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" wnTil! n ^""'J'^'" "" nnnuMise wast,, in ll,o Mcrenutile Marino from the unsea-wortl mess oh .oa.non, an.l if wn. found timf n>on were .hinpcd a", seamen Xtrom their pliysu-al condition were uttorlj unlit to go to sea
"'

.

* * * #
And again, at a meeting of the Assodated Chambers of Commcree iield at Now-case.on-l.vno, on the 21st of September of (lie same vear, Mr Gr;: ays l-fhequestion ot loss of hie at sea was not a question of-unseaworthinLsof sliips sorauoh as of unseaworrliiness ofseanien " ' -i-s oi smijs so

Tli^ c";Snce olle77"' ,"h
^

tlu.e statements bj Mr. Gray most eontradietorv.

years a 1 sav tt I'," *'"'^"""'-f'
«» ^^ undoubted. I eannot go baek fiftyyeais and sa.v, the seamen then were belter than thev are now I have fo deal

cent, ot toreeastk' hands that know tlic ordinary duties of seamen I take Tt t ahere are 150,000 Imnds. all told, in the Mereantilo Marin; 1 io of S om ar^

3rtl";-are ln'[l"™*'"",
1'"^' ^•--\'^Pl-"t-- "- genVrailv not in tl! ore!

S of the e fLl
* " /'7'"^7 '^""I'lv "-^th groun-.,p hands. Xow, if only 25 per

iu,uuu A.JJ. s m the Mercantile Marnie of this country'. We have 19 000 forcifrnp^.:

son" .Sftlesr "TM ^'•"''^ """™^' "^' ^''--^ 'a few blacks ZaLrf'i'^some ot the Suez Canal steamers, and a larger number of them in the I'eninsuh.rand Oriental boats-ubout 5,000. I will mention how tins h^av en Tl Co npany s S'uperintendent stated at a nuvting in London last weX 1 at i c^^Zobliged, fmm the insubordination of the n-en. to abolish all 1 1, vl i
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iumb;i-^'lV'^''r',!''"w"''/'' '"r"'""
'''"^'^ ^^"-"- ^ ^'- -^ i^iiud r

Xr wbi^ . f ,:
•
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''^V"

'''^"' '•^'"'^'"""g "early 15,000 Swedes, Danes, andotiiei AAhite foreigners, ni our Mercantile Marine, and, as Mr. Cori'v savs any shin-

Tuaid'a ire'-T'f" ;™''l'
'^fl'^lig'^t-^ '- '-- '- ^^1"1- -th tlLn.- aKS

thJ^r^^^^u^'^'l'
'-'' ''"' ^T ""''''V'^'

g'^''tlemen in the House of Commons,

«i'e^ 'and be of/.'"''l"''^ '" ^ f
^•'""^ *""'?, '^^ ^ ''^^ *''ippi"^' office, and at the same

SyouTL
^"''^^'g"ers are the best men m our forecast ies-any shipmaster will

Captuin AV'iisox
: Are those foreigners jjlus the lO.UUO'-'

Mr. WiLLrAMSo.v
: \o; of the 10,000 A.B.'s. about 15,000 are forelLmers • thatgives you 2o,000 good English A.B.'s in the Mercaiitile Mar ne ot" tS eountrOut o the>e al,out 11,000 belong to the first-class Roval Naval Keserves Zthwha the Na^, has to fall back upon in an emergency. Now I won da4 NavalgentenienJiow n.any of those will they get in the ill-st five or si.^ o ths of«ar

.. It woidd not be 3,000 or 4,000 at the outside. Mr. Ih-assev. in 1 peeclhas suggested one or two exeelh-nt measures for improving the condition o n stcn'n.e whole subjee divides itself info two luirls, fi,4t, the ren.edial dealin-^ wi li heexisting .state ot hmgs
;
and second, the question of supplies. In tlle remec^^al mrt

LSbSl^r'M'^M ''^'^''^y'l'^^
" "-I'-l-'T benllit fund i^r^Z^iSl

n ,oT i i n ^ fy 'V"^'"
'" '•' ''''«^' """'''''^" ''^ i-e^Peeuible sailors in Liver-pool last December, and without one dissentient, they agreed to this He nut

fmT iu';^u;VY''r^Tr^"'
""^'^'

'"T^^- "l'*^" them a con.pulsorv ixmsS^tuml,-tliev nil ^t do it of their own accord ; and after h.> had reasoned "the Ihinirout in a most able manner, they all agrcMl to it : and I believe if Mr. B I'tv wei'e o

thHl. 'r '^;:
:••.;'''

'';r^'"'''"^^
wouldeqnaUy agree with the Liverpool maf on

Is A B ;.ti J ;
'

'"^p'f^"""'' 'T"""'-^.'
'''- ^l^"t l"^i"'-e l^eing allowed to rate

Vn„ fi

'/
A ?, -' '"^ "^ ''?"'" ^'-''''' ^"'"' y''"'-^ "^' «^''i ^I'ould be producedlou find iHany A.B. s tell you, that they wish to leave the sea, because tl ev get noprotecion at all. Ihey do not like to be in the forecastles with so inanv ii^competent men

;
they say, the duties of the ship are thrown upon a few, while theothers do not do the work, and yet all get the same pay. I may sat that all the v pecf^able seanien are unanimously in favour of this prot ection. 1 do" not believe it wouldpunish the shipowners ,n any ;yay, the constitution of the forecastles would be im-pioved. Ihc pay all round 1 do not believe would be greater than if is nowbut you would really improve the condition of the better men, you would S


