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prefent Syftcni of Affairs ; yet the Ufe of a

comparative Hiftoiy, is, I believe, evident.

The grand End of this Branch of Knovv-

]'"dge, is, that we may affifl: ourfelves in a

Comparifon ; either by avoiding the Errors, or

by taking Advantage of the good Policy of

former Times. In this View, there is not

only Pleafure but Profit, arifing from an hif-

torical Narration.

My Intention, therefore, was to chufe a

Iliftory adapted to my Purpofe ; and after

fearching the different Periods, I found none

fo well calculated to anfwer my Defign, as

that of the Athcmans in their War with the

Mc^cedoniaijs.

Let us endeavour to fet their Miflakcs as

a Mark by which we may fleer our Condud:,

and avoid fplitting on their Example. This

howeverj cannot be effed:ually compleated,

without flating the Views of the Antagonifls,

and obferving how the Means were propor-

tioned to the Ends defigned by the feparate

Parties.

Athens was a Republic which all the Ef-

forts of a popular Fadlion could not for many

Ages enflave ; but their Government was

much altered from the Time when their

Anceftors had gained the Vi^flories of Ma-
rathon


