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leading anc^^er is the old eftablifixed way of ob-

taining help from God. This appears fro.ii the fa^

cred hiftory. In the reign of Jeholhaphat, many hca-

then nations formed a league againft Judah, colleaeci

a great army, and were in full march for Jerufalem.

The king w^ greatly troubled, and let himlclf t^eek

the Lord. He proclaimed a fail: th^-oughout all J*i\»

and the people gathered themfelves to afk help^pod.

The king himfelf took the lead in the pubhcjpmni-

ties, and earneftly befought the proteaiou gfWeaven-

The people feemed, with one hc' » to unite with their

king. Their prayer was heard? neaven, and they ob-

tained an eafy viftory over their combinediDes. When

the fame country was threatened with thejudgments ot

Heaven in the time of Jofiah, that pious king fet him-

felf to feck the x.ord God of his fathers. He abohflied

jdolatry, and ufed every means to etfef^a reformation

through the land. In this good work he was in fome

mcafure fuccefsful, and the anger of Heaven was turn-

ed awav from them for a feafon. When Jonah was

fent to preach to the great city of Nineveh, and to cry

aeainft it, that in forty days Nineveh fliould be over-

thrown ; the people believed God, ,and proclaimed a

faft, and put on fackcloth, from the greateft unto

the leaft of them. Eveti the king took off his robe,

covered himfelf with fackcloth, and fat in afhes. He

commanded every man to turn from his evil way ;
for

faid he. Who can tell if God will turn and repent a?id tunt

awayfrom his fierce anger, that we perijh not ? And God

Caw their works, that the^ turnedfrom their -'-nl li-ay, a^d

God repented of the evil that he had faid thai he would

do unto them, and he did it not.

In thefe inftances, recorded for our example and en-

couragement, you fee how appoaching judgments

were turned away from a guilty people. Prayer and

fafting were the principal means of obtaining exemp-

tion from threatening calamities. When an indivi-

dual affaults us, we may refill or flee j but wh^n God

undertakes to deal with us, fhall we tnink to Uand
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