled by these
commissioners to some eminent engineer
especially an authority upon works of
such character for report.

“The committee therefore recommend
that the Dominion government be invit-
ed to join in the appointment of a com-
mission to examine, ascertain, and re-
port upon the following particulars:—

The minister of public works of Can-
ada concurred in the opinion expressed
by the provincial government, and re-
commends:

1. The area of country necessary to be
protected or that would be affectéd in any
way by floods, and the length of dyking
to be carried out in each locality; and
also the extent of country in which ir-
rigation would be possible by means of
mountain reservoirs; and further, to as-
certain the facilities for and the prac-
ticability of this means of protection and
irrigation.

2. All physical data available regarding
the various localities immediately “con-

FRASER RIVER FLODS. |

cerned, or having a bearing generally ou
all matters conected with dyking an(
irrigation .im the Fraser, Thompson, an|
other river basing where improvements
are-desirable to be carried out.

3. Partieulars of snow -and rainfalls,
ranges of temperature, maximum an(|
minimum, -available throughout eacl
drainage basin, and particularly of the
opper portions of the same, ‘or on any
other localities that may have a bearing
omn the improvements under consider:-
tion; and generally all meteorological da-
ta available having relation to the rising
and falling of the Fraser, and more par-
ticulardy relating to the freshet of 1891

4. Highest known floed levels, rate of

1 rising of waters. and duration of maxi-

mum flood level, so far as available,
along the main streams and principal
tributaries of the Fraser. \

5. Notes on the physical character of
the lands affected, and present values,
ete.

6. An approximate estimate of carrying
out the:. work as a whole.

7. Miaps and plans neeesarry to fully
:gow the mechanieal operations involv-

8. And, generally, all data of what-
soever nature and from whatsoever
source- that may be required for thor-
oughly comprehending the nature of the
undertaking. ] .

T!xe committee also recommend urging
upon the Dominion: gowernment the great
desirability of carrying out the sugges-
tion contained in Mr. Davie's letter to
Sir John Thompson: in regard to the es-
tablisment of meteorological stations
throughout the interior of British Co-
lumbia. .

The minister of public works of Can-
ada concurred in the opinion expressed
by the provineciali government and reeom-
mends:

“That the government of Canada do
send one or more engineers of the de-
partment of public: works to .act in eon-
‘junétion with' any offieers of the British
Columbia government in making the pro-
posed investigation, and, further, that
the Dominion' government do defray ome-
half of the cost of the operations of the
said commission, the total expense not

]to exceed the sum of fifty thousand dol-
ars.” :

A passenger train on the Valley divis-

With instruments supplied, ;

i giish: nowelists, it wil

ion of the N. Y. N. H. and Hartford
road while entering Hartford struck a
freight engine of the N. Y. and N. E.
at a grade crossing near Pleasant street
this morning. Engineer H. .J. Lewis of
of the New' England engine was terribly
mangled and injured. The bedy was
extricated an hour later. The passen—
i;er train was: derailed, but no ome was
hurt.

Harper's Magazine
p 1agazin
; IN 1895.

The Simpletons, a new novel by Thomas
Hardy, will be begun. in the December num-
ber, 1894, and continued to November, 1895,
Whoever may be one’; favorite among En-
‘P onceded by all
eritios that Thomas Tara¥ Ftands foremost
as a master artist im!fetion; and the Simp-
letons: may he expected: #4™ arouse enthus-
iasm ‘mot inferior in degree to that which
has  marked Trilby—the most successful
story of the year. Another leading feature
will be the Persomal Recollections of Joan
of Arc, by the Sieur Louis de Conte, her
page and secretary, under which guise the
most popular of living American magazine
writers. will' present the story of the Maid
of Orleans. Ingthe January number will ap-
pear a profu illustrated paper on Char-
leston” and the Carolinas, the first of a
serles of southern papers.

Northern Africa is attracting more atten-
tion than at any other time since it was the
seat of empires. The next volume of HAR-
PER’'S; MAGAZINE will contain four ilius-
trated articles on this region, and three of
them will depict the present life there, Jul-
lan Ralph will prepare for the MAGAZINE
a series of eight stories, depieting typical
phases of Chinese Life and Manners. Be-
sides the long stories, there will begin in
the January number the first chapters of A
Three-Part Novelette, by Richard Harding
Davis—the longest work ¥Yet attempted by
tt‘nis ‘writer. Complete short stories by pop-
u.ar writers will continue to be a feature of
the MAGAZINE.

Sead for 1lllustrated Prospectus.

The Volumes of the MAGAZINE begin
with the numbers for June and December
of each year. When no time is mentioned,
subscriptions will begin with. the number
current at the time of ‘receipt of order.
Cloth cases, for bindng; ‘50 cents each—by

malil, postpaid. Title-page .&and Index sent
on application. !

Remittances should be made by Pastoffice

’i\Ioney Order or Draft, to avoid chance of
oss.

Newspapers are not to copy this advertise-
ment without the express order of Harper
& Brothers.

HARPER’'S PERIODICALS.
Harper’s Magazine, one year, $4.00
Harper's Weekly, — “ 4.00
Harper’s Bazaar, — L 4.00
Harper’s Young People *¢ 4.00

Postage free to all subscribers in the
United States, Canada, and Mexico.

Address
HARPER BKOTHERS,
P, 0. Box 959, N, Y, City.
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