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duty falthfully and make no return whlch the census of 1881 and the census of 1871,
was flot absolutely correct. If investigated, might yield valuabie Infor-

The Minister of Trade and Commerce mation. But, after the speech of the Min-
deliberately asks the people of Canada to ister of Trade and Commerce and the facis
believe that you can find in this country, in revealed by hlmi in that speech and iu the
every provin,.ee, enumerators who are willing papers laid upon the Table, nothing will
and ready to perjure themselves slmply to satisf y the people but a searching lnqulry
serve the purposes of the administration of into the census of 1891 and 1901 as well.
the day. I think tiiat Is the most imonstrous It was not aecessary for the Miuister of
charge that was ever made by any public Trade and Commerce to go as far as hie dld.
man ln Canada. Judglng by the leugths to 1 suppose these Star- Chamber inquiries
which the hion. gentleman had gone when migbt have been made, perbaps are made
lu opposition in extravagant denunclation frequeutly-and if the matter had been kept
of his opponents, almost anything might 1 quiet, if it had not beea s0 trumpeted abroaýd,
have been expected of hlm, but this last If the Minister of Trade and Commerce had
outrage against the people is by far the not been gîven this opportuaity of sbowing
worst of ail, and the matter will not be his eloquence, bis bitterness, and bis capa-
allowed to rest there. City for going beyond ail reasonabie lengtli

The hon, gentleman caused an investIga- lu attacking his opponents, tbe present posi-
tion to be made lu the province of Quebec tion need flot have been reached. But the
into the taking of the census of 1891. lio11. minister has brought these matters
Judging from the return whlch has been torward deliberately; and 1 maintain tliat
laid upon the Table, the goverument put it lt is incumbent upou this administration to
lu the hon. gentleman's power, or the power set at rest, as far as tbey can, this question
of the commissioner who acted for hlm, to as to tbe bonesty of the enumerators, as to
violate public confidence by disclosiug pri- the motives that infiuenced tbe different
vate information given to the census enu-, administrations that held these ceususes ns
merators in the belief that the confidential to the instructions tbey gave their officers,
nature of this information would be res- as to the good faitb lu whicb tîje informa-
pected. The evidence of this Is to be seen tdon, given ln good faith by the people of
lu the documents placed upon the Table the Canada lu these decenniial censuses, bas
other day. These schedules have been taken been received and treated. Now, the Min-
fromn the custody of the census officer and ister of Trade and Commerce, apparently to
have been exposed to the public. 1 will read serve his own purpose for the moment, dis-
a paragraph fromn the one for the county credits the census of 1891. H1e maintalus

t)f agotthat the number of the people returned by
Baotthat census was, altogether too higb. The

The stuffing in the town of Acton Vale and hon, gentleman knows-no man better-that
in the parish of St. André of Acton, 15 still lar- the census oif 1891 was taken under pre-
ger. and the e,ý!dence of it is absolutaly un- cisely the samne conditions, precisely the
deniable. sieisr*ost nmrtra a

Mr. J. E. Mardil, M.P., for Bagot, Is residiugsaeitui0stenmrtsswa
iu Acton Vale for the last forty years, and for the census of 1901, wbicb bas just been
tMarty years hie bas be3ni eugaged in business, takeu by the governinent of wbich the bon.
either as a clerk or as a merchant. He has gentleman is a member. More than that,
con3sequently, opportunity of knowing every one the lion. member must k-now that, If there
lu the locality. Mr. Mardil examined iu our were any error at ail, it was not likely to
office the schedules of 1891, and has.pointed out be found by searchiug tbrougb the census
to us the niames of those who had left the towu f19.I i eemestedbtsl
of Acton Vale for the parish of St. Andre of 0 81 flermmestedbtsl
Acton many years previaus to the census of wvliili bie took part in tbe House of Comn-
ten years ugo. mous froni 1882 to 1885, bie will remember

tbat It was admnitted at tbe time that the
These scbedules, collected by the census census of 1881 was, probably, largely inac-
officers iu 1891, contained Information en- curate and represented tbe people of Can-
trusted to themi by tbe people of Canada adn ns having a larger population than was
under tbe seul of confidence. But, for party uctually living lu Canada at the time. Tiiere
purposes, they bave been bawked about aud cari be no qluestion about that. Not the
exposed to the gaze of ail and sundry, in census of 1891, but the census of 1881, was
order to discredit the census Of 1891. tue census that wnas exaggerated-and, pro-
It wiil flot do for tbe goverument to leave bably also the censils of 1871. In the dis-
this matter where it is. If there is to be ceussions engaged lu by Mr. Blake and the
an investigation, It will not do to have thiat lion. member for South Oxford (Sir Richard
inîvestigation held by an officer of the gov- Cnrtwright), Mr.. Blake stated lu most ex-
erument; it must be held by a commission plîcit langunge tbnt tbe census of 1881 was
0f men whose reputation shall be beyondl stuffed iargely wlth the namnes of people
reproach or question. And not only the wlmo bcad not beeu resideut lu Canada for
census of 1891 must be iuquired luto, but ten, fifteeu or tweuty years. H1e states
tbe ceusus of 1901 aiso. And, indeed, ln tMat mnost ciearly ln a discussion wblch
order to a thorough investigation, perbaps took pince lu the House, ln wbicb hie shows


