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General Reflexions upon thefe LETTERS.

NEITHER in the Petulance of attempting to be a Wit, nor for

thepoor Rcnoivn
(>f

beingfmart, nor j^t to vindicate, as may pofTibly

be fufpeded, my Reafon by my Rifibility, did I afilimc the Tone

and Air of Plcafantry. The right honourable Pcrfon has made his

Appeal to the Publick, and every Individual of tliat Publick is au-

thorifcd to deliver his Sentiments upon it, in his own Manner, ac-

cording to the Alcafure of his knowledge, his Abilities and Under-

ftanding. For my own Part, I was determined to try tlie Gen-

tleman's Condudt by every Kind of Proof, even by that of Ridicule.

If he finks under this Proof, which is generally allowed to be no

mean Teft of Truth, his Reiignatlon is blameable ; and then it is of

little Importance, by what Forms of Trial he flands condemned. If

he can fland this Procefs, he will come forth from it, like Gold

from the Furnace, brighter and purer, and heavier.

Some Exprefiions in thefe Papers may poffibly be taxed with too

much Levety, and others charged with too much Severit}^ ; yet when,

in the firfl of thefe Letters, whoever withdraws his good Opinion from

the right honourable Perfon is rated for a Credtilifyy weak as in-

juriouSf I prefume in common Senfe he means unjuft ; when, in the

fecond Letter, all, who differ from the Writer's Sentiments, are

frankly called Fools and Knaves, furely fuch Coarfenefs of ExpreiTxon

will juflify all Kinds of Language in return.

I DO not make any over-earnefl Profeffions of my own Impartiality,

I do not think myfelf exempted from that common Lot of all human

Under-


