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difficulty In geUing my property ont ni their

hndt. There -wn evidently no other chanee

of tueoen than to take wheat and other prodaoe

of the eonntty, which they had in store. To
oeomplish tliii, it woald be necessary to bay or
to charter a Ship. I therefore purchased the

riiip Ocean, of three hundred and uzty-flve

tons burden, and received a cargo of wheat for

her from t3ie honse. Tliis ship and cargo were
one-hah on my own account and the other on
that of a Spaniard at Lima, wlto had been one
of the principal freighters in the livonia.

Not doubting tliaf I should be able to employ
neutral ships advantageously at lima, I pur-

chased one-half of the ship Zephyr, of Provi-

dence, of three hundred and sixty tons burden,

and chartered the Swedish ship Drottingen, of
four hundred tons. The quantity of wheat
which had already been shipped for the market
of Lima, was such as to offer no prospect of
profit on other shipments, and my object in put-

ting any on board these vessels was only to se-

cure an entry. The account sales of my adven-

ture by the Livonia fell, far short of my expecta-

tions ; and, indeed, produced one-third less than
other shipments to other consignees by the

same vessel. This was in part accounted forby
the duties being all charged as cash, when one-

half was paid in government paper, which was
then at a great discount. This I caused to be
refunded ; and although I had been cheated in

the weight and otherwise, the adventure yielded

a handsome profit.

'^Having completed lading the Beaver with
Vrheat, in bulk, and the charterer being ready, on
the 21st of January, 1820, we sailed from Val-

paraiso, and after a pleasant passage of twelve

days, anchored once more at Callao. The Ocean
had arrived some days before, and was unlading.

The Zephyr and Drottingen arrived a few days

after the Beaver, and I had now the four ships

discharging at the same time. The circumstance

of making such a show of business excited no
less surprise at Lima than it had done at Val-

paraiso ; yet it was at the latter place only,

where commerce is decLped free, that I was
subjected to impertinent interrogatories rdative

to my business, by that profound blockhead, De
la Cruz, the governor ; a very diffierent character

from the one of the same name who vras so dis-

tlngiiished in the wars of Peru.

The successful accomplishment of my charter

to Valparaiso and back, combined with the pro-

duct of my anterior freights, now gave me the

control of an amount of propertv which could

not fail to justify me in determimng to lade for

home ; in addition to which, the state of the

ship evinced but too clearly that the period had
arnved when the enterprise ought to be brought
to a close ; cables, rigging, sails, boats, ewxj
thing was so much worn, as to be barely suf>

fld^t to terve the passage home; and a re-

newal of them in this country would be attended

with great expense. Diity, therefore, ihdepen-

dantly of inclination, pointed out this, as the
eOiMe which ought to be pursued. While, there-
fore, the ship was discharging, I made a con-
tract for aoaigo of cocoa, to be delivered on
board at Guayaquil, and obtained the viceroy's

licence for the same; and was otherwise busily

engaged in the settlement of my business, pi«.
paratory to taking a final leave of lima. For
the Oonn, I obtained a freight from Gnayaqoil
to return to Callao, and dispatched t^er <\s soon
as unloaded. For the Zephyr, I prochivd an
advantageous freight from Guanchacn and Pa-
casmayo, and dispatched her on th" 1st of
March. Funds being offeredme on re^ndn^enMc
sufficient to lade the Drottingen, I contracted
for a cargo deliverable at Guayaquil, on the
same terms as the Beaver's ; and laded her ai

Guyaquil entirely on my own account, whence
she proceeded to Gibraltar. The charterer of
the Beaver having resigned any further claim
on the ship, after completing his unlading, (the
19th of February,) she was again at my dii.

posal.

The term for wUch my crew had shipped
being now also exfnred, I had to pay them off

and ship a new one. A cfisagreeaUe job in any
country, but a very difficult one at ^ place;
nevertheless, I succeeded, prindiiaUy by r.
shipping the old crew. Havkg nn^doyed
Spaniards to ballast the ship, I could have been
oflT on the 1st of March, but for a difficulty at
the custom-house. This arose from a regulation,
that no ship could obtain a clearance, the du.
ties on whose inward cargo, vrere unpaid, a re-

gulation that placed me completely at the mercy
of the charterer, as no bonth would be takea
It was, therefore, the 12th of March, before
this arrangement could be made, and the clear-

ance obtained, when we bade ftrewdl to oar
Lima acquaintance, and the neit day sailed for

GuayaquiL
Nearly two years had now d^Med since my

first arriTal at Lima, and during that period, I

had never witnessed a shower of rain, a fliish of

lightning, or a peal of thunder; but there an
ery heavy dews amounting to Scotch nnsts,for
half the year, during which time the sun is sel*

dom seen; the weather, therefore^ is gloomy;
the dampness so great, that every thing sweep.
tible of it becomes rusty ; and the streets be>

come so dirty and slippery as to make it very

unpleasant for the pedestrian. There were se-

veral shocks of earthquakes, which alwayi
created alarm, but none that caused any damage
while I was there. They are observed to be leu
violent where wells are common. The market
of Lima is always well supplied >vith beef, mut-
ton, poultry, and fish, at the seasons peculiar to

each ; with vegetables and fruit all the yesr

round. In variety and excellence, the fruiti

surpass those of any other country I have ever

visited. Peaches, apricots, plums, grapes, ap-

ples, pears, pines, guavas, bananas,itrawbenriei,
and ortDges, are abundant in th«ir seasons ; bnt


