
COMMERCIAL UNION AND liRITISH CONNECTION,

The principles underlying coramerc'al union

are precisely the same as those which existtid

under the reciprocity treaty from 1854 to

1866. The only dltterenc'e is, that while the

tree InterclianKe of artl«;les was limited to

tlie natural jiroducts, It is now proposed that

DO restrictiim wliatever sV.oulrt exist; and
that al articles, wliether natural, manufac-

tured, or jinpoited, sliould lie as free of in-

tert'liaiiKe between tli© Ignited Stated and
Canada astliey are now between Quebec and
Ontario, or betwe\'n New York ainl New
J^r^ey. Du'inKthe twelve years of tlie re-

ciprocity tr«;atytIi<Te was far less tallc of an
uexatiim than before or since; and all will

reraenil)er the siniultaneous burst of loyalty

which met the sufTRe-tion in 1 SCO that Can-
ada could by a rep' al of that treaty be forced

to forswear its loyalty to (ireat Britain. If

during the period of the prevalence of the

treaty no sentiment prevailed for annexation,
what justitlcation exists for tlie a8Hertion

that in 'Huiseiiuence of its renewal on a
broader ba.sis a ciesire for annexation woiihl

follow? The inference from experien<'H iH ill

a precisely opposite direction, and furnishes
atiotlier argument in support of the claim of

the advocates of commercial union that In no
respect does it impair or threaten Biitisth con-

nection.

Th(! <inly force to the argument that British

coniuM tiou is threatcnetl by (commercial union
is found in the fact that discrimination against
British po(k1s would be neci^ssary, as com-
paicd with the free admission of American
products. It is true that this savors of a
preference for American over tritisli con-

nection, but Canada has for some yeais been
taxing Britisa gootls as much as she would
have to tax them under commercial unl«)n.

The recent advance by the Fmance Minister
of the duty on iron Is a discrimination quite as
marked in its practical effei t as anything else

would be if commercial union were to go into

operation to-morrow. Indeed it would look

as if the Finance Minister were making
preparations for commercial union by raising

the taviff on so essential an element as iron to

a rate almost as high as that of the American
impost, while the practical discrimination

against Great Britain in this matter might
very well be cited as an experiment jtist to

see how such a movement applied on a larger

scale would be regarded. Yet no one accuses
the Finance Minister of disloyalty. The
average duty In the United States over and
aboy« tliat pievaili^g in Canada is about ten

per cent. If under Commercial Union th«
United States should reduce its taritf live

per cent, and Canaila advance her tarlflf tlvo

per cent, so as to e(iuallz«> bot'i, the result to

Great Britain wiuild be a iKtsitlve advantage.
A larger quantity of goods would be absorbed
in the Tiiitcd States in consequeno ((f this

reduction than would be lost by tlie enhanced
duty in Canada, wlille the prosperity and
purcluiHiug power of the Canadian people

would be 80 augmented in conse()uence of

belter i)rice8, enlarjicd markets, and Increased

communications, that a brcMid-minded British

merchant would soon see that tree trade on

the coutimnit of America would in no respect

(litter from the free tradt* with the rest of the

WKild, which he so miicl loves, and under
wlii<;h he has so much prospenMl.

,My own c(»nvicti(m is, from very careful

thought on this subject, that notliing will (!ou-

tribnte to a greater degree to a iterpetuation

of British t!i»nnection than a cl()8(! commercial
allianct^ with the United States, and therefore

I answ(^r most gladlv Jonr (luestion, that

there is ample ro m on the platform of the
(MtmuKTcial unionist not only for your good
self and all yonr friends, but for every Cana-
dian who loves his native land, and values as

one of his chief blessings a connection with
th<» dear mother country. That you were
long ago a strong advocate for commercial
union I am delighted to 8e() from an article

Irom your pen wliich appears in the ('ontem-

porarij Review in 1885, in a very able paper
(m "Anglo-Saxon Alliance" the following

sentence appears, which is so appropriate to

tin; present time that I close my letter with
the (flotation

:

"Canada while she is unwilling to abnegate
her British allegiance, is unable permanently
to renounce jier paramount int(^rest which
lies in C(nuni(;rce with the United States,
along whose border her p(tpulati()ns form a
fringe three thousand miles long and about
a hundred inll(;s broad, stretched along a
single isothermal, and having in consequence
no ade(iuate variety of climateH or products.
That plan only ivoiild fully nolve tier problfm
that would secure to lifr at once her Rritigh
citiztnuli ip and the freeM and fullest inter-
course with her all-important neighbor.^'

I claim most respectfully that the plan as
implied in commercial union fultUs In the
highest form all that your loyalty to England
and your interest in Canada hoped might
come when you wrote the foregoing lines.

With much regard to you, I am, •

Truly yours,

EBASTUS WIMAN.


