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who do not como up to llieir slandaril : tliat i.*, tlioy net lally slop

the work of tlie Lord, be<;;uise tlii'y wlio weru doiii^Lj^ tliat work,

and d(>ii(;> U well, werti not Episcopally ordained, or ''walked not

with lis."'

In the conduct of onr Lord, we have a complete refutation of

the Claims set up ; also a direct stop put to all such proceedings,

on the part ot Ills disciples. How promptly he interferes, how
decidedly he legislates. But a short time b 'fore he had silenced

contentions, and given counsel on the subject of "greatest,*' and

''least," among themselves as disciples ; teaching that the only

ministerial greatness that shall by Himself be tolerated in his

Ohuvch is founil in the anl;)unt of service rendered, or of work done

by ministers, to their brethren: now he sets them right in this

matter of their error also, by teaching that they possessed no such

property or power as they supposed. '* Forbid them not," said

Jesus : the opinion you hok' is erroneous, and injurious to the very

work in which you profess to be engaged yourselves ; because

ha whom you have cond 3mned, and forbidden to work miracles in

my name, and tlius publicly injure d, is one of ourselves, "is

with us," doing the work we are doing, and wish to have done.

You, by such an act, weaken your own hands, hinder your own

work, injure good men, and make foes of real friends. Our Lord

then proceeds to lay down a universal rule on the subject, viz :

no men can be Christs, and his Church's enemy, i.e.. Dissenters,

Schysmatics, or Heretics, who in the name of Jesus Christ, are

doina: the work of God.

Such seems to me a fair, a candiil and right exposition of

this passage of Holy Scripture ; and tliis being so, it wdl neces-

sarily follow that the claims set up by Puseyite teaching,

called "Apostolic Succession," have often been set up before,

are explodetl by Christ : and in imitation of Christ, and for the

same reasons are still exploded by all true Protestants, for they

go to the Law of God and the Testimony of Christ and his Apos-

tles on all sucli matters. Before proceeding further, you ir.ust

know thai all who belong to the Oxford, Puseyite or Apostolic

Succession School, teach mankind that " No man is or can be a

xnini.ste- of the New Testament of Jesus Christ, unless he be able

to trace his ministerial descent up to the Apostles themselves,

tlnouali an unbroken ciiain of Prelates, as their true succpssor« ;"
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