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very lax in its discipline. This was a piece

of good fortune for him, for he did not need
to be set either to work or to play. He was
not an aimless idler, to be kept out of mischief

by compulsory games. At Marlborough he
had another forest to roam through and a
library of books to read. He had not been

taught any craft in childhood ; but his fingers

were as busy as his mind; and for want of

some better employment he exercised them
in endless netting, as he exercised his mind
by telling endless tales of adventure to his

school-fellows. At Marlborough he became
aware of the High Church Movement and
was drawn into it, so that when he left the

school knowing, as he said, most of what was
to be known about English Gothic, he went
to Exeter College, Oxford with the intention

of taking Orders.

This was in the Lent term of 1853; and
while at Oxford he cc.tinued to educate himself

much as he had done at school. At Exeter,

we are told, there was then neither teaching

nor discipline. Morris's tutor described him
as a rather rough unpolished youth who
exhibited no special literary tastes nor

capacity; from which we may guess that

they were not close friends. Indeed Morris


