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Jesuitism and the recognit on of the

Pope in legislation would bo the same
;

and it would be equally neiessary to

uphold the principle that no religious

majority in a Province shall have the

power to make war on the religion of

the minority by endowing propagand-

ism out of the public pucse.

The French llevolution for the time

estranged Quebec with its clergy from
Old France. But the estrangement is

now at an end, and France is recog-

nized as the mother country. France
on her part welcomes the returning

affection of her daughter, and the old

relations, saving the political connec-

tion, are renewed.

The history of Canada used in

the French schools is a history of

French Canada alone. Scarcely does

it notice the existence of the British

Provinces. In a perfectly national

spirit it magnifies the victories of the

French in Canada over the British, be-

littles those of the British, and pre-

sents the British in an odious light.

It accuses the English of wishing to

treat French Canada as they treated

Ireland, and ascribes the deliverance

of the French to their own patriotic

efforts, animated by their religious

faith, and seconded by fear of the

United States which drove England to

concession. It is evidently intended to

implant in the heart of the«young French
Canadian allegiance to French Canada
as a separate nation, love of France,

and antagonism to the British con-

queror.

But the aspirations of the French
are not confined to the Province of

Quebec. " La Verite," as we have seen,

boasts that they have conquered the
eastern townships of Ontario. Poli-

ticians of Ontario styling themselves
Liberals, but under the influence of

the Catholic vote, have helped to open
the gate; the French have not only
inti-oduced their language into the
schools but their ecclesiastical system
into the localities, and resistance to

them now comes late. Their advance
is probably 'helped by a Protectionist

policy, which, applied to a country like

Canada, prodaces commercial atrophy,

and sends many of the best of our
British farmers out of the country,

thus making room for the Frenchman,
who is content with pea-soup while the

Englishman requires beef. But into

the North-Eastern States of the Union
also the French have passed by
hundreds of thousands. There are

said to be one hundred and fifty

thousand in ^lassachusetts alone.

The French priesthood of Quebec
scent a danger to faith from this

connection, and " repatriation " has
been attempted, it is needless to say,

in vain. Apparently the lingual and
intellectual unity of the continent,

on which the unity of its civilization

depends, is in jeopardy from the intru-

sive growth of a French nation. It

will not be saved by the statesmanship

of American politicians, whose treat-

ment of the Canadian question vies in

feebleness, inconsistency, and vacillation

with the treatment of the Irish question

by their British counterparts. Thus
strangely the struggle between the rival

races for ascendency in the New World,
which seemed to have been settled for

ever on the Plains of Abraham, is now
renewed in a different form.

The ambition of French nationalism

is extended to the Canadian North-

West, where there is a population of

French Half-breeds under clerical rule,

the political power of which during the

infancy of the settlement has been
sufficient to force bilingualism on the

Legislature of Manitoba. But in that

quarter there is little hope for the

Nationalists. The half-bred population

does not increase, and if immigration

takes place on a large scale it will

soon be overwhelmed.
Till now there have been political

parties in Quebec, the Bleus or Torie.s

and the Rouges or Liberals, connected

with the Tory and Liberal parties of

Ontario, though in a loose way, and,

especially in the case of the Bleus, with
more of interest than of principle in

the connection. But now, in the person

of Mr. Mercier, a Nationalist and Ultra-

montane leader, independent of any
Dominion party, has arisen. He
calls all good Frenchmen to union on


