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agreement, live so to-day, and will live in the same

way hereafter."

The American system, as we see, begins with an un-

known great, indefinite number of uncreated beings,

— in other words, of self-existent personages or

divinities. Those divinities were everything at first

;

there was nothing except them, nothing aside from

them, nothing beyond them. They existed un-

changed through untold periods, or rather through

a duration which would be periods were there a

measure by which to divide it. They lived side by

side in perfect concord, in the repose of a primeval

chaos of quiescent mind which presents a most re-

markable analogy with the attenuated, quiescent,

undifferentiated matter which, according to the neb-

ular hypothesis, filled all points of space in the

physical universe before the first impulse of motion

was given to it.

At last this long period is ended, there is mental

difference among most of the first people, charac-

ter is evolved and has become evident; rivalries,

collisions, and conflicts begin.

The American creation myths, as far is we know
them, form simply a series of accounts of the con-

flicts, happenings, and various methods by which the

first world was changed into the world now existing.

This change was effected in various ways. In the

myths of certain tribes or nations, it is mainly by

struggles between hostile personages. One god of

great power and character overcomes a vast number
of opponents, and changes each into some beast,


