
r

ORIGIN AND rnOGRESS OP DISCOVERY. Ill

the countries, which conqueft was afterwards completely to inveftigatc. The chart wa§

defigned by the (hip, but the map was drawn by the fword. The reports of merchants

led Alexander to India, and Cefar to Gaul and Britain. The peculiar products of Hin-

doftan, the diamonds, fpikenard, and fpices, the tin of Cornwall, the amber of PrufTia,

were all known to the Greeks for ages before Alexander encountered Porus. An ancient

author informs us that Cefar was tempted to the conqueft of Britain by the fight of the

pearls, which he probably received from the merchants of Gaul. At this day a little

commerce arifes from the pearls found in the mya^ or what is called the horfe muflel, not

uncommon in the rivers of the north of Scotland, particularly the Erne, the South E(k,

and the Ythan ; and we are not to wonder that the Gallic merchants traded fo far, when

we find that even after the fall of the Roman empire, veflels from Gaul vifited the weft,

em iflands of Scotland, and brought tidings of an earthquake in Italy.* Thus avarice

led the way to ambition ; and the extenfion of commerce attracted the eztenfion of war.

It is well known that two nations of antiquity contend for the palm of early com.

merce, the Egyptians and Phenicians, who fhine in the firft fragments of recorded know-

ledge. But Egypt was fo fertile a country that its external relations feem always to have

yielded to thofe of the narrow and barren province of Phenicia, where the merchants of

Tyre and Sidon rivalled the princes of the Eaft. In modern times we have feen a marfli,

interfered with ditches, and defoided by ftrong embankments, from a boifterous and

fuperior fea, rife to a high rank among European ftates ; and with no native produce,

except butter and cheefe from its rich paftures, (for even its linen is from Silefia), diffufe

its commerce and coloiues through every quarter of the globe, and difpute even with

England the empire of the ocean. Such feem to have been the Phenicians of antiquity

;

of whofe commerce we find extenfive and lafting traces in Europe and Africa, while

concerning that of the Egyptians few evidences appear. It feems to have b^!bn chiefly

confined to Hindoftan, and perhaps Eaftem Africa. The learned Huet, bifhop of Av-

ranches, has, with great care ar^d erudition, compiled a hiftory of ancient commerce at

the defire of the celebrated Coiu£' t, minifter of the finances of France, a moft able and

enlightened ftatefman, who exerted every nerve to extend the commerce of his country.

This great work, which is little known except to the learned, will be our chief guide in a

view of ancient commerce, which forms the beft and fureft foundation for that of ancient

difcovery, and as he is of remarkable accuracy, the learned reader is referred to him for

the original fources, as the nature of this eflay attending a popular work, neither admits

nor requires the conftant quotations, neceflary in a learned difTertation, for the ufe of a

few critical enquirers.

* In the fixth century. Hta Columhe »pud VU. Sana. Scot, p, 78. In the twelfth, Englifli. Fiemilli

and French (hips came to fi(h near the Ifleof May in (he Firth of Forth. lb. Ftta Kenttgenu.
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