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- Total Loss

Of Patriotic Potatoes

overnment Made

on Surplus

Rev. J. B. Daggett/ Former Secretary of Agri-
culture, Tells How They Covered up Loss of!
$32,861—Amount Was to be Made Good by !
the Party—Story of Actual Payment Yet to

be Told

N i
An epoarently frank revelation of ati A—“Yes. I questioned Mr. Clements |

Jeast a Do-son of the inside facts re-|
lating to the patriotic potato transac-
tions of the former provincial govern-
ment was made by Rev. J. B. Daggett,
then secretary for agriculture, before
Commissioner McQueen at the after-
noon session of the inquiry yesterday.
Mr. Daggett explained that the gov-!
ernment sustained a total loss on the |
shipments of the surplus of upwards
of 16,000 barrels which were sent to
Cuba. When he informed Hon. J. A.
Murray and the late Premier Clarke,

and he assurred me the rest of them were
sound.” -

Q—"Clements and A. C. Smith & Co.
were acting as agents for the govern-
meng you said?”

A.—“Yes, for the government.”

Q.—“You submitted details of the
transactions to the finance department?”

A.—“Not the details, just the final
statement.”

Q—“Did another shipment go for-
ward ?”’ :

A —“Yes, by rail to Boston.”

Q—“And you got returns for these?”

2Cakes CuticuraSoap
and3Bo_x_t_a§_0_intment

Heal Two Weeks Old Baby
Of Skin Trouble.

==

! when she was healed.”

#\A7hen about two weeks old my
baby turned blue, and in a couple of
days broke out in a rash.
Then she turned sore
around her ears and on
the top of her head, and
on her arms and legs.
The skin was red and she
scratched till she made it
d bleed. Shecouldnot sleep,

o] wrote for a free sample of Cuti-
cura Soap and Ointment. It was a

eat relief, so I bought more, and I
used two cakes of Cuticura Soap and
three boxes of Cuticura Ointment
(Signed)
Mrs. Alfred Ryan, 167A St. Martin
St., Montreal, Que., August 10, 1917,

For every purpose of the toilet Cuti-
| cura Soap and Ointment are supreme.
‘ For Free Sample Each by Mail ad-
dress post-card: ‘‘Cuticura, Dept. A.
Boston, U. S. A.** Sold everywhere.

' appeared in the returns made by Clem-
| ents to the department of the number of

| barrels shipped.

; Who Paid the Charges?

{ Q—“And you paid brokerage charges

i
' The Inside Facts.

1

] .
| A—“I would like to answer that i
When the transaction

| my own way.
laid it before the min

| was closed up, I

| and also the premier, Hon. Mr. Clarike,
! with whom I had several conversations.

| Mr. Clarke’s first idea was to show the},
but later on, when I saw him onp
'the train, he called me over and said |

. loss,

| that he had thought it over and had
changed him mind. He said he was
!sorry that the loss had occurred, as
i some people might not understand it and
{ might say that the money had been
| stolen. He said ‘I think we
| make it up.”

i Q—*“Who should make it up?”’
A—“I took it that he meant the
iparty. 1 told the premier that if that
| was +done, as 1 felt partly responsible,
|1 would be glad to contribute. He
la.sked me if I thought that arrange-
! ments could be made to finance the
{ amount and I said I thought it could
!be doane. 1 told Hon. Mr. Murray
! about this conversation and later 1 saw
H. C. Smith. of A. C. Smith & Co. I
i do’t remember who made the sugges-
| tion first, but he gave me the note and
11 took it to the finance ;}epurtment."‘

| Q—“Do you remember ‘the date?”

I A—“No, I mude ‘no special memor-
i andum of it.
| note and I handed it to the deputy pro-
viacial treasurer. I told him the facts;

lister of agriculture, Hon. Mr. Murray, |

should |{;

Mr. Smith gave me the;

TO REM

AIN YOUNG

NATIONAL DRUG & CHEMICAL CO. OF CANADA LIMITED,

PURGATIVE WATER
A mild but sure saline purgative which softens the contents of the intestines
and facilitates their expulsion without causing colic, cramps or discomfort.
On Sale everywhere: 25 cents the bottle.

flush the bowels regularly with

| ' g 5

st. Jon, N. B.,  Distributors for the Maritime Provincss

A—“Mr. Scott explained that he got
them at less than a dollar and charged
us less; he only took his ten cents com-
mission.”

Q.—“Here is a lot of 230 barrels from
A. C. Smith & Co., at eighty cents.”

A.—“That may have been some they
had on hand.”

Q—“The government paid eighty
cents but when they settled up the loss
it was at $1.30.”

A.—“Yes.”

' Hon. M, Murray Knew.

Q—“When you made up this account
you took it to Hon. Mr. Murray and
! showed it to him?”

that it was a loss and that it was being“' A—*Yes”

i made up. Some months later the deputy
provincial treasurer handed the note
back to me and said it was paid. I
| handed it back to Mr. Smith.™

'And Wtho Paid the Note?
Q—“Do you

1 Q.—*“When you got the note, you took

it to Mr. Murray ?”
A.—“It would be a natural thing to
do; I suppose I did.”
Q.—“He knew all about it?”
A—“Yes.”
Q.—“And Premier Clarke did?”
A.—“Yes.”

prisoners have been taken and the
aggregate now greatly exceds the
25,300 officiz!ly -reported.

The Germans, even though the
weather conditions prelude infantry
activity, are fearful that the Ameri-
cans anticipate a further attack is
indicated by the almost continuous
bombardment of the AmericAn posi-
tions with heavy guns along the
Lorraine front.

Ladies! Salute Him!

Discovers drug that loosens
sore, touchy corns so
they lift out

¢

the latter advised that it would not look| the number of barrels shipped?” know who, paid the

A —“No, the returns came to A. C.}°m | note?”

7

well to have the loss made public as!
some people might think the money had |
been stolen. e advised that the party!
should make it up and that the amount |
be financed mca'nwhile. Arrangements
for the note were made accordingly. Mr.
Daggett could not swear who paid the
note. 1

When the court resumed in the after-
noon, Mr. Daggeit asked to have part
of his mornig evidence read over to him
before proceeding; this was done.

Continuing with the examination, Mr.
Hughes asked how many barrels of pota-
toes were shipped in owing to the mis-
take by which Mr. Daggett had ex-
plained part of the surplus. Witness
thought it would be seven to ten car-
loads. Decayed, small, hacked or other-
wise unmerchantable potatoes were turn-
ed over to A. C. Smith & Co. to be sold.
There was no local market for them.

By the time they undertook to sell the
surplus merchantable potatoes they had
depreciated, turned dark and a certain
amount of dry rot had set in. Witness
went to Cuba, early in January, he
thought, to see what prospects there were
there for the scle of the surplus. He
saw J. C. Manzer, the Canadian trade
agent, and others. He was there seven
or eight days.

. Q—“While you were down there did
,you make any sales?”

A.—*“We shipped some as a result of
my visit and I don’t remember whether
this was a direct sale or an consign-
ment to J. C. Manzer.”

Q—*“Did Clements sell some?”

A.—“Yes, after I came back.”

Q—“Did A. C. Smith & Co. sell any?”

A.—“Not that I know of.”

Q—“Were you in St. John while the
potatoes were beingsloaded for Cuba?”

Some Bad Potatoes.

A.—“Yes, I was there while they were
being loaded into the schooner Irma
Bentley. I was called,-to the .ship Dby
Mr, Elkin through whom we chartered
the vessel, on account of barrels in poor
order. There=were Wj berrels of
culls; they wef@ ro #1 told Mr.
Clements, our ifispectd¥ for' the* cargo,—
the man who s them—and -asked for

~an explanation. He was surprised, and
after tracing it out, found that they had
been barrelled by mistake.”

Q—“It was just by good fortune

these few bad barrels were discovered ?”

Smith &Co. I have a vague memory |
that a small remittance came to me by |
mistake and I turned it over to A. C.,
Smith & Co., according to the arange-|
ment that they were to collect all re-
mittances, pay all bills and send a final
statement to the department. Theyf
sent all the details.” !

Details Wer Scarce.,

Q—“Was there any more details of |

the receipts than this account, which 1
showed you this morning?”

A.—-"I don’t remember any other,
there may have been.”

Q.—"Do you remember anything about
a schooner Mineola?”

A. (After some hesitation)—“Oh, yes,
the Mineola; that was another matter;
a private transaction.”

Q—“Whose?”

A.—“B. Frank Smith’s.”

Q—“Did you have anything to
with it?”

—“Yes.”

Q.—“But there was only one vessel
with government potatoes?”

A.—*“So far as I can remember;
don’t think there was any other.”

Witness, after examining a file of doc-

but

do

I

| uments handed to him by Mr. Hughes,

said he recollected that two vessels were
sent to Cuba, and his remarks about the
Mineola were incorrect. He could not
recall the Mineola at all clearly.

Q.—“Nothing came out of the ship-
ments to Cuba?”

A.—“I think I was informed by Mr.
Smith that there were some returns, but
they did not amount to much.”

Q.—“How many barrels did Mr. Clem-
ents’ returns show as shipped to Cuba?”

The statement was put in evidence,
the witness explaining that Mr. Clem-
ents did business under the name of the
New Brunswick Brokerage Co. This, he
said, showed the shipments.

Mr. Hughes asked about 100 barrels

shipped by the Chaleur on January 16, '

1915. Witness knew nothing of it, -not
of other similar shipments., The totals
shown were 9,509 barrels and 3,283 sacks.
Witness did not know, whether the sacks
were uniform. It wasrreported to wit-
ness by A. C. Smith & Co., that the

returns from Cuba were not sufficient to'
i

pay the expenses.

Witnessisaid that he believed that the
shipment by one of the vessels included
a shipment by W. W. Boyce, and this

WKEN your constitution is undermi
Netvor. or Run-down—then it

Wincarnis is—
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A —“Yes.”

Q—“On the barrels shipped by Mr.
Boyce?”

A.—“The amount is about half of that
charged on the other vessel and I take
it that the balance of the shipping
charges were paid by Mr. Boyce. We
did not have enough potatoes to fill the
' ship and were glad to have Mr. Boyce
| help to fill it up.”

Q—“Did you get any return
{Cuba for any of the shipments?”
! _ A—*“I don’t know anything about it;
| about any of the individual shipments.

from

| I do not remember any of the details.” |

No Returns.

| Q—“But you understand that there
| were practically no returns?”
|  A-“That is my understanding, but

Colby Smith is the only one who can
i answer that.” i
| A statement produced by Mr. Hughes
was identified by the witness as the
| finai return prepared by himself, Mr.
| Clement and Mr. Smith, and it was of-
| fered in evidence. It was not dated and
| witness could not say on what date it
! was prepared. There were some pencil
markings on the statement of which wit-
ness had no knowledge.

In reply to Mr. Taylor, witness said
he could not swear that it was the docu-
ment he had helped to make up. The
statement had been made up by him-
self, and Mr. Morton of the department,
according to their records nd submit-
ted to Mr. Smith. It showed the ship-
ments made and the contract prices,
thus showing the amount the department
should have received if all the pur-
chasers had paid up.

Mr. Taylor objected to the document
being received unless proved by Mr.
Smith. !

The commissinoner accepted the docu-
i ment, subject to protest.

“This is a different tribunal from a
court; the ordinary rules of evidence do
not obtain,” said Mr. Taylor, with some
heat.

Witness sald the document had been
prepared from records on file, for sub-
mision to the auditor-general. It was
made up during the summer or fall of
1915; he would not say just when.

Referring to 4,909 barrels shipped to

R. G. Waite in Caribean, Cuba, credited
at $2.30 a barrel, or $11,290.70, witness
said this was the shipment by the Irma
! Bently, from which there was practically
{no return.
j Another shipment of 3,075 barrels to
ia firm in Santiago was credited at
. $2.10 a barrel, or $6,457.50. Witness said
! this did not include Mr. Boyce’s ship-
ment. Witness repeated that this state-
ment was made up to show not what
was received but whut should have been
received. He had explained this to the
deputy receiver-general.

The statement showed a total of $32,-
861.89. This included $2,447.55 to be
paid by B. F. Smith. Witness had
shown this statement to his chief, Hon.
Mr. Murray, and explained to him what
it represented.

The Settlement.

Q.—“This $32,861.39 | was the amount
the government should have received?
Was it handed over by A. C. Smith &
Co.?”

A.—“Not that I know of. There
were some things 1 did not know.”

Q.—“Did they hand over anything?”

A —“Yes.”

Q.—“What?”

. A—“They gave a note for the
amount due, after deducting the actual
loss.”

Q—“It seems to have been a total
loss.”

A.—*“I should not be surprised if it
was.”

Q.—*“Smith was your agent?”

! A.—“The department’s agent.”

i Q—“They were not to blame for the
\ loss?”

. A—“No.

'} Q.—“Then why did they give a aote
for this amount?”

t
i

A—“T heard, but I do not know.”

Q—“Did you contribute?”

A.—“I was not asked to.”

Q.—“So far as you know, A. C. Smith
& Co. made no returns for the ship-
ments to Cuba?”

A. “So far ag I know. They said
the returns were eaten up by the costs.”

Q—*“At the following session of the
legislature, you appeared before the!
public accounts committee and you
made no such statement as tifis?”

A~—*“They never asked me.”

Q.—“The statement given to the pub-
I lic was not the correct one?”

A.—“It was corect, except the details.
;I noticed a statement. in the papers by
I J. C. Manzer saying that neither he nor
| the others received any potatoes. I can
 show the record of contracts with thgse
!'men at the prices mentioned. I went'to
| Cuba, at no expense to the government,
| to investigate and I found out all about
|it. The bill of lading was delayed and
{ the shipment, which was to order of the
bank, could not be released. The pota-
i toes lay in the blazing sun until they
| were ruined. They were thrown on the
| dump.”

i Q.—“About the rate; was it paid by
¢ A. C. Smith &Co.?”

| A—*Not that I know of, but I do not
( know if they did or not.”

| Q—"If they had paid it they would
{ have got the note wouldn’t they?”

! A—“I don’t know.”

| Q—“There is récord of a sale to A.
| C. Smith & Co. at $1.80 a barrel. Was
that sale made?”

A.—“That was made up, on Hon. Mr.

|

Q—“And the other members of the
administration?”

A.—“I did not mention it
others.”

Q—“Did you have anything to
with renewing the note?”

A—*“I did dot recollect that it was
renewed.”

Q—“You knew about the provincial
books being kept open until this settle-
ment was made?”

A~—“Yes, I heard about it; I don’t
know.” .

/- Q—“They were kept open until this
note was received?”’

A.—“Yes.”

At the time for adjournment Mr.
Daggett explained that he was anxious
to return to Fredericton and asked if his
examination could be resumed at some
other time. Mr. Hughes assented and
promised to have other witnesses on
hand when the court resumes at 10.80
o’clock this morning.

War Summary

New York. Sept. 24—The Asso-
ciated Press, tonight, issued the fol-
lowing:

In both Macedonia and Palestine
the Entente Allied forces are giving
the already badly beaten Bulgarians,
Germans and Turks no rest, while
in France the British and French are
continuing to draw their net more
closely about St. Quentin and the re-
maining elements of the Hindenburg

to any

do

| Clarke’s advice, to show the actual loss
i sustained.” :
| Mr., Smith’s Arrangement,
i  Q—“How about the amount of $2,-
447.55 credited as paid by B. F. Smith?”
A.—“We had an arrangement that he
would draw for the full amount of each
car he shipped. The department paid
for the barrels aéfépted and 1 gave my
personal check for*the balance, so that
the draft would not be returned. 'Mr.
Smith would send me his check to’
cover. When I was away, there was no
one to do this and when I came back
this amount was due the department. I
saw Mr. S.@ith about it. It was included

{ine in this immediate region.

In Macedonia the situation ot the
Bulgarians and Germans daily grows
more critical as the Allied forces
steadily maintain their ptressure
against them, In Turkey the latest
operations of the British and-Arab
tribesmen friendly to the Allied
cause seemingly forecast the com-
plete destruction or capture of the
Ottoman troops in Palestine on both
sides of the River Jordan,

St. Quentin, through the latest ad-
vices of the British and French, is
all but enveloped and to the north
the strong enemy line protecumg
Cambrai has been further encroached

in the amount of the note and I do not
| know whether Mr. Smith paid it or not.” |

Another statement was produced by‘i
counsel and witness identified it as one
which he believed Mr. Morton of the
department had prepared. He believcd.
it was the one handed to the finance de-|
partment, showing the shipments made |
by B. F. Smith, -

The statement was accepted in evi-
dence.

At this point M‘r Taylor asked that a
copy of the commission and a list of
| witnesses to be called be furnished him.
| Mr. Hughes promised to see what he
could do about the commission, but never
had heard of such a thing as furnishing
a list of witnesses at the beginning of an
inquiry.

Resuming, Mr. Hughes returned to the
matter of several cars held up by Slipp,
the inspector, and witness repeated his
{ explanation. Mr. Hughes mentioned
i that the letter from A. C. Smith & Co.,
| referred to them as rejected. Witness

said this was in errar; they were only
held up.

. It was pointed out that one car was
billed at 210 barrels and racked out at
 unusual. They seemed to have been
i tambled in any way. Another car billed
at 278 turned out 258; another of 271
contained only 259.

What the Farmers Got.

| Q—“The instructions you gave your
| agents were to pay $1 a barrel to the
' farmers ?”

A—"“Yes.”

Q.—“Was it paid?”

A.—“So far as I know.”
| A.—“Were there any exceptions ?”
I A~—*I cannot say.”
I Q—"We have here a lot charged at
I ninety-five cents.”

|
|
|

upon by Field Marshal Haig’s men.

In Palestine the British on the
coast have taken the important towns
of Haifa and Acre, while east of the
Jordan the Turks are everywhere
in retreat, hard pressed by the Brit-
ish and the tribesmen of the King
of the Hedjas.

Inside the big sack, the neck of
which was sewen up by the British
in, their initial drive, many more

A noted Cincinnati chemist discov-
ered a new ether compound and called
it freezone and litile quarter ounce bot-
tles can now be obtained from any drug
store for a few cents.

You simply appiy several drops of
freezone upon a tender corn or painful
-+llus and instantly the soreness dis-
ppears, then shortly you will find the
corn or callus so loose that you can
fust lift it off with the fingers.

No pain, not a bit of soreness, either
when applying freezone or afterwards
and it doesn’t even irritate the skin.

Hard corns, soft corns or corns be-
tween the toes, also toughened calluses
just shrivel up and lift off so easy. It
is wonderful! Seems magical. It works
like a charm. Millions of women will
hereafter keep a little bottle of the
wonderful freezone handy and never let
a corn ache twice.

Huge Task Is Faced
By The United States

Washington, Sept. 25—In outlining the |
food conservation programme which the|
people of the United States must adopt|
in order to send an American Army ot |
8,500,00 or more fighting men to France |
by next summer, Food Administrator |
Hoover said it would be necessary to|
ship abroad for the American armies
and the allied and neutral nations 17,-
550,000 tons of meats, fats, breadstuffs,
sugar and feed grains in the year ending}
July 1, 1919, .

This huge total represents 5,780,000 |
tons more than was shipped in the year |
ended July 1, 1918. The magnitude of |
the task is further emphasized by the |
fact that this surplus alone is 197,000 |
tons greater than the entire annual ship-
ments based upon the average for the |
three years before the war. |

Mr. Hoover points out that the huge.
shipments must be mgde in order to re- |
lease hundreds of thousands of tons of |
allied shipping, now engaged in carrying
foodstuffs from South America, Aus-|
tralia and other countries at a great dis-|
tance from the allied nations, and make |
them, available for carrying American |
troops and munitions to France.

He will, therefore, ask the people of
the United States to accept the same
food conditions as those which must be |
met in Europe. With such a pro-|
gramme in operation, he believes, the|
food supplies for all needs in all the al-|
lied countries, including the foodstuffs
for the American overseas force, can be!
supplied without again resorting to,
wheatless and meatless days.
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LADIES SUITS,
COATS AND
DRESSES

ALSO
GIRLS’ COATS AND
DRESSES

All the latest and most up-
to-date styles at prices to suit
all shoppers, and for balance
of September, which will be our
opening days, we are going to
give a special 10 per cent. dis-
count of all our clothing for
month-end. This will allow the
early shoppers to have first
choice at special cut prices.

If you don’t want your coat
or suit just now, you have the
privilege of paying a small de-
posit on it and we will keep it
till called for. !

o

LADIES’ COATS
From $15.00 to $60.00
Less 10 per cent. for Mouth-Endi

LADIES’ SUITS
From $20.00 to $50.00
Less 10 per cent, for Month-End
\

SILK AND SERGE DRESSES
From $12.00 to $33.00
Less 10 per cent. for Month-End

LADIES’ RAINCOATS
Trrom $5.50 to $20.00
Less 10 per cent. for Month-End

GIRLS’ SERGE DRESSES

To Fit Ages from 6 to I Years
From $7.50 to $15.00
Less 10 per cent. for Month-End

GIRLS’ COATS
At Special Prices for Month-
End

LADIES’ SHIRTWAISTS

i All our new Fall lines have

! just arrived, and I am sure we

have some of the prettiest
Waists in town at

; Prices from $1.50 to SOR0

. Less 10 per cent. for Month-End

i It Pays to Shop at
|

WILCOX'S

CHARLOTTE ST.
COR. UNION

L J




