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the last man in the land to dpsire it ; I do not doubt that, if a suitable treaty

jihould come into this Senate to-morrow, he would «:ivc it his sanction.'

Mr. Cass. I will tell you about that when the time comes.

y Mr. Johnson. Then the Senator thinks such a treaty will come ? I do

not want him to tell mo what his vote ii|)on it will be, I know it in advance.

; He will^ however, have an opportunity to tell us, for I have no doubt that in

due time a treaty will come before na, in spite of the opposition of the Pr(*«

sident's friends as well as \m onemios.

And ax for the Senator from New York, (Mr. Dickinson,) who com-
menced his speech by telling us that he would demonstrate our title up to

54^ 40' to be clear to all who would listen, and who talked to us about

"the vengeance of Heaven beinpf conveyt'd to us in tones of affection." I

have just as little doubt that if the question comes to 49-' or war, he takes

49>-\

There are sonic of our friends on the other side of the chamber, the Sen-

ator from Illinois, (Mr. Bkkesr,) the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Allen,) and

the Senator from Indiana, (Mr. Hannegan,) who all go for 54"^ 40' or a

light. Now, I have no doubt that the Senator from Indiana will " stick" to

that, "not parenthetically," but in fact. If these gentlemen will pardon me
I will venture to say that they are the Hotspurs of the Senate—I mean of

coorse in point of spirit, courage, and gallantry. The Senator from In-

diana, I suppose, may be considered as the General ; but the Senators from

Illinois and Ohio are certainly entitled to a distinguished rank, for they tell

us there is no danger of a war with England, and one of them expressed

the opinion that England could do us no harm.
Mr. Hanneuan. I said no such thing.

Mr. Johnson. I know you did not. You went for war in spite of all the

harm she might do. But there arc^ others who think that no great harm
can come out of war with England. What was the ground taken by the

Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Allen?) First, he told us that there would be no

war at all. And why ? Because England dare not light us single handed

—whether for Oregon or anytlii:>g else. It is a single match which he

thinks she never will undertake, (and I hope in God she never may.) The
Senator thinks, indeed, that if she can get Russia to join with her, and

France too, and has Mexico to aid both, sIh' may perhaps pluck up courage

enough to fight the United States ! The Senator says that she is the very

feeblest Government on the face of the earth. This is said by the chair-

man of the Committee on Foreign Relations. And what makes her feeble ?

The Senator says it is liecause she fi»ught against the colossal power of

Napoleon, first with all Eumpp, then agaiast all Europe, and then with all

Europe again, and paid all the expenses besides of the contests. It is the

adaptation of steam powc* to the naval marine , it is her immense pub-

lic debt divided among m!.:iy thousands of her own citizens. And, finally,

that she has this element of obvious and apparent weakness, she dare not

repudiate her debt—a prn il^^ge which it seems the United States have.

Mr. Allen. I beg to t'xplaiu. I refc^rred to a state of things superin-

duced by war. The Senator knows that a state of war suspends the inter-

est on foreign debts due to belligerent nations. She could not do that be-

cause her debt wps due at home.
Mr. Johnson. The Senator does not mean to say, I hope, that xvar sus-

pended the payment of her own debt due to her own subjects. I was
j^peaking of her own debt. Yet, in the same breath, the Senator said that


