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may neverthelefs be cured, when thofe who have it are
convinced of its bad eff-&s on their felicity. I hope
this little admonition m:y be of fervice 10 them—and
put them on changing a habit, which, tho’ in the exer-
cife it ischiefly an a& of imagination, yet has ferions
confequences in life, as it drings on real griefs and mif-
fortunes. For as many are offended by, and nobody
loves, this fort of people, no one (hows them more than
the moft common civility and refpe&,and [carcely that ;
and this frequently puts them out of humor, and "draws
them into difputes and contentions. If they aim at ob-
taining fome advantage in rank or fortune, nobady
wifhes them fuccefs, or will (tir aftep or [peak a word
to favonr their pretenfions. 1f they incur public cen-
fure or difgrace, no one will defend or excufe, and may
join to aggravate their milcondu®, and render them
completely odious. If thefe people will not change
this bad habit, and condsfcend to be pleafed with what
is pleafing, without fretting themfelves and others about
the contraries, it is good for others to avoid an acquain-
tance with them, which is always difagreeable, and
fometimes very inconvenient, efpecially when one finds
himfelf entangled in their quarrels,

An old philofophical friend of mine, was grown,from
experience, very cautious in this particular, and care-
fully avoided any intimacy with fuch people. He had,
like other philofophers, a thermometer to (hew him the
heat of the weather, and a Sarometer 10 mark when it
was likely to prove good or bad ; but there being no
1nltrument invented to difcover, at firit fight, this un-
pleafing difpofition in a perfon, he, for that purpole,
made ufe of his legs, one of which was remarkably
handfome, the other, by fome accident, crooked and de-
formed. If a ftranger, at the firlt interview, regarded
his ugly leg more than his handfome one, he doubied
him : Ifhe fp ke of it and twok no noice of the hani.
fome leg, that was fufficicnt to detcrmine my philolopha
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