
may nevcrthelefs be cured, when tlmfc who have it are 
convinced of its bad cEâ« on their felicity. I hope
this little admonition m y be of fervicc to them_and
put them on changing a habit, which, tho’ in the exer- 
cile tt is chiefly an aft of imagination, yet has ferions 
cenfequences in life, as it brings on real griefs and mif- 
forttmes. For as many are offended by, and nobody 
loves, this fort of people, no one lhows them more than 
the moll common civility and refpedl.and fcarcely that : 
and this frequently puts them out of humor, and 'draws 
them into difputvs and contentions. If they aim at ob- 
tainmg Urns advantage in rank or fortune, nnbady 
wirtics them fuccefs, or will Itir a ftep or feeak word 
to favour their pretenfions. If they incur public cen­
tre or d.fgrace, no one will defend or excufe, and may 
jom to aggravate their mifconduA, and render then
1C.°.mP!cl,ÿk?d,0US- If ‘hefe people will not change 
this bad habit, and condcfcend to be pleafed with what 
» pleating, without fretting ihemfelves and others about 
the contraries, it is good for others to avoid an acquain­
tance with them, which is always difagreeablc, and 
lomenmes very inconvenient, efpecially when 
hiaifelf entangled in their quarrels.

An old philofophical friend of mine, was grown,from 
experience, very cautious in this particular, and care­
fully avoided any intimacy with fuch people. He had, 
like other philofophers, a thermometer to lhew him the 
neat of the weather, and a barometer to mark when it 
was likely to prove good or bad ; but there being no 
mftrument invented 10 difeover, at firfl fight, this un- 
pleafjng difpofiuon in a perfon, he, for that purpofe, 
made ule of his legs, one of which was remarkably 
handfome, the other, by fome accident, crooked and de­
formed. If a (hanger, at the fir interview, regarded 
ms ugly leg more than his hand >me one, he doubted 
, . e of it and took no notice of the hand-
lerne leg, that was fufficicnt to determine my piiibfvph-
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