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wb d, 8l,o has wioIJed, mi still i„ a measure wields, over a lar,,,.por ,„„ of the Cbristian world. E„. i. may be wel Ts ato

Z

or two facie connected with the matter beforn ,„ t„ .1, i ,

c»me to olaim for her Popes or alhl iTl "
,

°" "^^

ibemselvcs tbo chief supremacy. Romanists affirm that it baabeen dert.od ftora St. Peter, who was her first Uishop I b.voewn f- Scr pturo tbat Peter bimselr never possessed' or 2Z
rl lien I St P " " ™ "''"""'' '^y'"' *=" °' » »-->

tho firT;^ u- uJ '"" ™' " ^'"•"' »"«='' ''=»= 'bat he was

could no have been there for many years subsequent to Iho dateassigned to h:s arrival;, for St. Paul, at a much later nertd

ly names hose who were bis • only fellow-workers", but dees notone mentton or allude to, the presence of St. Pater.t But i" sfurther probable, that the latter never was at Eome at all for SPaul says (Oal. ,.. 7) that while to bi,u was el Uod tht•• gospe of the uneircumeisien", to Peter was cemmittedto '1pol of oircuracision", i. o. ho was annnlnfn.! f. • •
.

^

tl.o /.», and it is most likely Itrrity rr Id'ouT t:™"'ran^ement till the time of bis death.}
' ""' "''

Tbo reason, however, that the Bishop, of Rome, whoeverwas ,he,r predecessor, began a. an early period to acquite a sorof;,n„.<,.^, or first place among their bretl.ren, was12 tb'Momc was at that time the Imperial, or chief o ty of arein iv,;n.p.ro, ,nc udi,^ „ithi„ its li„,i.s the various lecaliiesvho
Christian Churcbcs had been e«labll«l„.,l i ,

aucnce.UsI3isLo.though^:;::St;l^^^
power nndauthonty^ith other, was iued a son^l!::; h^^

years. S. Puiil wrote l,is at Ei.is Vo f,' •

"' ^P'?^"«'P'>1 functions for 25
tlio above perio.1 also. I o iroto hL I >ll /

/"'^^^^^^^^ ^. ^^ <"•'' ^^'"'i"
them vtmoHs dhrctiom.

^^"^- '" "" ^'^«"'««». i" which At- yov^
t See riiil. 2. 20 ; Col A i i • «> 'v . ,

t/w Homiws Ch. 10. -^ ' - ^•"'' •*• »J. IG; also salutations A.
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