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th<> linrilKliliiD mill vexullnnii of tlic rnmilni;

{•iirtiry. Kir ('y|irian CliHuirnti, to v\Ii<)m>

iiiiliiofi, iliiriiiK uiir nlay Ht Iiin hi>iiM>, we
v^iTt' iiiiirh iiidrlilotl, nrninipniiii'il uh nrviTiil

milt'M on our way, iiiilil w«> iimI hii liitlian,

wlioni lii< liail «>iitrn([iMl lo cniuliKt im in Iht'

lifft lliirty or lorty uiiU'n, wli»<n' lie wrni U>

('<<n>i;;ii im to llii< oci'nn of pmiri«>, uliit-li, ui<

uiTi' Inlil, »tri'tt-lii*«l without inli'rrii|ili<in al-

liio"! In iliv tmH<> of llio Uorky mmintninii.

I'riini tli<> Im'II of wimnI w' irli lioiilcrM tlit>

KnhfiiK, in wliicli wi' linil puxHnl vrvcml

('iiiHl-liHikin^ Inilion fHrnii*, wo hiulili-nly

t-nirrijiMl on tin* prairim, which riTi'ivrd uii

lit ihr (iiitfiOt with Home of thr r Mrikiiiff cha-

rHrifrii«tic(« ; for hrri' nnd thire riK!o iin In-

iliim, nnil hut a fuw mili'i ilihtant hi>ii\ v rloudu

of Hnniki> were rollinif ln'fore ihi* (iro. In

ulmiit li'n niilei* wo ronohod tho Santa Fe
nmd, nU>uf uliicli wo cuntiiiuod for a hhort

tinn', and oncani|i(>d early on a Hinall vtroiim ;

l.avini; tnivi'llod aliuut rlrvrn niilcH. Dur*

in^r our journey, it waH the cuhlmmry prac-

tico to rncump an hour or two iKfuro Nuncot,

wlion tho oartH woro dinposod k) an to form

a Hort of Imrrioade around a circlo fi mo
eighty yardij in dianu-tor. Tho tontrt wire

fiitrlit'd, nnd the horROH hobhlod luul turiu-d

iKMO to (rrazo ; niui hut a fow minnton

olapxod Ix'foro iho ctK>k» of tho moHnOi*, of

which thor» four, were hunily t ii^>nj;od

in preparing veiiiiij,' mini. At nijjht-

fall, the horson, . iule^, and oxen, were driven

in and picketed— that in, secured hy a halter,

of which one end wan tiod to a funall htoel-

filiod picket, and driv'Mi into the |;round ; Iho

halter leiu}.' twenty or thirty foot long, which
eiiiiMcil liicni to obtain a little fiNMi during'

the ui(,'lit. When we had reached a part uf

the I'ountry whore such a precaution became
necessary, the carts lieing regularly arnin{jed

fur defending; the camp, guard was mounted
at eight o'clock, consisting of three men,
who were relieved every two hours; the

morning watch being horse guard for the day.

At davbreak, tho camp was roused, the ani-

mals turned loose to graze, and breakfast

generally over betw cen six and seven o'clock,

when we resumed our march, making regu-
larly a halt at noon for one or two hours.

Such was usually the order of the day, ex-

cept when accident of country forced a varia-

tion ; which, liowevcr, happened but rarely.

We travelled the next day along the Santa
Fe road, which we lell in the aflcrnoon, and
encamped late Ik tlie evening on a small
creek, called by the Indians Mishmagwi.
Just as wc arrived at camp, one of the iiorses

set off at full speed on his return, and was
followed by others. Several men were sent
in pursuit, and returned with the fugitives
about midnight, with the exception of one
man, who did not make his ap|)camiice until

morning. He had lost his way in the dark-

neiiii of the utf>\A, nnd ulcpt on the prairli>.

Shortly Hitrr niidni(;hl it het:nn to ruin I ea-

\ily, Hiid, an our lenlMWore of light hmiI thin

cloth, they ollired but little oUlriiilion In

rain ; we w ore all w ell noaked, and (;liid w hen
mirninir came. We hud u rainy inuii h i n
Iho I'.'lh, but the wenlhir grow tine mm iho

day advanced. N\'oencam|i«'d in a rniiiirLi-

blv Ixniitiful oituation on tiio KHn!<ur< bintls,

which coiiimanded a line \iow ol iho riser

Milley, hero fiom throe to lour iiiiUs wide.

The centrni |Mirtion was occupied hy a broad

bolt o| hiavy tiiul)4>r, and nearer Iho hills tho

|,rnirioH wore of tho richeiit verdure. One
of Iho o\. n was 'H'ed here for foinl.

Wo n ached the li>i>4 of the Kansaa lato

in Iho aftpriuon of the Mth, where the river

waw two hundred and thirty yards wide, and
coiiiiiieiiced imiiiediately prenarulionH for

crushing. I had expect* d to find tho river

fordublo . hut it had i>een swollen hy the late

rains, and was swooping bv with an angry
current, \ellow nnd liirbid as the Mit>souri.

('|i to this point, the road wo had travelled

was a remarkably ("no one, well henton, and
level—the usual roud of a prairie country.

Ily our route, the ford was one hundred
luili's Inin the mouth of tho Kansas rive .

SeMHil mounted men lid the way into the

stream, lo swim ncrons. Tiie animals were
driven in after them, and in a few miHutes
nil had reached the opposite bank in safety,

with the exception of the oxen, which swam
some distance down the river, nnd, returning

to the right bank, were not got over until

the next morning. In the meantime, the

cart.s liad been unloaded anddismnntlod, nnd
an India-rubber boat, which I liad brought
with me for the survey of the I'lntle river,

placed in tlie water. The boit was twenty
feet long and five broad, a -id on it were
placed the bo<ly and wheels of t c:iit, with
the load belonging to it, and three men with
|iaddlcs.

The velocity of the current, and the incon-

venient freight, rendering it ditlicult to bu
managed, Basil linjounesse, one of our best

swimmers, took in his teeth a line attached

to the boat, and swam aliead in order to

roach a footing as soon as possible, and as-

sist in drawing her over. In this manner,
six passages Imd Leon successfully made,
and as many carts with their contents, nnd
a greater portion of the party, deposited on
the left bank ; but night was draw ing near,

and, in our anxiety to have all over before

the darkness cloired in, I put upon the boat

the remaining two carts, with their accom-
panying load. The man at the helm was
timid on water, and, in his alarm, capsized
the boat. Carts, barrels, boxes, and bales,

were in a moment floating down the current

;

but all the men who were on tlie shore
jumued into the water, without stopping to
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