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ÏSPELER MUNmONS PLANT IS BURNED
STRIAN PLACED UNDER ARREST IN CONNECTION WTIH FIRE
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T HESPELER MUNITION PLANT

BURNED BY INCENDIARY
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Fire Broke Out in Shell Factory Few Minutes After 
Employes Left and John Schmidt, an Austrian, 

* is Arrested.
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there Yn connection with a recruiting 
campaign, and the meeting had just 
opened at the city hall a few min­
utes before the alarm was given. The 
firemen were quickly on the scene and 
succeeded in confining the flames to

m' By a Staff Reporter.
HBSPELER, Ont., Feb. 5.—Fire, toe- 

lioved to be of an incendiary origin, 
broke out in the munitions dctpantmen 
of the E- B. Jflirdine & Co.'s tool and 
shell plant at 12.30 today, and com­
pletely destroyed the shell department 
before it was extinguished.

John Schmidt, an Austrian, who has 
been a r minent of the town at dif­
ferent times during the last few years, 

arrested at the flro toy Chief Wil- 
| son. and :s being held pending on in- 
i veettgaition. The Chief states that he 
I has had the Austrian under observa- 
' tion for some time, tout that so far as 

he knows now he was not in the plant- 
He had n xt been working tliere.

The last man left the plant at 12.80 
except the watchman, who was in an­
other part of the building eating his 

when the fire broke out. There 
celebration In town and a de-

m-i m
Fatalities So Far as at Present 

Known Remain at 
Seven

,

VI,
:

the shell department, the other por­
tions of the building being untouched.

There was nothing of an inflam­
mable nature In the shell department 
which would be liable to cause a fire 
thru spontaneous combustion and the 
only explanation that the management 
is able to give is that it must have 
been started by an alien enemy.

The part of the works in which the 
fire broke out was recently fitted up 
with $35,000 worth of machinery for 
the manufacture of shells, and this is 
a total loss. The entire loss Is esti­
mated at 370,000.

last body found

That of J. B. R. Laplante Dis­
covered Saturday Morning in 

Deputy Speaker’s Rooms
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, OTTAWA. Ont., Feb. 5. — The 
bodies of Mesdames Morin and Bray 
were taken to Quebec to the be-

to the
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Aek For Militia.

OTTAWA, Ont., Feb. 6.—The militia 
department has been notified of a fire 
in the Jardine Munition Plant at Hee- 
peler, and asked for permission to call 
out the miB.la to guard the plant.
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reeved husbands, who came 
city Immediately on receipt Of news 

jÉ of the tragedy which brought • the 
‘W home party of Madame Bevtgny to 

an abrupt and tragic termination.
. While there Is a possibility that 

there may be yet * others who lost 
their Uvea In the conflagration, the 
lilt of known dead romaine at seven. 
Them are: Mesdames 
Bray of Quebec, whose bodies were 

eve red during the time * the fire 
mod; the two Desjardins, uncle 
1 nephew ; B. B. Law. M.P., and 
B, R. Laplante and Randolph W. 
iming, a poetoffice employe, 
he body of J. B. R- Laplante, as­
lant clerk of the common* was

lunch 
iras a
tachment of visiting soldiers were

:
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FIRM MEMBERS 
REEKIE BOMB

'
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m FROM ATTEMPT: :Morin and
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o'clock- At nearly 10 o'clock Hill was 
still reading a newspaper in the sit­
ting-room unaware of any disturbance. 
Suddenly he heard a strange roar. He 
rushed to the door and opened it. A 
black smoke poured in. A man was 
staggering in the corridor and lurched 
Into the room. A moment later a 
blast of flame came. Hill closed the 
door. In -the smoke, and not knowing 
Mr. Laplante very well, he Is not posi­
tive who the mail was,'but thinks it 
was Mr. Laplante, and this suRÿbsitiqn 
Is strengthened by the fact that Mr. 
Laplante had a room next to the suite 
of the deputy speaker.

Slid’Down Curtains.
Hill rushed to the windows, and 

throwing open the curtlns, realized 
that the whole place was going. He { 
tore down two heavy portieres, tied i 
them together, and smashing' a win­
dow, he attached ffls Improvised rope

jj.

PEE CONSERVATIVES '« 
M CHOSEN FAIRS

.Bund this morning in the rooms of 
Iqmty Speaker Rhodes- 
■ From these rooms, Walter Hill, 

"Vtewerd for the deputy speaker, es­
caped by dropping from a window, 
being severely hurt In doing so. The 
deputy speaker's rooms were a small 
suite, opening from the main corri­
dor on the second floor and looking 
Into the courtyard adjoining the read­
ing room, where the fire started. The 
suite contained a bedroom, bathroom, 
sitting room and small pantry.

Steward Hill was in the rooms 
when theJ fire broke vut but knew 
«thing 
altho V 

I fire begun

Guards Cetoght y Him Ap­
proaching thè Structure 

Over the Icè

This is Opinion Expressed in 
Ottawa’s Second Mysteri- 

' ous Blaze •
GOVERNMENT COMMISSION 

WILL INVESTIGATE FIRE:

TRIED GAME TWICEHAD WAR CONTRACTSCandidate Who Resigned Again 
Selected to Sit in Legis­

lature

OTTAWA, Ont., Feb. 6.—Sir Robert Borden announced this morn­
ing that a commission would be appointed to inquire into the causes of 

Sir Wilfrid Laurier will be appointed to name one of the Altho • Detected Both Times, 
He Succeeded in Getting 

Away.

Think Enemy Agents Placed 
Explosive in the* Sample 

Room.

the fire.
members of the commission. >

Ottawa is today in the grip of a spy scare and the city is taking 
steps to protect its waterworks system and civic buildings. Guards 

increased on all government buildings. '
' MAY MEAN ELECTION

are
k

Liberals'- Have Intimated They 
Would Not Consent to Un­

opposed Return.

about it for nearly an hour, 
within fifty feet of where the MONTREAL, Feb: 5. 

to damage Victoria Bridge tlip iiill- 
itfa authorities think, was made 'last 
night.
' About midnight a man was noticed 
by tile guards to toe approaching the 
structure on the ice. Me was picked 
out by the searchlights and when 
challenged retired without answer­
ing.

An attemptOTTAWA, Ont-, Feb. 5—The eeconJ 
mystery fire in as many days, 
which incendiarism on the- part of 
German agents or sympathizers 
suspected, destroyed the manufactur­
ing plant of Grant, Holden & Graham 
at an early hour today, and a loes of 
about 3193,000 largely made up of 

contract goods, resulted.
Nine persons, eight of them 

ployee working night shift in 
factory, and the 
watchman, had narrow 
their lives, having to 
fire escape on 
building to save themselves from suf-, 
fccation.

inHaw Laplante Died.
The door on the corridor was closed, 

and the Are did not get up into that 
corridor until after a considerable time. 
Tie walls were massive, and the 
double heavy curtains and portieres

SAW-EDGED BAYONET 
ON GERMAN PRISONER

t
is >

I By a Staff Reporter.
BRAMPTON, Ont., Feb. 5.—J. R. 

FaHis, who recently resigned from his 
seat in the Ontario Legislature, fol­
lowing the finding of the Royal Com­
mission criticizing his actions in con­
nection with the purchase of horses 
for the government was unanimously 
renominated by the Peel County Lib­
eral , Conservative Association today 
amid greaç enthusiasm.

Eleven names were placed In nom­
ination and five withdrew and on the 
first ballot Mr. Faille received 84 out 
of 133 votes and the convention de­
cided to make It unanimous.

The nomination of Mr. Fallts may 
j _ . . result In d bye-election as the Liberals

fields of the war in the past seven days. Beyond the raids have intimated that they would con-
of Count Zeppelin’s airships on Paris and on several English ££ ^Vhim'go*in^'y tccLmatun 

counties, beyond the checking of a German attempt at advancing 
against the French army holding the ridge of Artois, and beyond the 
betrayal of the existence .of a German commerce raider at sea by the 
arrival of the British passenger liner, Appam, in an American port, 
little beyond the usual monotonous incidents of a mid-winter cam­
paign have been brought to light by the- rumors, despatches and 
official communiques of the various belligerent war offices. Some 
exception to the usual dullness which accompanies winter operations 
has occurred in the Caucasus region and in Persia where the Russians 
have won another victory over the Turks south of Erzerum, and 
where they have dispersed a force of the enemy in the region of 
Kermanshah, on the communications between Bagdad and the east.

(Continued-,on Page 3, Column 1).

Number of Soft- war
Under Officer Also Had a 

Nosed Bullets on Him When Taken, Declares 
Canadian Eye-witness in Weekly Report.

WAR SUMMARY em-
? About four, o’clock this morning a. 

man was seen again making his way 
towards thq bridge on the Ice. 11» 
was agalji challenged, and when he 
did not reply was fired at. He eue • 
cceded, however. In getting away. 

The militia authoriti* have made 
an Investigation and while they found 
nothing which would indicate that the 
man, whoever he was, had actually 
started to blew up the bridge they 
have little doubt that such was his 
Intention. ,

The Victoria Bridge crosses the St. 
Lawrence and is used by the Grand 
Trunk Railway and the Delaware and 
Hudson Railway. It Is a mile and a 
half in length.

It has been carefully guarded by a 
companv of soldiers since the out­
break ••if war.

The tsjliee have' learned that' a man 
answering to the description of the 
f aspect who was seen on 1 he, lee ac 
preaching the bridge got off a train at 
PI. Lambert’s, on the south side of the 
river. He stayed in a shack until 
turned out toy the police» and then 
fried to get on the bridge- Suspicious, 
Die guard turned him back, i H was 
after tills that he was noticed on tho 
ice.

the
the night- 

esCapluE with 
flee d<fwn the* 

the weet side of the

othe;

THE WEEK’S EVENTS REVIEWED
TheE. Obryan and G. L. Gwyce. 

party reached the enemy parapet un­
observed. Two German sentries were 
patrolling up and down the trench. 
They met and exchanged greetings- 
As they turned our men jumned down 
on them and .in tile struggle both 
sentries were killed

BY W. H. STEWART. OTTAWA, Feb.' 5—The following 
weekly communique is from Sir Max 
Aitken, at' present serving with the 
Canadian corps In France:

‘'During tiie week of Jan. 27-Feb. 2, 
more than six successful minor oper­
ations were carried out by the troops 
under «Sir Douglas Haig, one of the 
most successful being by parties of 
our northwest .'.nd Vancouver battal­
ions’ on thé flight of Jan. 30-31.

"Wire cutting parties cut lanes 
thru the enefliy Wire opposite two of 
the strongest fortified places in this 
section of the enemy's front line. After

Valuable War Contract*.
Grant, Holden and Graham up to 

last night had half a million dollars' 
worth of war contracts, and a large 
quantity of shirts were stored in the 
upper floor of the building. The firm 
was recently urged to complete an or­
der for the 77th Battalion, and much 

Over $50,000

ENERAL tameness has ruled in the operations in the various

Bombed and Bayoneted.but would contest his election
Our party the., -ron. ied and bayonet­

ed its way down the German trench. 
The enemy was in considerable force, 
but offered very little resistance..

About 20 Germans were killed and a 
macnine guh and its emplacement de­
stroyed by ■ our bombers. •

After seven minutes in the German 
trenches our party withdrew, taking 
with them as prisoners an underofficer, 
a sergeant and a private. The under 
officer, who was captured by Segt. 
Tyfod, was wearing the iron cross and 

armed with a saw-edged bayonet

NOT TO FOLLOW FRANCE 
IN PURCHASE OF WHEAT work was in progress, 

worth of military shirts also were
Members of the firm are self

com-
LONDON, Feto. 5.—A statement is­

sued tonight regarding tho govern­
ment’s operations in wheat says Chat 

I the British and French governments 
in December bought 200,000 tons from 
Australia, of which Great. Britain took 
50,000. British firms in Argentina 
have 'been Informed that the amount 
of Argentine wheat to be purchased by 
the government will not exceed 250,- 
000 quarters.

The statement indicates the govern ■ 
ment will not adopt the proposal to 
take over the entire home crop at a 
fixed price, as France has done.

pleted.
satisfied that the fire which wiped out 
their plant was the work of alien agents 
or sympathizers, and in some respects, 
It is very similar to the circumstances 
connected with the start of the puflia
ment fire on Thursday night.

Did Bomb Start It?
of the firm gave voice

sunset jt. was found tnat the enemy 
had succeeded in blocking the gaps 
with fresh entaglements. Sergeant w 
Turner and Corporal Conlan and 3IKl a revolver with flat-nosed bullets. 
Lieut. L. A. Wilcot. Sergt. Kirkland. (,ur casualties were Lieut. Wtimot and 
Privates W. R. Taylor and R. W. |WO men slightly wounded.
Lombard proceeded to reopen the lanes Fierce Fight Ensued,
up to the German parapet. With The battalion party was under corn-
enemy listening posts in vicinity and r-und of "apt. E. McIntyre and Capt.
enemy trenenes filled with men, it ! K. C. C. Taylor, bombing officer of the 
took both parties approximately five | j ..fantry br gade. Capt. McIntyre took 
hours to complete the dangerous tlle lead and was the first to jump over 
work. Reports from each battalion j t]le enemy parapets. The trench was 
that the road was clear reached Brig- found crowded with Germans, and a

Ketchen, practically I fierce flight ensued, in the course of
which a iout 30 of tne enemy were kill - 

Punctually at 2.30 a.m., ed or wounded. A machine gun in an 
30 men from each battalion exceedingly strong emplacement was

put out of- action and three prisoners 
were taken. Our party remained about 
eight minutes in the German trenches. 
During withdrawal two of the prtson-

(Continued on Page 2, Column 4)

I

(One member 
to opinion that reflected the thought 
that an incendiary bomb with a time 
fu ,e had been placed in a closet in the 
sample room on the ground floor of tho 
plant, where the fire started, and in a 
thrice had spread to the floor above, 

minutes over three floors

* **
May Be Drowned.

An investigation mode of 
the neighborhood of the bridge this morn 
in* disclosed footprints leading to 'ind 
ftom the structure, those leading away, 
ending at a pool of open water The t 
militia au horltles think it possible that 
the man seen by the guards fell into tile 
water In his hurry to get away.

After winning considerable successes in Bessarabia, Bukowina 
*nd Eastern Galicia, the Russians have halted operations owing to the 
nature of the ground prohibiting an active advance. An extensive 
thaw has taken up the work of destruction that the elements have 
forced the Russians to suspend. It has released pent-up waters 
from tne ipany rivers which have deluged trenches and embogged 
tne heavy artillery of the enemy at many points. The Russians 
occupy higher ground and so they are in a more advantageous 
position to resist the assaults of nature. The Pripet marshes have 
become flooded and the Germans who encamped amid their ices and 
frozen bogs for the winter have suffered severely from being flooded 
out of their trenches and maro'oned on higher levels of ground.

The air is tilled with rumors of another imminent offensive of 
the Germans. Some persons believe that it will be undertaken 

t against the Russians in the Riga sector, while other persons insist 
l that it will be launched against the British and French positions in 
I Handers in an attempt to blast a way to the English channel and the 

northern parts of France. If the Germans plan to do this, they c;_. 
pvastly ignorant of the etfects of sea power, for the British navy would 
r |roceed to blow away the waterfront. The Germans, it is true,
; «__ _ (Continued on Pago 10, Columns 2 and 3.)

the ice in

HON. FRANK COCHRANE
ARRIVES ON BALTIC and in two 

of the building.
■ Another opinion of one member of 

the firm to that an incendiary bomb 
had been deposited ki the sample room 
by eome one. Half an hour before the 
blaze must thru the second floor, the 
n'ght watchman had passed thru the 
sample room and toad noticed no sign 
of Are.

adier-General 
simultaneously at his post in the front 
trenches-

NEW YORK. Feb. 5.—The White 
Star liner Baltic arrived here today 
with only 25 passengers in her steer- 

and 153 in the first and secondv WILL NOT EXCLUDE
LAVERGNE FROM CLUB

about
went forward to the German lines. In 
both cases the enemy was taken com­
pletely by surprise.

••The party was under command of 
Liuet. L- A. Wilmot, who had cut the 
wire.

age 
caoins.

Among the
Hon Francis Cochrane, Canadian

first-class passengers
was
minister of railways and canals.

On Jan. 23 Henry B.tilin, an Ameri­
can actor, who has been deported 
from England toy order of the British 

office, died from internai hemorr­
hages. Ho was buried at sea. s

QUEBEC, Feb. 5.—After considering 
the case of Col. La vergue, and Interview­
ing him, the directors of the Garrison 
Club have now decided not to exclude 
him from the dub for his speech in the 
legislature contending that Canada should 
not help England by sending troops to 
Europe to fight.

LIEUT. GEORGES CODERE 
IS SENTENCED TO DEATH

Charged With Having Murdered 
Sergt. Ozanne, a Member of 

" His Own Regiment.

With him were Lieutenants N

FOG ALARM STATION
DESTROYED BY FIRE

KING GEORGE APPEARED
IN PUBLIC SATURDAY

war

MRS. MOHR NOT GUILTY.
ItittCH PRESIDENT. ^ST. JOHN. N.B., Feto. 5.—John C.

Chesley, agent for the department of 
marine and fisheries, has received word 
hat the fog alarm station and oil ware­

houses at Cape Spencer, on the Bay of pe«tk>nary ___ __ ,,K ,h._

Eh -/sri&sEF' ”“•* r*1"

INTERVIEW FPROVIDENCE. R. I, Feb. 5.—Mrs. 
Elizabeth F. Mohr today was acquit­
ted of the charge of having ’Aistigat- 
ed the murder of her husband, Dr. C. 
Franklin Mohr.

C. Victor Brown and Henry H. bneii- 
accused of the actual killing, 
found guilty, 

life imprisonment.

LONDON. Feto. 5, 4 05 n.m.—King 
George today made his first pud.llc aIP- 

since he suffered injury from PARIS, Feb. 4.'—Free Ment Poincare 
today received Colonel E. M. House

Sharp, and 
e time. It

LONDON, Fob. 5, 5.50 p m—Lieut 
Georges Codere of the Canadian ex- 

force was sentenced to
perance

accident while reviewing the Brit­
ish troops in France last October- Hi= 
majesty attended a performance of 

I Verdi's Requiem - in memory of' the 
1 soldiers who have fallen in the war.
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Silk Seeks at 39e-

hor Brand, New Ti 
bid Silk Socks, moi 
lors; travellers’ es 
pill elsee 9* te 1 
Saturday, Februar 

1.10; pair............
hmen Socks, 25c
black and gray mti 
laual 85c value. S

y’sMarl
tne Adelaide 61

Its Beet Beef, per lb. 1

ender, per lb.............. .
let, choice, per lb. .....
lect cute, iper lb..............
Simpson quality, per H 
very Juicy, per lb.
1 Young Lamb, per lb. 
ige, our own make, I 
ng Fork, per ». •••• 
reakfaet Bacon, whole

. .......................... * * * *

ng, 8-». paE*> ***
ir

Pali -

Creamery

nderrOld Oak 
lakes, 3 packs .....
lbs.
Lobster, ttn

Tips,Atol

nd Beene In

pe, assorted, 2 tin* •
Rosebud Brand, per *
atode, 2-». Jar ••••*

men, 2 tins...........
%-flb. tin ...............

Fruit. Raspberries, ! 
:herrles, per «In ... 

Cihortbeeed, I
rla Prune*, 2 M*-

20-OS.o r>lo*ies,
Bottle ..

Sauce, bottle • • 
rand Bsrcttnee, *

pint bottle. mice Ollvee, 
ange package 
e Strawberry

(fl

pall •mke, per lb. . - - 
Iscults, per »•

Tomaeeee, 8 « 
Coffee I" 

or with chic
Corn or 

i Roasted
id pure 
r »..........

nklst” Orange*. *'—
edlesa, doaen ........... ’
krult, 3 for • • • • 8Ibarb, hot-houoe SrOfen. ..

3 bunches ...

s, per bunch • • •
osen ............. ..
orted colors, per 
1 colore, doaen •
Floor and Baeoman*. 
d Ctoooototes, per w-rt 
, cream Caramels, re**»

1*1. an, caramels.
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