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winter cold, and such plants as come from a humid climate like l_ll'il:lin. to our dry, brig.ht,
atmosphere.  On the other hand to raise our native fruits to as high a standard as those im-
ported, and fit them for the enjoyment of our race. _ "

To the Canadian hybridist in fruits, in cereals, and in the beautiful flowers, our grand
Dominion already owes much, though there are still many leaves of nature’s book to be turned

by future aspirants to fame.

SECOND PRIZE ESSAY ON THE RESULTS ACCRUING FROM THE TREES
AND PLANTS DISTRIBUTED BY THE ASSOCIATION.

By Rev. R. BurNET, LONDON,
Morro—*¢ Alere Flammam,”

Tue Fruit Growers' Association have been fertile in devising, and in putting into effect,
various schemes for the advancement of Horticulture throughout the province, A large amount
of good has accompanied these methods, uot only to the members of the Society, but to fruit-
growers at larce all over the eountry. Indeed it may be well said that these benefits have not
been confined to our own provinee, but have extended to (Juebec, New Brunswick, and Nova
Scotia,  Amone the most efficient of these means for the development of Horticultural inter-
ests, emploved by the Fruit Growers' Association, may be mentioned the public discussions

on Fruit interests which have characterized the proceedings of the Society during its past
existence Few can caleulate the cood that has arisen from these means, to the members

attending the meeting, and still greater good has accompanied the publication of the discus
sions both in the Press of the Province and in the annual report issued by the Honourable the

Commissiones of Acriculture We are satisfied that very great stress will be put upon these

publications in all future discussions on the Horticulture of Ontario. Prizes for seedling fruits
have been the means of ealling into notice a fair share of the best seedling fruits grown in the
Provii I'wo or three apples of surprising excellence have been brought to the knowledge
of the Society, and means are in eontemplation to fully reward the producers and owners of
such h ['here has not been any ereat result in pear.growing through the introduection of
new pea Perhiaps the only new pear worthy of mention is the one from Oshawa, which
cannot | d to be of superior excellence ; indeed it scarcely comes up to the excellence of
its it, the Flemish Beauty A seedling peach of rare excellence was exhibited by Mus.
Colbeck, of Hamilton, which gave great promise, but this variety from some cause or otker
has n en prominently brought forward of late

11 nes that the greatest suceess has marked the efforts of the Association
He v ficld of operation, and several distinguished operators, all elaiming the
ear of t Facile princeps among these is the veteran hybridist, P. C. Dempsey,
Count Prince Edward. The ¢ Burnet” grape will long remain a trophy of his ingenuity,
pers( patiene Nor are the efforts of Mr. . Arnold, W. H. Mills, and Mr.
W 1 be overlooked in their hybridizations of strawberries, vines, and raspber-
ries 1 etive Ir. Arnold’s efforts embrace cereals as well as fruits,

Of all the rts for the dissemination of a taste for horticulture, we question if any
can comypare in beneficial efiects to the distribution of suitable plunts and trees throughout
the length and breadth of Ontario. It was a happy thought that originated this method for
the advancement of fruit culture [t has wrought wonders among our fruit growers. The

inereased vitality among our members was not the least benefit. The roll of membership
suddenly rose from hundreds to thousands, and men who had been chary or indifferent in hav-
ing anything to do with the Association, felt it at once to be their duty to join its ranks,
Varying success may have attended the advanee of the Society since, but it never has altoge-
ther lost the impetus for good which it then received. It brought our Association into more
prominent notice than it had heretofore received. The remotest counties and districts fur-
nished names to the membership, and increased interest and benefit were the result. But this
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