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prayer backward or what not, and had an appari-

tion. A brown man came out of the bushes and

looked at them for some time. Then he came to

them, paralysed as they may have been, and peering

dosely into the face of one of them gave her a flower

and disi^>peared. That same evening they kept the

Hallow E'en with the usual play, half-earnest, half

•

game, and, among other things which they did,

"peascodded" the girls. The game is a very old

one, and consists in setting the victim in a chair

with her back to the door while her companions rub

her down with handfuls of pea-shucks. During this

ceremony if any man enter the room he is her lover,

and she is handed over to him. This was done, then,

to one of the girls who had dared the dawn magic;

and in the midst of it a brown man, dressed in a

smock-frock tied up with green ribbons, appeared,

standing in the door. He took the girl by the hand

and led her out of the house. She was seen no more

that night, nor for many days afterward, though

her parents and neighbours hunted her far and wide.

By-and-by she was reported at a village some ten

or twelve mfles o£F on the Shropshire border, where

some shepherds had found her wandering the hiU.

She was ^ught home but could give no good ac-

count of herself, or would not. She said that she

had followed her lover, married him, and lost him.


